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are back soon... starting mid-June 


overnight visits! 
Come experience 
this unique and 
beautiful resort on 
your boat. 


Basin Harbor 


On-site therapy helps our 
residents get back to active living. 
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RESIDENCE 

tto I y ^ 34 ^ 

465 Quarry Hill Road 
South Burlington. VT 
Independent & Assisted 
Living | Reflections 
Memory Care 


^VITALITY” 


For more information call 802-652-4114 
or visit residencequarryhill.com 


| Key West | www.smalldog.com 


The perfect gift 
for your Grad! 


Who needs another 
teddy bear? 

Buy any laptop with 
Applecare® and 
get a FREE pair of 
BeatsX wireless 
headphones. 









CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY. 

370 SHELBURNE ROAD 
BURLINGTON 
497-1676 

CHROMAOPTICS.COM 


CHROMA OPTICS 

Dora Sudarsky, O.D. 


iTATESl 


1068 wnxiSTON Road. South Burlington, NT 
Visit our Facebook page for event details 
(®SalaamClothing 
www.SaiaamClothing.com 


623 Stone Cutters Way, Montpelier - 223 8000 • h unger mountajncoop 


FOCUSED ON YOU m 

We understand the many different challenges your eyes can go through from year to 
year, from natural age-related changes to eye diseases and more. Dr. Dora Sudarsky 
provides a full spectrum of services and products to help you see the world more clearly. 


^oHierr^ 


pie 

SMOKED MEAT • LIBATIONS « BREWERY' 

“BEST BEER TOWN IN NEW ENGLAND.” - cu* 


THE PATIO 
IS NOW 
OPEN! 

Meat here for 
a hooch, grub 
or swag. 


Brewery apens at 11 UOAM everyday for LUNCH - SUPPER ^ | 

23 South Main Street • Waterbury, Vermont • prabibitionpig.com fj J 


Spring / Saveu p 

“ O / to 65% on 

Truckload / neaHy 70 

I I items at our 

^#€11 W / semiannual 

June 2-4 /case-lot sale! 


K THIS WEEKEND! 

JUNE 2-4 

FRI 2pm-8pm SAT 10am-6pm 
Sun ioam-2pm 
The Holiday Inn 




THIS IS A FLASH SALE AND ONLY THRU JUNE 5' 


THE BEER GARDEN 
IS OPEN 


3:00 PM FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
4:00 PM SUNDAY -THURSDAY 


FEATURING A NEW MENU WITH BRATS UN BUNS. 
PULLED PURK SANUWICHES. AND CUCKTAIL COOLERS 


farmhousetg.com bank street, btv 


ENJOY IT 
Al FRESCO 

>»^THE PATIO 
open daily at 4:00 pm 

CHURCH STREET MARKETPLACE, BURLINGTON 


Handmade Italian, fresh pasta, seafood, 
house cured meat, fine Italian wine 


RISTORANTE 


NfiTUZZI EDITIONS 

MEMORIAL DAY 

SALE 


SAVE 40%‘OFF 

- FABRIC & LEATHER UPHOLSTERY 
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BURLINGTON 

FURNITURE 


747 PINE STREET, BURLINGTON 
862-5056 

Mon-Sot 10-6, Sun 12-5 
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COMPILED BY SASHA GOLDSTEIN. MATTHEW ROY & ANDREA SUOZZO 


WEEK IN REVIEW 


FACE PLANT 


T he Vermont Department of Motor Vehicles suspended 
Its facial-recognition program last Thursday after 
a civil rights group complained about it. 

The American Civil Liberties Union of Vermont 
contends that the program, which launched 
in 2012, had been barred by a 2004 statute 
forbidding the DMV from setting up “processes 
for identifying applicants for licenses ... that 
involve the use of biometric identifiers." 

Gov. Phil Scott told the Agency of 
Transportation to put the program on hold 
while the state conducts a legal review. 

Attorney General T.J. Donovan’s office wil I 
handle the inquiry. 

The ACLU raises good concerns." Donovan 
said. The privacy concerns are. in addition to 
the legal question, the most pressing matter." 

An ACLU attorney welcomed the news. 

“We are very glad to hear that the DMV. 
governor and the attorney general have heard 
our concerns, taken this seriously and are halting 
the program as we asked." ACLU attorney Jay Diaz 
said. The program is illegal, dangerous and violates 
Vermonters' privacy." 

As Seven Days' Mark Davis reported last week, documents 
obtained by the ACLU show that the DMV shared its database 
of driver's license photos with local, federal and out-of-state 
law enforcement. 

The DMV has 2.7 million images of people who have ap- 
plied for driver's licenses and other IDs in Vermont. Facial- 
recognition technology enables the DMV to scan for people 
who might have duplicate identities, which the department 
says helps prevent fraud. 

In October. Georgetown Law's Center on Privacy & 
Technology reported that 117 million Americans are in facial- 
recognition databases. Its report. 7he Perpetual Line-Up: 
Unregulated Police Face Recognition in America, revealed the 
Vermont DMV was sharing info with the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. 

Read our ful I stories at sevendaysvLcom. 
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UNLUCKY 14 

Gov. Phil Scott 
crashed his stock 
car last Sunday 
at Thunder Road 
during his first 
race as a sitting 
governor. So 
much for that 
"security" detail. 


Enmanwonher 
thirdVermont 
City Marathon 
last Sunday. Local 
motion, indeed 


has no stores in 
Vermont, will 
pay the state 
$170,000 as part 

settlement 
We’ll take it. 


26,351 

That 1 s how many people were still waiting 
for their state income tax refunds as of last 
Thursday, according to VTDigger.org. 



Sanders won't be 

speaker St. 
Johnsbury 
Academy next 
weekend He'll 
be in Europe, 
pushing his book 
and picking 
up after the 


- 

TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULAR ITEMS ON SEVENDAYSVT.COM 

1. "Scott Vetoes Marijuana Legalization in 
Vermont" by Terri Hal lenbeck Both houses 
of the Vermont legislature passed a bill 
legalizing marijuana, but Gov. Phil Scott 
vetoed it last week 

2. Trumpatized? Prominent Vermonters 
Reveal Their White House Worries" by Paul 
Heintz. Should we be worried about Donald 
Trump's presidency? Prominent politicos 
weighed in. 

3. "Work Begins on Crafting New Vermont 
Marijuana Bill" by Terri Hallenbeck. Gov. 
Phil Scott sent the pot bill back to the 
legislature with some recommendations on 
how to change it. 

4. "Meet Burlington's Newest Online Music 
Publication and Production Company" by 

Jordan Adams. Noise Ordinance is finding 
local talent creating studio-session videos 
and presenting events in the Burlington 


i. "Middlebury College Disciplines 67 
Students for Murray Protests" by Sasha 
Goldstein. The school says it has issued 
sanctions ranging from ‘probation to 
official college discipline" for students who 
disrupted a March lecture. 

□ tweet of 
the week: 


@honeystaysuper 

people in and around eBTV right 


fi 


FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 9SEVEN_DAVS 
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WHATS WEIRD IN VERMONT - 



DIRTY DISHING 


W ho needs a dishwasher when 
you've got friends like these? 
A soapy scrum of 346 
people gathered in Hardwick last 
Saturday to break the Guinness 
World Records' mark for the most 
people simultaneously washing 
dishes by hand. 

The number is unofficial, cautioned 
organizer Bethany Dunbar, but it 
surpasses the previous record of 300 
set last year in the Philippines. 

"It was such a crazy day, but we did 


it!" exclaimed Dunbar, the community 
projects coordinator for the Center for 

an Agricultural Economy. 

So who dreamed up breaking such a 
bizarre record? According to Dunbar, it 
was Tom Gilbert one of the nonprofit's 
board members and the owner of Black 
Dirt Farm. The center aims to host 
zero-waste events — meaning nothing 
ends up in the landfill — so Dunbar 
solicited the community for reus- 
able plates and got 4D0 dishes, from 
"dollar-store-type picnic plastic plates 
to Wedgwood and anbque china." 

The plates got nice and dirty during 
lunch at Hardwick's annual SpringFest 
last Saturday. Then Dunbar and 
volunteers corralled as many people 


as possible— even random passersby > 
— to the event area in Atkins Park for " 
washing. Middlebury-based Vermont 
Soap threw in some cleaning sup- 
plies and a free bar of soap to every IS 

scrubber. 

Dunbar said itll take 12 to IS weeks c 

for Guinness to look at videos, pictures 3 
and other documents needed to certify 
that Hardwick, population 3.000-some- 
thing, is indeed top of the heap 

The best part? No dishes broke, 
and they'll serve as a “plate library" 
that others can borrow for zero-waste £ 
events. They're already booked for - 
one on June 10, Dunbar said. rf 

Nothing like a little squeaky-clean ^ 




If divorce 

WAS EASY... 


SEVEN DAYS 


feed back 


co-owners/founoers Pamela Polston & Paula Routly 
associate publish er/coeoitor Pamela Polston 
Don Eggert. Cathy Rcsmer, Colby Roberts 








TRUMP = TITANIC 

In your excellent piece “Trumpatized” 
[May 24], you omitted the answer given by 
Bruno Latour in his May Harper’s maga- 
zine article “The New Climate." 

class billionaire passengers on the Titanic 
spotting the iceberg looming ahead, and, 
rather than sounding the alarm, they 
stealthily climb into the lifeboats, lower 
them and row away. 

He uses the phrase “terrible conflagra- 
tion” to describe what the other passen- 
gers do when they notice they have been 
abandoned and left to drown. 

Bill Fellinger 

BURLINGTON 


OFFENSIVE COVER 

I thought the cover of your last issue de- 
picting President Donald Trump was in 
bad taste [“Trumpatized,” May 24]. Trump 
is working very hard to create jobs, make 
America safe and reduce the overwhelm- 
ing national debt. Vermonters should sup- 
port him. Your depiction of him was unfair 

John Houle 

WINOOSKI 


TERRIBLE ADVICE 

[Re Ask Athena, May 17]: I am over- 
whelmed with dismay at the advice 
Athena gives to “Crazy in Love,” who 


asks what she should do with the love 
she can’t deny for her best friend ... 

a child with another best friend. I read 
through Athena’s response with a vague 

of the idea. But it wasn’t untiUhe last 

“What???” She writes: “Clearly his cur- 
rent relationship was not meant to last 
if he was susceptible to falling in love 

If you’ve been married for a while, 
you know that falling in love with other 
people is exactly what committed part- 
nership sets you up for. It is practically 

duration of your life partnership, you 
will fall for someone else. Especially 

encourage Crazy in Love to proceed is ill 
advised. What this person needs to think 
carefully about is a lifetime of seeing her 
ex-friend, the mother of her love’s child. 
She needs to think about what it feels 
like to have your heart broken in this way 
by two best friends. It is traumatizing 

broken someone’s heS like this, and, 27 
years later, I still regret it. My advice: Go 
on a long trip. Cut ties. Come back in six 

Annie O'Shaughnessy 

UNDERHILL CENTER 




WEEK IN REVIEW 


STUDY REQUIRED 

[Re Off Message: "Walters: Did the 
Governor Just Wave the White Flag?" 
May 19]: If Donald Trump’s presidency 
teaches nothing else, it should illustrate 
that while you can run on mere slogans, 
you can't govern by whim. Major policy 
changes need to be made with great care 
involving participation, study, facts, atten- 

Whether or not it’s a good idea, a single 
statewide teacher health care plan is a 
major change with many critical details, 
not only for teachers and our kids, but for 
the entire state economy. It should defi- 
nitely be considered, but the critical details 
would need to be worked out in advance by 


that will work? Why are opiates and alco- 
hol legal? Pot is a lot less dangerous than 
those things. Wake up, Scott, and smell the 
roses! Hopefully the ones who passed the 
pot bill will override it 

Ken Atwood 

BURLINGTON 


INKTHIS 

[Re “Skin in the Game,” May 10]: If you are 
at all aware of Craftsbury, you’ll know it’s 
a small town in the heart of the Northeast 
Kingdom. About six or seven years ago, a 
young lady appeared, joined the volunteer 
fire department, and started farming and 

Sanders of Kingdom Ink has won over this 

mainly with her talent 


directly related to the agenda being pushed 
nationally by the ultra-right-wing GOP and 
its sycophantic cohorts in the Democratic 
Party. The fact that other Vermont work- 
ers — union or not — are not flooding their 
legislators' offices with calls and marching 
in the streets is somewhat shameful. The 

Vermont’s workers; it’s anti-worker orga- 
nizations sponsored by billionaire business 
people against all working people. Those 
working Vermonters who begrudge other 
Vermonters who work hard to keep their 

poverishment in the name of envy. Those 
who wish they had a union to represent 
them can begin that process by supporting 

fight against Scott and his corporate anti- 


lators together. 

To try to capture credit for savings 

change It the end of the session is a des- 
perate shoot- from-the- hip move that is en- 
tirely irresponsible. It is also disrespectful 
to the people and processes of both educa- 
tion and legislation. Both are understand- 
ably exasperated. 

Lowering property taxes for education 
is necessary, but it can’t be done through 
simple fiat, with a threat to hold one's 

It will take hard work and a genuine plan, 

Dean Corren 

BURLINGTON 


RACIST WORD 

[Re Feedback: “Rethinking Reimburse- 
ments,” May 24]: Last week’s letter to 
the editor states: “Vermont physicians in 
independent practice aren't the only ones 
getting gypped by the insurance compa- 
nies." The 11th word in it is considered a 
racist term. I think the editorial staff at 
Seven Days should be aware of this word, 

that the paper doesn’t publish. 

Tricia Chatary 

MIDDLEBURY 


POT NOT 

[Re Off Message: “Scott Vetoes Marijuana 
Legalization in Vermont,” May 24]: Gov. 
Phil Scott wants to keep Vermont in the 
dark ages. He says he wants to take it slow? 
How many years has it been since they 
have been trying to pass a marijuana bill 


Skip Sedore 

CRAFTSBURY 


TOUGH SHIT PAIN POLICY 

The new rules and current weird doctor’s- 
office vibe regarding opioid painkillers has 
left chronic pain sufferers out in the cold 
[“Do No Harm: New Rules Discourage 
Overprescribing Opiates,” April 26]. I've 
been living in Vermont for a year and a 
half and haven’t found a doctor in the state 
yet The first one let me explain my entire 
medical background before announcing 
that there were no prescriptions of that 

all. She hadn't bothered to read my medical 
file but labeled me a pill seeker. Then came 
more denials, even after reading through 
eight-plus years of chronic pain history and 
prescriptions. I got utterly absurd sugges- 
tions such as, “Have you tried ibuprofen?” 
And no alternatives suggested — just, basi- 
cally, “tough shit.” Massage therapy is the 
only thing that has ever helped me, and in- 
surance refuses to pay for it They’d rather 
shove a $10 bottle of pills my way than shell 
out $90 twice a month for a massage. Now 
the pills are being taken away, too. 

Samantha Nickerson 

TOPSHAM 


STICK WITH THE UNION 

Terri Hallenbeck’s article on the sup- 
posed waning clout of unions in Vermont 
touched on a topic that is also directly 
related to Vermonters' concerns about 
Trumpism [“A Near Miss in Montpelier 
Suggests a Union’s Clout Is Waning,” May 
24]. Gov. Phil Scott’s attacks on unions are 


Strong and democratic unions really 

Politicians who tell you otherwise are not 
representing the interests of those of us 

ing those who want to shrink that paycheck 
and put the difference in their pockets. 

Ron Jacobs 

WINOOSKI 


CORRECTIONS 

Last week’s music feature “Pump Up 
the Volume” misidentified the home- 
town of Noise Ordinance founder and 
creative director Betsy Rose Besser. 
She’s from Memphis, Tenn. 

Last week’s “Eat This Week” food cal- 
endar spotlight about Picnic Social’s 
deck-opening party misstated the 
crawfish’s phylum. They are arthro- 


SAY SOMETHING! 



■ respond to Seven Days content: 
• Include your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 


Seven Days reserves the right to 
edit for accuracy, length and readability. 



• Seven Days. P.0. Box 1164. 
Burlington. VT 05402-1164 



garage sale 

2017 


OUR BIGGEST 
SALE OF THE 


Opto 



wine, cheese, gourmet 
food, and maple syrup! 


30,000+ BOTTLES OF 
WINE ON SALE, 1,000’S 
OF POUNDS of cheese deals, 
60 gourmet food specials, 
FREE giveaways and events 
and MUCH MORE! 

Sales lists online: 
cheeseandwinetraders.com 



1186 Williston Rd. 

So. Burlington, VT 05403 
(Next to the Alpine Shop) 
802.863.0143 
Open 7 days 10am-7pm 


NO MEDICAL MARIJUANA CARD NEEDED / 10% OFF WITH STUDENT ID 


"FLYMMTi\ .o , 9 
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6/1 TH CHASING TRANE 

6/g FR DIANA KRALL 

Merrill’s Roxy Cinemas 

Flynn Mainstage 


VT/NY COLLECTIVE 

6/2 FR PINK MARTINI 

FlynnSpace 

Flynn Mainstage 

ONION RIVER 

6/3 SA ROBERT CRAY 

MUSIC CAMPOUT 

Flynn MainStage 

Onion River Campground 

1 CALLED HIM 

6/10 SA ARRESTED 

MORGAN 

DEVELOPMENT 

Merrill's Roxy Cinemas 

Waterfront Tent 

HOMES TOUR 

TERENCE BLANCHARD 

Various Burlington locations 

& THE E-COLLECTIVE 

6/4 SU SULLIVAN 

FlynnSpace 

FORTNER TRIO 

6/11 SI) BASSDRUMBONE 

FlynnSpace 

FlynnSpace 

6/5 MO PETER BROTZMANN 

NICKCASSARINO’S 

& HEATHER LEIGH 

SALVATION STATION 

FlynnSpace 

Nectar's 

6/6 TU CAM 1 LA MEZA 

6/13 TU Vermont Stage Company 

QUARTET 

THE BAKE OFF 

FlynnSpace 

FlynnSpace (6/13-18) 

BANG! THE BERT 

6/15 TH UTL. PETER PAN 

BERNS STORY 

Palace 9 Cinemas 

Merrill’s Roxy Cinemas 

BURLINGTON EDIBLE 

6/7 WE KAMASI 

HISTORY TOUR 

WASHINGTON 

Meet behind ECHO (6/15-30) 

Flynn Mainstage 

6/16 FR STEVEN WRIGHT 

DOM FLEMONS DUO 

Flynn MainStage 

FlynnSpace 

6/17 SA MAGIC MEN LIVE! 

SIDEWALK CHALK 

Flynn Mainstage 

Nectar’s 

6/22 TH HTL: SALOME 

6/8 TH TROMBONE SHORTY 

Palace 9 Cinemas 

& ORLEANS AVENUE 

BURLINGTON’S 

Waterfront Tent 

BACKYARD BASH 

JANE BUNNETT 

Hotel Vermont 

& MAQUEQUE 

6/24 SA BURLINGTON WINE 


& FOOD FESTIVAL 

ON SALE & COMING SOON 

Waterfront Park 

Flynn Garden Tour | SEU JORGE: The 

6/30 FR Flynn Youth Theater Co. 

Life Aquatic. A Tribute To David Bowie 


The King Returns | Alton Brown Live 

FlynnSpace (6/30-7/1) 

I 802-86-FLY NN | 153 Main St., Burlington 


iCBD 


HEALING WITHOUT THE HIGH 

Unlock the healing power of nature at Ceres. 
Vermont’s largest knowledge base and selection 
of hemp-based CBD products for adults and pets. 


^ / \ Natural remedies for Stress, 

; X J Pain, Anxiety & Inflammation. 



NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 10-5 - 



Visit us in Burlington 

ceres 

natural remedies 

1 STEELE ST. UNIT 113 

MON-SAT 9-5 844-789-9333 

ceresremedies.com 


SPACES, 

OPEN SEASONS 



Hunting and Fishing 
in American Art 


JUNE 3-AUGUST 27 




„ by PB optet Onlted Mlh , 
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$ 8.99 



MCKENZIE 

Oven Roasted 
Turkey Breast 


Cityrf 

Market 


82 S. Winooski Ave, Burlington, VT 
Open 7am - 1 1pm every day 
(802) 861-9700 
www.citymarket.coop 



PLANNING FOR YOUR FUTURE? 



Wake Robin has 

you should learn about today. 


As Vermont's only Life Care Community, Wake Robin offers active, 
resident-driven living in a beautiful setting, with unparalleled financial 
security and peace of mind. Coming in July, construction will start on our 
Maple expansion — the final phase of our campus — with the addition of 38 
light-filled new apartments. 

When you become a Maple Charter Member, you will enjoy the security 
of Life Care as soon as you make your deposit. Act now, live the life you 
choose, and save thousands of dollars. 


' WakeRobin 



The time to act is now! 

Call today to schedule a personal 
appointment. Secure your 
Charter Member benefits. 


200 Wake Robin Drive 
Shelburne, Vermont 05482 

802 . 448.4437 

WakeRobin.com 


Take advantage of the final 
days of special 
pre-construction pricing. 






SATURDAY 3 

Bugging Out 

There ain't no party like a party dedicated to pesky 
insects — at least according to citizens of Adamant. 
‘After a long, cold winter here in Adamant, we 
need something to celebrate, and God only knows 
we have plenty of blackflies" reads the Adamant 
Blackfly Festival website. Expect a costume 
parade, a pie contest live tunes and a writers' slam. 
SEE CALENDAR USTING ON PAGE S4 


SUNDAY 4 

Row Your Boat 

Whether you're a seasoned paddler or just getting 
your feet wet you can hit the water for the Onion 
River Race and Ramble. Canoers and kayakers of 
all levels board their boats at the Bolton Falls dam 
and float down the Winooski River to Richmond, 
where burgers and music await Proceeds benefit 
watershed protection and restoration. 

SEE CALENDAR USTING ON PAGE 57 


SUNDAY 4 

Roof Party 

Burlington band Barika reach new heights — liter- 
ally —with a Burlington Discover Jazz Festival con- 
cert atop Lakeview Garage. The six-piece ensemble 
serves up lively funk stylings with psychedelic and 
West African flavors amid picturesque views of the 
Queen City and Lake Champlain. Bonus: The rooftop 
revelry is free! 

SEE CALENDAR USTING ON PAGE 57 


TUESDAY 6 

High Stakes 

In April, the Mew York Times reported that 
President Donald Trump's proposed Environmental 
Protection Agency cuts would "shrink spending 
by 31 percent ... and eliminate a quarter of the 
agency's 15.000 jobs." A panel of state and federal 
policy experts weighs in during a conversation 
titled "Vermont’s Environment and the Trump 
Administration: What's Coming and What Can We 
Do About It?” 


ONGOING 

Repurposed Pages 

Digital prints and traditional media meet in images 
created by artist W. David Powell. Indulging his 
interest in the 19th century, the SUNY Plattsburgh 
associate professor of graphic design pulls from 
period books and ephemera for his collages and 
prints. His exhibition. "The Golden Era of the New 
Dawn & other distractions." is on view at the White 
River Gallery at BALE. 

SEE REVIEW ON PAGE 74 


SATURDAY 3 

One-Stop Pet Shop 

’ VlK throw fuiry friends a boor by •.!««■ 

'Isi Ir "E upon supplies end services Jl J benefit for 

HHUHUP Lacey's Fund, a nonprofit dedicated to supporting 

Vermont's retired police K-9s. The Caws 4 Paws Pet 
Expo at the Barre City B.O.R. Arena hosts dozens of ven- 
dors doling out everything from toys and food to training and boarding. Woof! 


MUST SEE, MUST DO THIS WEEfC 

COMPILED BY KRISTEN RAVIN 


'.SATURDAY 3 V' ” 

SNACK: AND STROLL 

■S., Invigorating hikes and farrtl-fresh bites are on the merit 
during Trek to Taste. Outdoor adventurers work up an 
agpetite on guided and individual excursions and 
refuel with salubrious samples from local food product 
' . ers along the wajT'this National Trails Day celebration at' 
Woodstock's Marsh-Billmgs-Rockefeller National Historical 
Park is sure to leave walkers feeling in tip*top shape. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 5G 





Here to There 


am cr 


1076 Williston Road, S. Burlington 

862.6585 

www.windjammerrestaurant.com 


85 Church St.|Burlington|863-6458 


F fio g llow 


Celebrating the work of 
John Brickels 
and Wendy James 


Exhibit Opening 
Thursday, June 1st 
5-8PM 



FAIR GAME OPEN SEASON ON VERMONT POLITICS BY JOHN WALTERS 


Rope-a-Dope 


t was a moment that exposed our 
nation’s ambivalent attitude toward 
marijuana. 

As he announced last Wednesday 
that he would veto a pot legalization bill, 
Vermont Gov. phil scott unintentionally 
revealed the hypocrisy at the heart of 
the debate. While rejecting the measure, 
Scott acknowledged that he has “a lot 
of friends” who smoke marijuana. That 
prompted the Vermont Press Bureau's 
neal goswami to ask whether those 
friends should be getting civil violations. 

“Maybe. I don’t know," the governor 
replied. “I think we’ve backed off on 
that. I don’t think anybody’s receiving—” 

“I think plenty of people are still 
receiving civil violations,” Goswami 
interjected. 

“This [bill] would prohibit that, 
right?” Scott said. 

“But I’m asking now, should your 
friends be ticketed?” asked Goswami. 

“Maybe,” said Scott. “I’m not their 

And there it is: a nod and a wink. 
Marijuana is illegal — even dangerous, 
some would argue — but hey, smoke ’em 
if you got 'em. No harm done. You won’t 
get busted, right? 

Actually, you might Vermont decrim- 
inalized marijuana in 2013, and the im- 
mediate result was a sharp uptick in civil 
violations. In the first year of decrimi- 
nalization, according to the Associated 
Press, police cited twice as many people 
for marijuana-related offenses as they 
had the previous year, when posses- 
sion of small quantities was a criminal 
offense. Goswami was right: Plenty of 
people are getting ticketed for pot 

At issue last Wednesday was S.22, a 
marijuana legalization bill passed by the 
Vermont legislature four weeks ago after 
years of debate. It would allow cultiva- 
tion and possession of small quantities 
of cannabis and create a commission to 
identify a path toward full legalization. 
Even as Scott vetoed the bill, he claimed 
it only needed a few fixes. Those could 
easily be accomplished, he asserted, 
diming a scheduled two-day legislative 
session starting on June 21. 

At his veto press conference, Scott 
exhibited a familiar pattern: appear- 
ing to say more than he actually is and 
speaking on more than one side of an 
issue. Sen. dick sears (D-Bennington), an 
advocate of legalization, observed that 
Scott was “all over the place” in his veto 
message. 


Indeed, Scott left reporters wonder- 
ing what his terms were for signing a 
legalization bill. He read an outline of his 
objections and demands, but he declined 
to give specifics. 

“Not today,” he said. “But if there’s a 
willingness for the House to move for- 
ward, for the Senate to move forward ... 
we’ll provide those [specifics] and work 
with them.” 

In other words, you go first. 

Legislative leaders reacted to the 
veto with more than a little puzzlement, 
given the limited nature of Scott’s objec- 
tions. Throughout the session, they say, 
the administration stuck to its broad op- 
position and never dealt in specifics. 

“They were not participating,” said Rep. 
maxine grad (D-Moretown), chair of the 


GOV. SCOTT ACKNOWLEDGED 
THAT HE HAS 

“A LOT OF FRIENDS” 
WHO SMOKE POT. 

House Judiciary Committee, where much 
of this year’s deliberation took place. “I 
would have very much liked to have heard 
this type of testimony in the room.” 

Scott acknowledged that he was 
caught off guard by the passage of S.22. 

“It was a bit of a surprise, to be per- 
fectly honest with you,” he said. “As you 
know, it came together in the last three 
or four days ... We did not have an oppor- 
tunity at that point to weigh in. It may 
be a miscalculation on my part I thought 
we were going to have the discussion 

It’s hard to imagine previous admin- 
istrations being guilty of such an over- 
sight. But even if you take Scott’s reasons 
at face value, why weren't his people 
tracking the issue closely and weigh- 
ing in at every opportunity? Marijuana 
legalization was on the front burner 
throughout the 2017 session. 

Still, Scott does make a valid point 
about the pitfalls of fast action. 

“Typically, when a bill goes through 
the House or Senate, it goes through the 
other body and then you’re able to make 
some changes that would make the bill 
better," he said. 

Perfectly reasonable, except that this 
is the guy who produced, in late April, a 


plan to overhaul the bargaining process 
for teacher health insurance benefits — 
and insisted on legislative action almost 
immediately. I guess fast-tracking is OK 
when it’s a bill you support 

In expressing his willingness to 
negotiate changes in S.22, Scott drew a 
tenuous distinction between allowing 
personal use of marijuana and legalizing 
it totally. 

“What you do behind closed doors 
in your own home, as long as you’re 
not affecting others — the innocent, so 
to speak — is OK,” he said. Which as- 
sumes that what you do at home will 
stay at home. Throughout the marijuana 
debate, Scott has insisted on a roadside 
impairment test for cannabis — but he 
apparently doesn't care if such a test is 
included in S.22. His only demand is for 
tougher penalties for those who smoke 
in a vehicle when children are present 

Scott makes accommodating noises 
to full legalization. He sees the momen- 
tum in nearby states and in Canada. “We 
have to recognize the vast amount of 
support there is in moving forward with 
some form of the use of the substance,” 

But his opposition to a fully regulated 
marketplace, which would be outlined 
by the commission established in S.22, 
remains unchanged. He would insist 
on a reliable roadside test for driver 
impairment, which doesn’t exist, and an 
impairment threshold for drivers, which 
has yet to be determined. He also wants 
the commission to produce “a detailed 
estimate of the general fund revenue 
required for the adequate regulation, 
enforcement, administration, education 
and prevention recommendations it 
shall make.” 

I guess he’s tired of hearing about all 
the tax revenue and jobs that would be 
created by a legal marketplace. 

At this point, action on S.22 during 
the upcoming two-day session appears 
unlikely. The legislature will have to 
tackle the budget and teacher health 
care bargaining. There seems to be no 
appetite for extending the session, and 
passing a new version of S.22 in two days 
would require suspension of legislative 
rules. The House Republican minority 
would have to assent to that, and Scott 
won't try to persuade them to do so. 

“I’m not twisting arms one way or the 
other on that one," Scott said. 

House Republican leader don turner 
(R-Milton) isn't twisting arms either. 
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“I've been consistent and my caucus has 
been consistent on how we approach 
rules suspensions," he said. “We talk 
about it, and then we vote on it.” 

Turner himself opposes legalization, 
and he’s just fine with putting off the 
issue until 2018. “I see no reason why 
we don’t just deal with it in January, 
when we can allow the proper vetting,” 

That would be a disappointment to 
legalization supporters. 

“I am willing to take the governor 
at his word that he wants 
to get this done,” said oavid 

Middlebury and pro bono 
advocate of legalization. 

“If he means it, he'll find a way to get it 
done. If he doesn't mean it, he won’t find 
a way to get it done.” 

There's a novel approach. Don't 
listen to what a politician says; pay at- 
tention to what he does. 

Media Notes 

Vermont Public Radio’s recently 
released annual report reveals a healthy 
organization that's burning through a 
whole lot of money. 

How much? Try $8.9 million in fiscal 
year 2016. And that doesn’t include VPR 
Next, a capital campaign that’s raised 
nearly $10 million over three years for 
a recently completed facilities upgrade 
and a “news and programming innova- 

Those figures may induce slack- 
jawed astonishment among Vermont 
nonprofits. But VPR is an expensive op- 
eration to maintain. Just ask CEO robin 
turnau. 

“We’re not like a WBUR in Boston, 
for instance,” she explained. “They have 
one FM radio station. We have 26. We 
have a classical network and a news and 
information network. It's costly to do 
business in our beautiful state." 

Let’s try a more pertinent com- 
parison. New Hampshire Public Radio 
covers similar terrain. It has a total 
of 13 stations and serves a population 
more than twice as large as VPR’s. 
In fiscal year 2016, NHPR spent $7.3 
million. 

VPR’s money supports an organiza- 
tion that’s grown by leaps and bounds 
from the early days of public radio. That 
means more reporters, more producers 
... and a lot more fundraising staffers. 
Thirteen, to be precise. 

“We have grown dramatically to 
serve our audience, and it takes money 
to raise money, you might say,” Turnau 


observed. “Back in my early days, it was 
very much reliant on pledge drives. 
They are still part of our fundraising 
menu, but only about 20 to 25 percent of 
our revenue comes from pledge drives 

Most of the rest comes from major 
donors, corporate underwriters and 
roughly 13,000 monthly donations. 
That’s a lot to manage. In the early days, 
public radio was a tugboat; now it's a 
battleship. 

Undoubtedly, running a $9 million 
organization is a complicated 
task. But in a time when other 
news media are in serious de- 
cline, how is VPR using its vast 
resources to pick up the slack? 

The news department lists 22 names, 
a substantial quantity. But many of them 
are working on productions that have 
little to do with news. In terms of actual 
reporters covering actual beats, Turnau 
estimates that VPR employs the equiva- 
lent of six and a half people. 

It’s fair to wonder if that’s enough, 
when serious journalism is in short 
supply and VPR is putting out stuff such 
as “VPR Cafe,” “Art Hounds,” “Awesome 
Etiquette” and “But Why,” its curious- 
kids podcast That's only a sampling of 
its long list of lifestyle-y programming. 
There’s nothing wrong with lighter fare, 
but in terms of VPR’s public-service 
mission, the balance seems to be off. 

“I think we do a lot of hard news, 
but we do it in a different way,” Turnau 
argued. But she also recognizes the need 
to do more. 

“We’re going to invest more in in- 
vestigative reporting,” she said. “We 
recognize that the landscape is chang- 
ing in Vermont, and we want to be even 
stronger in the area of holding people 
accountable and making sure that we 
can dig deeper." 

Still, VPR occupies some price- 
less real estate, both as a nonprofit 
and as a news outlet There isn't room 
for another, competing service. And 
in the words of Peter Parker's Uncle 
Ben, “With great power comes great 
responsibility.” 

For sure, VPR does a lot of good stuff. 
But it has great power. Is it fulfilling the 
responsibility? © 
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local matters 


Ghost Town Center: The Dying Days 
of Burlington’s Downtown Mall 



C rowds swarmed the Church 
Street Marketplace last Tuesday, 
navigating outdoor cafe tables, 
street vendors, slow-moving 
tourists and window shoppers. 

Steps away, a ghost town. Inside the 
so-called Burlington Town Center, the 
sound of jazzy Muzak filled deserted, 
fluorescent-lit hallways lined with 
empty storefronts. Unoccupied massage 
chairs awaited patrons who seemed 
unlikely to materialize. Even a coin-op- 
erated race-car ride bore an apologetic 
“out of order” sign. 

Bookended by Church Street and 
Macy's, the city’s three-block mall is in 
limbo. Its owner, Don Sinex, has all of 
the permits required to 
break ground on a con- 
troversial redevelopment 
of the shopping plaza 
— as soon as this summer. 

But opponents have a dif- 
ferent plan. Represented 
by Burlington attorney 
John Franco, various 
groups of city residents 
have launched a trio of 
legal challenges and are 
promising to keep sub- 
mitting appeals until all 
of the options have been 
exhausted. 

Now storefronts that only months 
ago housed American Eagle, J. Crew, and 
Journeys are vacant, their dark exteriors 
covered with brown paper. The build- 
ing’s remaining occupants, meanwhile, 
are still trying to attract customers while 
contending with general uncertainty 
about when construction might actu- 
ally begin. The result is a disemboweled 
retail relic with little foot traffic — a far 
cry from the cutting-edge urban renewal 
project that wowed Vermont shoppers 
when it opened in 1976. 

Of approximately 60 available 
storefronts in today’s mall, only 25 are 
occupied — and that includes L.L.Bean 
and Macy's, neither of which is part 
of the redevelopment. The number is 
down from 36 last November and 43 in 
2014, according to the Burlington Town 
Center website. 

Similar shopping emporiums are 
closing all around the country — no 
indoor mall has been built since 2006, 
according to ABC News. 

Sinex has offered his remaining 
Burlington Town Center tenants the 


option to move their wares to store- 
fronts closer to the Church Street 
entrance. In the first phase of con- 
struction, the mall entrance to Macy’s 
will be blocked off while wreckers and 
bulldozers raze the vacated western 
section of the shopping plaza. From 
start to finish, the redevelopment is 
scheduled to take three years. 

As Tuesday morning advanced, the 
east side of the mall grew livelier. Patrons 


toting briefcases en- 
tered Starbucks from 
its Church Street 
entrance, and, as they 
left, coffees in hand, 
their muffled conver- 
sations trickled into 
the mall lobby. 

Across the way, 
Rebecca Stowell and 
Tookie Mai washed 
the already-glistening 
windows of Five Guys. 
The fast-food burger joint replaced A 
Cuisine, a locally owned conveyor-belt 
sushi restaurant, which closed last fall 
after a short run. Five Guys is the newest 
addition to the Town Center and the 
only other store that faces pedestrian- 
heavy Church Street. Since the May 17 
opening, business has been “steady,” said 
Stowell. 

She said she wasn’t worried about 
the stability of her new job. If the Five 


The campaign against 
the reenvisioned mall, 
which includes buildings 
of up to 14 stories, started 
early on. As presented, 
Franco said, “the project 
is too big and does not 
deal with the problems 
it’s going to create." Six 
months ago. Franco helped 
the Coalition for a Livable 
City challenge the wording 
of the TIF ballot question 
that Burlingtonians ap- 
proved — but a judge dis- 
missed three parts of the 
four-part suit in mid-May. 

In March, after the Queen City’s 
Development Review Board green- 
lighted the project, Franco appealed the 
decision on behalf of 57 plantiffs, includ- 
ing some CLC members. He argued that 
the plans do not include enough parking 
to accommodate the increased occupancy. 

The project is out of scale with the 
surrounding area, the appeal stated, 
and does not comply with the city’s own 
zoning regulations. 

“This was not just a Hail Mary. There 
were serious appeals here," said Franco, 
who pointed to a judge's decision earlier 
this month that found his claims were 
not “tenuous or frivolous.” 

Legal appeals are a “long tradition 
in Vermont,” he added. They’re also 
a necessary component of a thorough 
review process; Franco maintains that 
the Development Review Board never 
considered his parking concerns in their 
discussions. 


Guys owners anticipated an issue, she 
said trustingly, “then they wouldn't have 
opened it, you know?" 

It's been nearly three years since 
Sinex announced the redevelopment. A 
New York developer with Vermont ties, 
he’s earned the backing of Mayor Miro 
Weinberger, Burlington city councilors 
of all political persuasions and several 
environmental groups. Last November, 
Burlington voters approved two mall- 
related ballot measures, including $21.8 
million in tax-increment financing to pay 
for infrastructure along newly opened 
stretches of Pine and St. Paul streets. 


Sinex received the go-ahead from the 
city’s design advisory board, conserva- 
tion board and, finally, in mid-March, 
the permits from the Development 
Review Board. 
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He said his clients would fight until 
the end. They have explored multiple 
avenues, including a request that the 
project be subject to Act 250 review. 
When the environmental district co- 
ordinator denied that motion. Franco 
immediately filed an appeal. 

IT’S A COMPLICATED PROJECT, 
AND WITH GOMPUGAHONS GOME 
DELAY AND CONTROVERSIES. 

BRIAN SHUPE 

“It’s a complicated project, and 
with complications come delay and 
controversies,” said Brian Shupe, ex- 
ecutive director of the Vermont Natural 
Resources Council. The VNRC opposed 
the project early on because it had too 
much parking Shupe added, but with 
changes to the plan, it finally endorsed 
the development. 

Still, he said, “there’s a right for folks 
to have due process.” 

What about those whose livelihoods 
depend on the mall? 

One saleswoman, folding shorts 
behind the counter of the women's 
clothing store Francesca’s, said she ex- 
pected to start a job search within the 
coming weeks. “They don’t tell us any- 
thing,” said the woman, who declined to 
give her name and didn’t define “they.” 

She’s in favor of the redevelopment 
— though she recognized its drawbacks. 


“I think it’s going to be a hot mess for 
the next two years,” she added. 

Upstairs, Sameen Mohideen said 
he’s hoping to move Saraz, an Indian 
clothing and jewelry store, to a shop in 
the front of the mall. He ticked off the 
businesses that have left around him: 
“Hollister, American Eagle, Famous 
Footwear, J. Crew..." he trailed off. 

“It’s weird to be here alone,” said 
Mohideen, who has owned his store 
for a dozen years. “It feels like we’re 
abandoned.” 

Sinex exhibited a determined enthu- 
siasm during an interview in his fourth- 
floor offices at 101 Cherry Street, above 
L.L.Bean. “I'm confident as time goes 
by, we’U win," he said, leaning forward 
at a conference room table. He was 
eager to list the project’s many benefits: 
affordable housing, economic payback 
and fewer commuters, to name a few. 
Still, he doesn’t feel any of it resonates 
with locals. “The 14 stories — that sinks 
in," he said wryly. 

The ongoing litigation, though, 
means Sinex has yet to secure the major- 
ity of the financing for the $225 million 
project. In April, he announced that his 
company, Devonwood Investors, along 
with New York-based Rouse Properties, 
would combine to put up about $75 
million in a joint venture agreement. 
The remaining funds are expected in 
the form of a $150 million construction 

Sinex has provided mixed mes- 
sages about when the cash will come 
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local matters 


Report Card: Studied to Death 
by the Vermont Legislature 


T he Vermont legislature rejected Gov. Phil 
Scott’s plan to merge the liquor department 
and lottery commission earlier this year, 
opting instead to study the matter. Rather than 
raise the minimum wage, it created a study committee. 
An attempt to regulate tile drains — underground irri- 
gation pipes that can be a conduit for pollution — also 
turned into a study. 

And that’s just scratching the surface. According to 
a Seven Days analysis, lawmakers ordered up 68 reports 
and studies during the recently concluded legislative 
session. That has some wondering whether it’s time — 
and money — well spent. 

“I find it very frustrating that any time there’s an 
issue that can’t get resolved, the solution always seemed 
to be a study or some other term for the same thing,” 
said House Minority Leader Don Turner (R-Milton). 

Lawmakers acknowledge their penchant for com- 
missioning reports, which can be a compromise be- 
tween doing something and doing nothing — a way 
to appease advocates for a particular cause without 
angering opponents. 

The problem, critics say, is that too often these spe- 
cial reports serve no practical purpose. 

“Frankly, people joke, ‘Are any of these reports 
read?”’ said Sen. Jane Kitchel (D-Caledonia), chair of 
the Senate Appropriations Committee. 

“Sometimes a study comes back to you, and you 
scratch your head and say, “Why did we ask for this?”’ 
admitted Sen. Dick Sears (D-Bennington), who heads 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

Lawmakers say they have tried to reduce the number 
of summer studies, but still the stack grows higher. 

No comprehensive record exists, so Seven Days 
created one by searching the 99 bills that passed both 
chambers this year for such terms as “study,” “report," 
“working group,” “task force,” “commission” and 
“council.” We excluded any straightforward requests 
for specific information that could be delivered ver- 
bally or as part of an already-established report. When 
the legislature created a committee and then assigned 
it a report, we counted that just once. 

So what were lawmakers eager to explore? The 
68 commissioned reports focused on such topics as 
Airbnb, health information technology, suicide, sexual 
assault evidence kits, impartial policing, independent 
schools, workers’ compensation and waterway cleanup. 

The 2018 state budget alone calls for 17 new reports; 
an economic development bill contains nine; and a mea- 
sure “relating to insurance and securities” includes five. 

Most commonly, the legislature orders state agen- 
cies to create the reports. In other cases, lawmakers 
carry out studies themselves as part of temporary 
summer committees, or they delegate the job to a 
group of stakeholders. On occasion, the legislature cre- 
ates permanent commissions, whose responsibilities 
inevitably include annual reports. 

Seven Days’ list does not include the many recurring 
studies and existing commissions that predate the 2017 
session. According to the governor’s office, Vermont 



has accumulated more than 180 permanent commis- 
sions, which range from highly active ones, such as the 
State Board of Education, to the obscure, such as the 
Vermont Racing Commission — established in 1959 to 
regulate horse-race gambling. 

Of course, some studies generate important results. 
Many of the state's landmark laws were preceded by 
studies, including same-sex marriage, physician-as- 
sisted suicide, universal prekindergarten and paid sick 
leave. Rep. David Deen (D-Westminster) argues that 
study committees and the reports they produce are 
especially important for a part-time legislature with 
limited professional staff. 

“Because we are a citizens’ legislature, there are 
issues that come to us that we have never thought about 
in our entire lives,” Deen said. “We need a mechanism 
to be able to look at issues in depth." 

Rep. Oliver Olsen (I-Londonderry) agrees. “I actu- 
ally see a lot of value in study committees,” he said, sug- 
gesting that the “more relaxed, focused environment” 
makes them more productive. “These committees are 
working without the distractions that we typically see 
in the legislative session ... You don’t have all the hustle 
and bustle. You don’t have lobbyists coming in and out 
of the committees." 


From her perch as Appropriations chair, Kitchel acts 
as a sort of study gatekeeper. She also defends them. “I 
know studies are often code for ‘delay.’ Sometimes they 
are, in fact ... gathering information and data necessary 
to make informed decisions,” she said. 

Sears sees value in a task force his committee cre- 
ated this year to address complaints about the state’s 
alimony laws, which haven't been updated in decades. 
Composed of lawyers, judges, alimony payers and re- 
cipients, the group is supposed to recommend changes 
to the statute. “To get them together would take an 
entire session,” Sears said. 

On the other hand, when asked about a report to de- 
termine whether the state should continue to require 
a front license plate on vehicles, he responded with 
sarcasm: “I think that’s just a terribly important thing 
... I hope it’s exhaustive.” 

Some studies, Sears noted, “are really Oust] kicking 
the can down the road.” He suggested that the creation 
of a Mental Health Crisis Response Commission this 
year was merely a way to postpone difficult funding 
decisions. 

Sometimes the process repeats itself. Last year, the 
legislature called on the state treasurer to identify fund- 
ing sources to clean up the state’s waterways. This year, 
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lawmakers reviewed the report and then 
created a working group to recommend 
funding sources. There was little else to 
do in a political environment hostile to 
new taxes and fees. (The legislature also 
created a seven-member advisory coun- 
cil to oversee the new six-member water 
funding working group.) 

Similarly, for three years in a row 
lawmakers have asked for reports on 
the difference in pay rates between 
hospital-affiliated doctors and indepen- 
dent ones. Still, they’ve gotten no closer 
to the goal of “pay parity.” 

“I quite honestly think we ask for way 
too many reports,” said Sen. Jeanette 
White (D-Windham), who chairs 
the Senate Government Operations 
Committee. 

“I think many of those reports go 
unread," Olsen observed. “Do I read 
every report that’s been produced? No. 
It’s just not practical.” 

I THINK MANY OF THOSE 

REPORTS GO UNREAD. 

REP. OLIVER OLSEN 

If lawmakers have trouble reading 
the reports, how do the people produc- 
ing them manage? 

Summer study committees carry a 
known cost, in addition to legislative 
staff time. Lawmakers are paid a per 
diem rate of $141, plus mileage and food 
expenses, which average about $73 a 
day, according to a 2017 memo from the 
Joint Fiscal Office. The six lawmakers 
assigned to the minimum wage study 
committee will meet five times, costing 
roughly $6,420. 

Occasionally, members of the public 
get paid for their participation — $50 a 
day, plus expenses — or the study group 
gets its own appropriation. In 2017, most 
study committees were asked to make 
do without additional pay. 

State employees get assigned the 
most work by far. Sixty-four of the 68 re- 
ports require their participation, which 
adds to their regular duties. 

Even so, current officials are loath to 
protest the workload. 

The Department of Environmental 
Conservation, for example, picked up 
five new report assignments this session, 
according to Deputy Commissioner 
Rebecca Ellis. Adding in seven annual 
reports and one biennial one, the DEC 
will have 14 reports due in 2018 — a light 
load compared to the 33 it has to deliver 
this year. 

“I actually think the legislature is 
pretty mindful of the demands they're 


putting on the agencies,” said Ellis, who 
previously served in the House. “From 
my sense, they really don’t request re- 
ports on a whim.” 

But, as Sen. Claire Ayer (D-Addison) 
noted, “Nobody complains to us because 
we’re the lawmakers.” 

Former officials tend to be more 
blunt. “They can direct us to do stuff, 
and sometimes they do it without regard 
to what our workflow is and what our 
capacity is,” said Deb Markowitz, who 
led the Agency of Natural Resources 
under former governor Peter Shumlin. 
“It’s very easy for a legislative commit- 
tee to say, ‘Oh, just do a study and report 

Susan Bartlett, who served as a state 
senator before going to work in the gov- 
ernor’s office and later in the Agency of 
Human Services, agreed. “They don’t 
realize how much time and energy is 
required to do these reports,” she said. 

“We were just buried in them at 
times," recalled Doug Racine, who led 
the Agency of Human Services under 
Shumlin. “Oftentimes we were being 
asked to create data we didn’t have ... 
and we didn’t have the ability to [col- 
lect] with our IT system.” 

“The legislature has a right to ask 
for information. I would never quarrel 
with that,” Racine said. But, he contin- 
ued, “Can we look at these things once 
in a while and ask, ‘Are they still adding 
value?"’ 

Lawmakers contend that they al- 
ready do that — or at least try to. 

Kitchel’s panel reviews any report 
that comes with an explicit cost and 
has pushed to consolidate committees 
with similar missions. That appears 
to have cut down on legislative study 
committees. 

Former senator Kevin Mullin, who 
resigned last week to join the Green 
Mountain Care Board, has noticed a dif- 
ference. In past years, he said, “I would 
go up there [to the Statehouse] in the 
summertime, and half the legislature 
would be there.” 

This year, only nine of the new re- 
ports require lawmaker participation. 

The House and Senate government 
operations committees also periodically 
try to weed out superfluous studies 
and commissions. But, said White, “It 
doesn’t always happen, and sometimes 
it’s very informal." 

Once created, commissions are 
difficult to eliminate. White said her 
committee ran into resistance when it 
wanted to get rid of the Vermont Racing 
Commission. Betting on horse racing is 
illegal in Vermont, but the commission 
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local matters 


Shoulder Room: Route 7’s Gains Cause Some Pains 





A yellow-clad road worker 
flagged a dozen cars to a stop 
last Thursday while excava- 
tors gouged out earth and 
shrubbery along the east side of Route 7 
in Charlotte. 

The vehicles waited in the spring 
drizzle for about seven minutes. Such 
delays have become familiar to regular 
commuters as a $20 million, three-mile 
road reconstruction and shoulder-wid- 
ening project stretches into its second 
summer. 

The holdups are a temporary incon- 
venience. But the physical changes to 
the route through pastoral Chittenden 
County are permanent. Hundreds of 
trees have been felled and stretches of 
private land bulldozed to widen the cor- 
ridor so that it looks less like a narrow 
country byway and more like what it 
really is: a commuter highway that car- 
ries 13,500 cars a day through Charlotte. 

The work is widening the ribbon of 
asphalt from roughly 28 feet to 42 feet 
— but there will still be just two lanes, 
one northbound and one southbound. 
What’s changing are the road shoul- 
ders, where drivers can pull over for 
the cops or to change a flat tire. These 
will expand from narrow strips barely 
big enough to accommodate a bicycle 
to eight-foot-wide ones to conform with 
federal highway safety standards. 

Half of the project is already done, 
from the Ferrisburgh-Charlotte town 
line north to State Park 
which leads to Mount 
The remaining section, 
under construction, will 
terminate just before the 
biggest intersection in 
town, at Ferry Road, where 
people turn off Route 7 to 
catch a boat to Essex, N.Y. 

The project is on budget 
and on schedule for comple- 
tion in July 2018, according to 
Vermont Transportation Agency 
project manager Ken Upmal. But not 
everybody is applauding it. 

“They spent a lot of money on this 
thing that didn’t have to be spent. 
Ridiculous,” said Jim Amblo, 82, co- 
owner of Tarry-Ho Miniature Horses 
farm on the west side of Route 7 in 
Charlotte. 

Last summer VTrans workers 
chopped down five towering sugar 
maples on Amblo’s property, he ex- 
plained glumly, pointing to a log pile. 
That was all that remained of the 


granddaddy trees he first tapped for 
syrup when his family acquired the 
property circa 1948. 

The life-size model horse that once 
stood sentry on his lawn overlooking 
the highway is now lean- 
ing against a garage, 
a casualty of a 
recent power- 
ful windstorm. 
Amblo feels 
off-kilter, too. 
He dislikes 
the way work- 
ers graded the 
bank in front 
of his old white 
farmhouse, he said 
as he looked out from 
under the bill of his striped 
farm cap at the traffic whizzing past. 
The new driveway the state built for 
him is steeper than Amblo expected, 
he said, and difficult to ascend in a 
truck loaded with hay bales for his 26 
miniature horses. He regrets accept- 
ing a state payment of $4,500 for an 

The state has agreed to adjust the 
grade of the driveway, but Amblo said 
the project marred the landscape for no 
good reason. 


“It might be progress, but not for me 
... It’s a shame," he said. 

Duker Bower has a different view. 
Just to the north of Amblo’s property, 
at the dangerous intersection of Route 7 
and State Park Road, the innkeeper and 
artist welcomed the project — especially 
because it includes a small tunnel that 
will allow pedestrians and cyclists to 
cross underneath the busy highway. 
The flashing yellow light that 
warned motorists approach- 
ing that perilous spot has 
been replaced with a 
turning lane. 

“I think it’s won- , 
derful,” said Bower, 
co-owner of the Inn 
at Charlotte B&B. 

He, too, gave up 

struction last summer 
but said the benefits out- 
weigh the losses. “I actually 
kind of like the way it's opened 
up,” Bower said about the views, adding. 
“It is safer and better." 

He’s eager to use the approximately 
$150,000 tunnel, which is scheduled to 
be completed next year. 

The new underpass, or half of it, was 
visible last Thursday in a large pit. The 


concrete box is shaped like a freight 
train car but with a sloped entrance. The 
96-foot-long tunnel is being installed 
in two precast pieces, the first on the 
east side of the road currently being 
reconstructed. 

Joe DePaolis, a contractor who is the 
chief inspector of the project, pointed to 
the crushed stone on the tunnel floor — 
meant to provide traction to walkers and 
bikers. An enormous excavator sat 
the pit, and engineers 
and construction workers 
scurried around the site 
:o work on the grade 
and drainage system. 
GPS satellite data 
helps them to build 
with precision. 

“It’s not Fred 
Flintstone construc- 
tion anymore,” said 
DePaolis. “It’s been 
uiought out” 

The new tunnel will make it 
easier for cross-country skiers, cyclists 
and pedestrians to travel a proposed 
seven-mile gravel recreation path called 
the Charlotte Town Link Trail, intended 
to connect the eastern and western 
parts of town. Right now, only about 
two miles of the route are complete, in 


GOT A NEWS TIP? NEWS@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


fragments, on both sides of the road. But 
the trail’s supporters hope one day to 
expand and link sections so that people 
can take it from Mount Philo, a popular 
hiking destination with commanding 
Lake Champlain views, to the Charlotte 
Town Beach. In March, town voters ap- 
proved $40,000 toward the trail project. 

Currently, a section of unpaved trail 
near the underpass is lightly trod — the 
outline faint in a lush, grassy meadow. 
That’s because, up until now, it has dead- 
ended at a stream of cars on Route 7, said 
Bower, the innkeeper. Cars shoot past at 
highway speeds; the posted limit is SO 
miles per hour. 

“There’s no easy way to cross,” he said. 

The tunnel is a step toward a trail 
system that Charlotte badly needs for both 
adults and children, Bower said. “You can’t 
do anything without getting them in a car,” 
he said. “This gives them an opportunity 
to go across town with a bicycle.” 

Margaret Russell, cochair of the 
Charlotte Trails Committee, is also a big 


fan of the underpass. “We’ve been wait- 
ing for this for years,” she said. 

The loss of trees is noticeable 
along the stretch of road that has been 
completed, Russell allowed. “Driving 
through there, it’s stark,” she said. “I 

IT’SAVERY DANGEROUS 
SECTION OF ROAD, 

AND THEY ARE MAKING IT SAFER. 

MARGARET RUSSELL 


think it’s going to take a while to get used 
to it, and I’m sorry for the homeowners 
directly involved.” 

But the new shoulders will be much 
better for cyclists and motorists, she said. 

“It's a very dangerous section of 
road, and they are making it safer,” 
Russell said. 


“It’s a huge project, and a necessary 
one,” said commuter Jason Farrell. “It’s 
crazy how tight that corridor was with 
bikes. It used to scare the hell out of me.” 

He drives north from Vergennes to 
drop off his daughter at Rice Memorial 
High School in South Burlington and 
then heads to work in Essex. Farrell 
said he’s experienced occasional 
construction delays but “nothing 
extraordinary.” 

Route 7 runs the length of western 
Vermont, from Highgate in the north to 
Pownal in the south. Most of the 176-mile 
artery is already widened to federal stan- 
dards, with eight-foot shoulders. Another 
shoulder-widening and reconstruction 
project is under way this summer about 
40 miles south of Charlotte, in Brandon 
and Pittsford. 

Traffic on the corridor, also known 
as the Ethan Allen Highway, thickens as 
it nears Burlington and peaks at 40,800 
vehicles a day by the Interstate 189 on- 
ramp in South Burlington. That’s as 



heavy a load as on many stretches of 
Interstate 89, which has the highest traf- 
fic volume in the state. 

The state upgrades arterial roads such 
as Routes 2 and 7 with standard shoul- 
ders when conditions and funding allow, 
said Bruce Nyquist, director of highway 
safety at VTrans. 

Plenty of narrow country roads 
with little or no shoulder will stay that 
way. “We’re not widening everything,” 
Nyquist said. 

That’s no comfort, though, to Amblo, 
who shook his head as he gazed at the 
young replacement maple trees that 
workers planted in his front yard. He 
won’t live to see them produce any sap 
worth collecting, he said, and recognizes 
no advantage to the road widening. In 
fact, he said, it might entice people to 

“We got nothing,” Amblo commented. 
“It’s very sad.” © 

Contact: molly@sevendaysvt.com 



OOluKai DAYS 


June 2 nd - 4“ 


Enter to win one free pair of OluKai at each of our 4 locations while checking out our in-store specials! 

Try-on styles available only during our on-site, trunk 
show events and share your Aloha! 

TRUNK SHOWS: 

June 2nd - Colchester 10am - 4pm 

1 fiJweA- 

danform 

family owned since 1 978 

BURLINGTON 
COLCHESTER 
SHELBURNE 
ST ALBANS 

June 3rd - Shelburne 10am - 4pm 

DanformShoesVT.com 

Selection varies by store. 
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MOVIES AT 

MAIN STREET LANDING 


THE FILM HOUSE * SIXTY LAKE STREET * BURLINGTON WATERFRONT 



Every Tuesday at 7pm * first Come first Served ★ Free and Open to the Public 



1 1 MAIN STREET LANDING 


CREATING HEALTHY PLACES FOR PEOPLE TO WORK AND PLAY 




Unique event and performance 
space available for daily rental 
Call Melinda Moulton 
802-864-7999 

our com-nuroty cores comp mainstreetlanding.com 


a uur LomTiunuy cores camp 
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Ghost Town Center < 


shoppers. “It is tall,” she said of the 
proposed towers. 

Richmond moved to Burlington just 
a month ago, but in her previous town 
be set “within weeks.” Now, six weeks _ Rockland, Maine - a five-story hotel 


n. He told reporters in December, and 
then in April, that the financing would 


later, he said he has “four to five” l 
ders interested in putting up the funds. 

But the legal tie-ups are costing him. used to anything." 




interested 
forking over $150 million 
to $180 million while 
there are pending court 
appeals, Sinex said. 

In court documents, 
Sinex has claimed that 
he’s losing $270,000 every 
month that construction is 
delayed. 

If Sinex manages to 
finance the project, he is al- 
lowed to proceed with con- 
struction, despite efforts to 
slow it down. But a ruling 
in Franco’s favor could 


IT'S WEIRD 
TO BE HERE 
ALONE. 

IT FEELS 
LIKE WE’RE 
ABANDONED. 


Jason Robinson, the 
owner of LeZot Camera 
Shop, moved from a Church 
Street studio in October 
2016 to a space in the mall; 
he supported the redevel- 
opment project from the 
start and wanted to be at 
ground zero — precisely 
100 steps from the front 
door, he said, and close to 
what would become a new 
back door, where St Paul 
Street would cut through 
the existing building. 

Robinson has a loyal cli- 


force Sinex to dismantle SAMEEN MOHIDEEN entele that seeks him 01 
any progress that’s been people come from as far as 

made. And if the case is ap- Maine for camera equip- 

pealed to the Vermont Supreme Court ment and photo printing, he said. But 


it could dragon for months, even years. 

Until the legal affairs get sorted, it! 
business as usual at the Town Center. 


Robinson, who supported Sinex ahead 
of November's vote on mall-related 
ballot measures, said he's worried about 


On the mall mezzanine last week, other shop owners who are losing foot 
passersby grew to a steady stream as traffic and don't know what will happen 
midday approached. French-speaking _ nor when. 

Quebecois walked by, paying little 
attention to their surroundings as 
they streamed toward Church Street with exasperation. “We emptied out 
Families strolled, clutching Macy's this thing so we can do work, and now 
bags. A line formed for burgers, fries there’s no work to be done - for what 
and shakes at Five Guys. 

Shoppers paused by a prominent 
display with large renderings of the pro- 
posed development Trudy Richmond effort “seems kind of personal 
stood before a visualization of a street- 

level scene, complete with contented Contact: katie@sevenda.ysvt. 


reason?" 

With a public vote and the permits 
place, Robinson said, the opposition 


Report Card «p.T7 

continues to this day with a three-mem- 
ber board chaired by Burlington busi- 
nessman and political insider Harlan 
Sylvester. 

White herself isn’t immune to 
the temptation. “I’m going to try 
to talk Tim into letting [the Senate 
Government Operations Committee] 
meet five times this summer to talk 
about law enforcement,” she noted, 
referring to Senate President Pro 
Tempore Tim Ashe (D/P-Chittenden). 


White acknowledged that her line of 
inquiry — how to address inconsistent 
police coverage across the state — has 
already been studied about a dozen 
times dating back to 1974. 

“What’s happened is that a report 
will be done, and you read the report 
and say, ‘Oh, my God, this is going to 
make half the law enforcement in the 
state mad,”’ White explained. This time, 
she pledged, “We’re just going to tackle 
it even if we make people mad.” © 

Contact: alicia@sevendaysvLcom 
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OBITUARIES 


Franklin 
Garfield 
Marshall Jr. 

1933-2017 

Franklin Garfield Marshall 
Jr., a true storyteller like 
the raconteurs of old, left 
this life on May 20, 2017. as 
he preferred to live it: in his 
house on Lake Champlain, 
surrounded by those he 
loved and with a glass of red 
wine by his side. 

Frank was bom and 
presumed stillborn on 
August 1, 1933, to Franklin 
Garfield Marshall and Ada 
Winn Marshall in Springfield, 
Mass. When the infant 
was discovered alive hours 
later, the heat from a nearby 
radiator was credited with 
reviving him. Not one to look 
a gift horse in the mouth. 
Frank grabbed the follow- 
ing 83-plus years with both 
hands, until the cancer that 
he had staved off for several 
years finally had the last 

Frank embarked upon his 
professional career in New 
York armed only with his 
wits and a singular ability for 
writing prose. Hanging out 
a shingle with Phil Bloom, 
he launched the firm of 
Marshall and Bloom, writing 
position papers and making 
industrial films for corporate 

Frank's ability to trans- 
late complex concepts 



for different audiences 
earned him the reputation 
of being an out-of-the-box 
thinker. It was during this 
time as a consultant that 
he introduced one of his 
clients, Xerox, to the idea 
of underwriting special 
programming for television, 
resulting in such ground- 
breaking programs as 
"Roots, - "Nicholas Nickelby," 
The Autobiography of Miss 
Jane Pittman" and 'Queen 
of the Stardust Ballroom," to 
name a few. 

The overwhelming suc- 
cess of Xerox Presents led 


to the formation of his 
own production company 
—Reeves Communication 
— which produced a string 
of successful shows such as 
"Electric Company." "Sesame 
Street." "Kate & Al lie' and 
“That's Incredible!" At the 
same time, he served as the 
creative force and execu- 
tive producer for Mobil Oil 
Corp.'s "Masterpiece Theatre" 
and "Mystery" produc- 
tions, including The First 
Churchills." "Elizabeth R," "I, 
Claudius." and "Edward & 
Mrs. Simpson." "Upstairs, 
Downstairs" which was aired 
in 1974, became an imme- 
diate sensation, winning 
numerous national and 
international awards. 

Frank is survived by Val 
Hird. six children (Kathleen 
Marshall: Kenneth and 
Elizabeth Marshall; 
Jonathan and Gregg Ross; 
and Blackwell Hird], their 
spouses, and eight grand- 
children. In lieu of flowers, 
may we suggest a visit to 
Frank's blog to enjoy a few 
of the stories that Frank so 
loved to share at keywest- 
wind.blogspot.com. Frank 
may not be happy with any 
formal fuss, but we know 
he will be pleased with 
increased readership! 


Want to memorialize a 
loved one in Seven Days ? 

Post your remembrance online and in print 
at lifelines.sevendaysvt.com. Or contact us 
at lifelines@sevendaysvt.com or 865-1020, 
ext. 37. 



Thursday, June 8 th from 5-8pm 


FRE£ 9SCR TASTING 

at Lenny’s Shoe & Apparel, 2121 Essex Rd, Williston 

20% OFF STORCWIOE^0mm^ 

from 5-8pm during the event 

Discount on full priced merchandise only, exdudes Yeti f vlxUlla ^1 j 

Tasting by Goodwater Brewery 
Enter to win raffle prizes from: 

jSLH • is* 

100% of raffle ticket sales will be donated to the National Multiple Sclerosis Society 

The funds raised will help ensure that more than 2.000 Vermonters living with MS can live their best lives as 
research for a cure continues. The proceeds will support funding for MS centers in Vermont and New England. 


HE SAID I Ml? 


For breaking local news 
and political commentary, 
go straight to the source: 


Mark your family's milestones in lifelines. 

Iifelines.sevendaysvt.com 
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STATEOfTHECIVtS 



Short 
Takes 
on Five 
Vermont 
Books 

BY MARGOT HARRISON. 
RACHEL ELIZABETH JONES 
& SADIE WILLIAMS 

S even Days writ- 

sibly read, much 
less review, all 
the books that arrive in 
a steady stream by post, 
email and, in one memo- 
rable case, a charm of 
hummingbirds. So this 
monthly feature is our 
way of introducing you to 
five books by Vermont au- 
thors. To do that, we con- 
textualize each book just 
a little and quote a single 
representative sentence 
from, yes, page 32. 

Inclusion here implies 
neither approval nor 
derision on our part, but 
simply: Here are a bunch 
of books, arranged al- 
phabetically by authors’ 
names, that Seven Days 
readers might like to know 
about. © 



Good Naked: 
Reflections on 
How to Write More, 
Write Better, 
and Be Happier 

Joni B. Cole. University Press of New 
England. 208 pages. $19.95. 

Writers need to rewire 
their brains toward the 
positive because if we 
don't, sooner or later we 
are likely to decide that 
the pain and effort of 
capturing our stories on 
the page aren't worth 
it, even when we know 
writing is one of the most 
worthy things we can do. 

Do you yearn to write the “great 
American novel" but can’t seem 
to get beyond a page? Are you 
eager to have your work critiqued 
with “brutal honesty”? Are you 
convinced you’ll never be a writer if 
you don’t write every single day? For 
aspiring authors who have absorbed 
these common attitudes, joni b. 
cole, founder of the writer's center 
of white river junction, has some 
straight — and often funny — talk. 
Part craft book and part self-help. 
Good Naked advances the radical 
thesis that being nice to themselves 
— and their peers — might actually 
help writers write more and better. 
Drawing on her ample workshop 
experience, Cole, who also teaches 
at Dartmouth College, offers 
common-sense advice for getting 
words on the page. Just as our 
naked bodies shouldn’t be a source 
of shame, she suggests, neither 
should our rough drafts, which 
reveal the “creative process in all its 
shining glory.” 



The Farm in the 
Green Mountains 

Review of Books Classics, 256 pages. 
$15.95. 


We fell asleep late, 
because in this third 
snowy night a new sound 
had come: the sliding of 
the compact masses of 
snow off the roof and the 
dull thundering roar of 
the snow that slid off and 
piled up in front of the 
ground floor windows like 


This just might be the perfect 
year for the reissue of The Farm in 
the Green Mountains. Originally 
published in German in 1949 (and 
translated in 1987), it tells the story 
of the Austrian-bom author’s flight 
from Germany to America with her 
husband in 1939. He was a satirical 
playwright whose jabs at the Nazi 
regime were not wholly welcomed. 
She was an actress, secretary and 
late-blooming writer. After their 
exile from Germany and Austria, 
the couple landed in New York, then 
Vermont, where they settled on 
an old farm with an assortment of 
domestic animals. For seven years, 
they found refuge in the pastoral 
location and the physical labor 
it demanded of them. Chopping 
wood, mending pipes and growing 
vegetables became acts of survival 
and solace. Herdan-Zuckmayer's 
account of those years began as a 
collection of letters to her in-laws 
and became a bestseller in postwar 
Germany. This edition includes an 
introduction by author Elisa Albert, 
who says that, reading Farm shortly 
after the election of Donald Trump, 
she found it “just the right book at 
just the right time." 



Operatic Divas 
and Naked Irishmen: 
An Innkeeper’s Tale 

Nancy R. Hinchliff She Writes Press. 240 
pages. $16.92. 

The streets and even 
the sidewalks were 
frequently littered, 
and unsavory-looking 
characters lurked around 
every corner— homeless 
people and drug addicts, 
as well as an occasional 
prostitute or two. 

In this passage from her memoir, 
nancy r. hinchliff describes the his- 
toric Louisville, Ky., neighborhood 
where, at the age of 64, she pur- 
chased an elegant Victorian hoping 
to turn it into a bed-and-breakfast. 
A retired schoolteacher with little 
relevant experience, she nonethe- 
less ended up running her inn for 
two decades, gathering plenty of 
stories along the way. From rehab 
nightmares to unhelpful help to 
eccentric guests (the title alludes 
to two particularly memorable 
ones), Hinchliff weathered plenty 
of misadventures. An indepen- 
dent-minded, lifelong urbanite 
who minces no words — “Moving 
to Vermont," she writes, “was like 
moving to a third-world country for 
me" — she tells her tales in brisk, 
readable chapters. Each one in- 
cludes a delicious-sounding recipe 
from Hinchliff’s B&B repertoire. 

Hinchliff launches her book on 
Tuesday, June 13, 7 pan. at Phoenix 
Books Essex. 


M.H. 


S.W. 


M.H. 
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City on the Verge: 
Atlanta and the 
Fight for America’s 
Urban Future 

pages. $30. 8 

Atlanta was officially 
incorporated as a city in 
1847, when a circle with 
a one-mile radius was 
drawn from the Zero 
Mile Post to define its 
boundaries. 

With beginnings as a “makeshift rail- 
road junction” named Marthasville, 
America’s biggest southeastern 
city has come a long way. In his 
new volume, Colchester-based 
author — and Atlanta native — mark 
pendergrast argues that the city has 
reached a key historical moment. At 
the center of Pendergrast’s analysis 
is the BeltLine, a grassroots revital- 
ization effort to create an intercon- 
nected 22-mile loop of streetcars, 
trails and parks encircling down- 
town. Offering both an account of 
Atlanta's tumultuous history and 
an anatomical breakdown of the 
BeltLine project so far, Pendergrast 
situates City on the Verge within the 
larger context of urban America’s 
future. A must-read for urban-plan- 
ning junkies, it should also appeal 
to those interested in community 
building and the oft-charged poli- 
tics of the built environment. 

Pendergrast celebrates the 
book's release on Thursday, June 1, 
7 p.m. at Phoenix Books Burlington. 

R.J. 



Unexpected Grace 

Ruth Porter. Bar Nothing Books. 616 
pages. $20.60. 

She would have to tell 
Richard if she wanted his 
opinion, and it would be 
easy for him to say she 
ought to have the tests, 
even if some of them 
were painful. 

Over the past 11 years, ruth 
porter of Adamant has produced 
three enormous novels — each a 
meticulously observed study of 
life in rural Vermont, each self- 
published with professional design 
and presentation. Together, The 
Simple Life, Ordinary Magic and 
Unexpected Grace form a graceful 
triptych, a rebuke to stereotypes 
of the state. In Grace, which opens 
in 2010, Porter traces the fortunes 
of two middle-aged couples living 
cheek-by-jowl on what was once 
a single property. Sam and Bonnie 
Martel are struggling farmers with 
deep roots in the land, while Richard 
and Alyssa Bradshaw are white- 
collar transplants “from away.” 
But none of that matters when 
Sam loses his job, or when Alyssa 
receives a frightening diagnosis. 
The novel's disparate characters 
support one another through thick 
and thin — until Tropical Storm 
Irene enters the scene. While 
Porter unabashedly takes her time 
with her tale, evoking novelists 
of another era, she offers strong 
emotional payoffs. And readers will 
be impressed by the breadth of the 
author’s knowledge, whether she's 
detailing the slaughtering of pigs or 
the wanderings of the human heart 
M.H. 

Contact: margot@sevendaysvt.com 
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Roy Lichtenstein and the America's Cup 
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White River Indie Festival 
Spotlights Social Injustice 



W hite River Junction will serve as the hub 
of the Vermont film world this week, 
when moviegoers and local filmmakers 
converge in the Upper Valley for the 13th 
annual white river indie festival The 2017 edition of 
WRIF comprises 20 feature films and 15 shorts, with 
themes of cultural identity, labor exploitation and the 
injustices of the criminal justice system forming the 
core of the four-day program. 

The fest begins on Thursday, June 1, with a pair of 
midcentury American classics. Salt of the Earth (1954), 
a drama surreptitiously edited during the McCarthy 
era by a group of blacklisted Hollywood pariahs, 
chronicles a strike led by Mexican American work- 
ers at a New Mexico mining company. It's followed 
by Border Incident, a film noir from 1949 that tackles 
illegal immigration and migrant labor issues in a taut 
thriller format. 

“What I find fascinating is the tie-ins to contempo- 
rary issues of human trafficking and the U.S.-Mexican 
border," says WRIF board president michael beahan. “It 
turns out that a lot of things have not changed in a long 
time, and issues that were critical in the early '50s, with 
migrant workers being exploited and trafficked back and 
forth across the border, [are] all still happening today.” 

First-year WRIF board member gerd gemunden, a 
Dartmouth College professor, says he selected Border 
Incident for both its aesthetic audacity and its political 
relevance during the early innings of the Trump ad- 
ministration, which has prioritized the fortification of 
the United States' border with its southern neighbor. 

“I think it’s a topical film in many ways, but I think 
it’s also — just on a filmmaking level — it’s really an in- 
teresting film, especially the cinematography by John 
Alton,” Gemunden says. “It’s just really stunning.” 


The marquee Friday and Saturday evening festival 
slots are occupied by movies from two Norwich-based 
filmmakers. 

TheHanji Box, written and directed by nora jacobson, 
is about a mother who experiences a cultural awaken- 
ing during a trip to New York City’s Koreatown, follow- 
ing an argument with her adopted Korean daughter. 
It premiered last fall at the Vermont international film 
festival in Burlington. 


WHAT I FIND FASCINATING IS THE 
TIE-INSTDCDNTEMPDRARYISSUES 

OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND 
THE U.S.-MEXICAN BORDER. 

MICHAEL BEAHAN 


Jacobson, who serves as vice president of the WRIF 
board of directors, is currently writing a sequel to the 
film. The follow-up focuses on the adopted daughter’s 
journey to her birth country, and her relationship with 
a fellow expatriate adoptee. Jacobson notes in an email 
to Seven Days that if she’s able to secure financing, she’ll 
shoot the film in South Korea, with actress Natalie Kim 
likely reprising the daughter role. 

The Saturday night WRIF spotlight is It's Criminal 
+ Broken, a documentary about a Dartmouth College 
course called “Inside Out: Prison, Women and 


Performance.” Created by professors pati Hernandez 
and ivy Schweitzer, the class brings together students 
and female prisoners for a theatrical collaboration that 
dramatizes the inmates’ experiences. Hernandez and 
Schweitzer will join director signe taylor for a post- 
screening discussion that will also include a current 
Dartmouth student and two former inmates featured 
in the film. 

“I think a lot of times incarcerated women are 
pretty powerless, and they’re pretty silenced,” Taylor 
observes. “I think the camera was really an important 
part of giving them voice and validity.” 

Taylor will be part of a Saturday afternoon panel 
discussion called “How Do You Fund Your Film?” 
Funding her $100,000 documentary wasn’t easy, she 
says. Taylor finished shooting It’s Criminal in 2010, but 
it took another six years of sporadic fundraising — rely- 
ing mostly on small grants from local foundations — for 
her to complete postproduction. 

The finished film delves into the socioeconomic 
disparity between students at a prestigious Ivy League 
college and prisoners at a rural jail in Unity, N.H. The 
majority of the inmates are addicts who were jailed 
for minor drug-related offenses. Many were victims of 
abuse. Most couldn’t afford bail, so they pleaded guilty 
just to expedite their time behind bars. One young 
woman hasn’t even been sentenced yet finds herself 
waiting months in jail for her court date. 

After witnessing firsthand the therapeutic effects of 
the theater collaboration, Taylor believes that the U.S. 
prison system doesn’t do nearly enough to incorporate 
arts and education into the rehabilitation process. It’s a 
sentiment she shares with Schweitzer. 

“Prisons could become educational institutions, 
because education is the strongest hedge against crime 
and poverty,” the professor states in the film. “Send 
them back into the communities a better person than 
[when] they left — that would be the ideal prison." 

Formerly held in April, WRIF moved into the 
warm-weather months as the result of a partnership 

with NORTHERN STAGE, whose BARRETTE CENTER FOR THE 

arts now accommodates screenings after the theater 
company finishes its season. Beahan hopes the success 
of the annual festival can be parlayed into year-round 
programming through an initiative called WRIF 365. 
Although no specific events have been penciled in 
for the fall, Beahan says he’s had discussions with jay 
craven about a potential event highlighting the film- 
maker’s adaptations of the stories of Howard Frank 
Mosher, the acclaimed Northeast Kingdom author who 
died on January 29. 

“The festival’s great ... but people [have] only heard 
about us for four days out of the year,” Beahan says. “A 
lot of times, films come up that are timely, and you don’t 
want to wait until June and the festival to show them.” ® 

INFO 

White River Indie Films, Thursday through Sunday, June 1-4, 
at Barrette Center for the Arts and Main Street Museum in 
White River Junction. $5-75. wrif.org 




Local Artists Address Their 
Concerns About Trump in ‘TWEET!’ ufi 


BY SADIE WILLIAMS 

A fter the election of Donald 
Trump last November, artists 
— and many others —won- 
dered: How do I respond ? The 
more than 95,000 people who voted for 
Trump in Vermont likely celebrated. But, 
back in December, Seven Days staff wrote 
about responses from a few artists who 
were less than ecstatic with the outcome. 
Their works ranged from vagina-themed 
T-shirts to sprawling street art. 

The artistic impulse to address the 
current tumultuous political state has 
hardly abated. A new entry, artists' 
imperative, is an event series intended 
to continue the collective commentary. 
This Friday, June 2, the inaugural affair 
— titled “TWEET!” — takes place at 
Maglianero in Burlington. 

Film producer marc wennberg is the pri- 
mary instigator of Artists’ Imperative. The 
51-year-old artist says, “[After the election,] 
I just felt like it was important for me to 
do something important to my soul." Not 
wanting to go it alone, Wennberg reached 


to chon 




sician alec julien for help 

“I had the initial idea,” Wennberg says, 
“but then I spoke with Clare, and she 
really helped to shape it into what it is 
now, which is quarterly events organized 
around a theme where we invite different 
artists to share work on that theme.” 

Byrne was a good choice. The 
University of Vermont dance profes- 
sor has experience organizing ongo- 
ing events: For eight years, she’s been 
bringing artists and performers together 
for Eat My Art Out, an intimate, thrice- 
yearly event that showcases works in 


progress and invites performers and au- 
dience members to give feedback. 

The title of Friday's performance is 
a double entendre that references both 
the president’s social media fixation and 
the chirp of birds, a reminder of environ- 
mental concerns made more pressing by 
the administration’s dismissive approach 
to climate change. And while the content 
will surely be political, the organizers 
hope it will also be playful. 

One of the main 
tenets of the series is a 
motto of Wennberg’s: 

“More sandbox than 
soapbox.” Byrne says 
she interprets that 
as, “Let’s not speak 
from a preaching posi- 
tion; let’s encourage 
people to play with the 

Wennberg concurs. 

“We didn’t want to 
be heavy-handed,” he 
says. “We want people 
to come and be able 
to enjoy themselves at the performance, 
and raise awareness on some level. But 

■ didn’t provide a lot of guidance to the 


THE OVAL OFFICE 


CLARE BYRNE 


artists [about] what w 


the flynnspace. That version of the 
character executed “a horsey ballet,” 
Byrne told Seven Days at the time. 

She hints that this version of White 
Witch might present as male. “I’ll be 
manifesting White Witch to deal pretty 
directly with the Oval Office,” Byrne says. 
“She gets done what needs to get done.” 

She also hints that the piece, with ac- 
companying music by Julien, will have 
an ecological bent “[The White Witch 
is] a pruner [in this 
performance]," Byrne 
says with a sly smile. 

The audience can 
expect the charac- 
ter to be dramatic. 
Byrne calls the White 
Witch a destroyer 
and creator similar 
to the Hindu goddess 
Kali, known as both 
a demon killer and a 
liberator of souls. 

For his act, Julien 
is pulling together an 
improvisatory musical 
trio. “The bass player, jeremy harlos, and 
I have a background in free jazz, and we’ll 
be drawing on that to create an interest- 



s, and [it’s] up to them to show what 
they want to show.” 

How that will play out remains to be 
For her part, Byrne plans < 


White Witch alter ego, a goddess arche- 
type with varied manifestations. Last 
year, Byrne performed as the White 
Witch in the collective dance tramp at 


— just a few ing canvas for the spoken-word talents 


of Patricia julien,” the guitar player and 
typographer says. 

Patricia, a University of Vermont 
professor, jazz flutist and Julien’s wife. 


traying an iteration of her long-standing will read selected posts from the presi- 


dent’s Twitter account “We’ll be trying 
to bridge the gap between scary and 
funny," she remarks, “which is some- 
thing many of us are doing on a daily 


basis while trying to deal with the Trump 
presidency.” 

Wennberg says he won’t perform at 
this event but likely will in the future. 
“I’m just helping pull it all together,” 
he says, noting that the next theme will 
probably be immigration. 

Other performers in “Tweet!” include 
Byrne’s former student sarah macdonalo, 
acoustic rock outfit the brevity thing, seth 
jarvis, and comedy musical duo fish and 
chips. Although the event is free, dona- 
tions will benefit Audubon Vermont. 

“The point of the evening,” Alec Julien 
concludes, “isn’t so much to bemoan 
what’s wrong with the world but to make 
art that gets us all talking about what’s 
wrong with the world, what’s right with 
the world and how we can make the world 
a more beautiful place.” © 

Contact: sadie@sevendaysvt.com z 

INFO 
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= THE STRAIGHT DOPE byceciladams 


Dear Cecil, 


What's the difference between service animals, 
emotional support animals and therapy ani- 
mals? I know service animals can accompany 
their owners anywhere, but does that apply 
to emotional support animals and therapy 
animals, too? Are these animals required to be 
licensed or registered in some way? 

— LillyPad 


A mericans spend a 
whole lot of time 
griping about op- 
pressive government 
regulations — hell, we’ve got a 
whole political party dedicated 
to stripping ’em off the books. 
But if you say you use a service 
dog, guess what? That’s that. No 
one can ask for your papers. No 
local government can require 
you to register the animal. It 
sounds too civilized to be true 
— which is why, naturally, there 
are folks in business selling un- 
needed certifications. 

A service animal is an 
animal trained to assist a 
disabled person by perform- 
ing specific tasks: They guide 
the blind, signal the hearing- 
impaired, pull wheelchairs 
and so on. Their use is gov- 
erned by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, which allows 
s anyone requiring the assis- 
8 tance of a service animal to 
5; bring that animal into any 
< public accommodation with- 
2 out discrimination — a cabbie 
|}j can’t shake his head and speed 
off when he sees your furry 


companion, and that hip new 
restaurant can’t hide you both 
behind a screen in the back. 

The term “service animal” 
sounds broader than it really is; 
what we’re talking about here 
is pretty much just dogs. ADA 
regulations currently exclude 
all other creatures, except one: 
If a dog is a bad fit for you (due 
to allergies, say, or religious 
constraints), a miniature horse 
may be used instead — provid- 
ing that it’s suitably housebro- 
ken, that the mesmerizing cute- 
ness of a tiny horse won’t create 
a safety hazard, etc. 

Of course, there are some 
restrictions. A service animal 
that flips out on duty can get 
you both tossed out on the 
street, and the ADA won’t 
object. A server doesn’t have 
to bring a snack or water bowl 
when you're dining out with 
your dog. And while local gov- 
ernments can’t compel you to 
register your service animal as 
a service animal, they can, of 
course, require licensing, vacci- 
nations and all the other basics 
of animal ownership. 


Crucially, though, the law 
doesn’t require you to justify 
your service animal’s presence 
with documentation or by dis- 
closing medical specifics; all 
anyone can ask you is whether 
it is, in fact, required because 
of a disability and what task 
it’s trained to do. This means 
that anyone, theoretically, 
could claim their dog is a ser- 
vice animal. Presumably, some 
level of civic responsibility, or 
just self-respect, prevents the 
sighted from pretending to be 
blind so they don’t have to leave 
their dogs outside the bank. 

An emotional support 
animal doesn't do the same 
kind of clearly visible work as a 
service animal — it’s a compan- 
ion that provides therapeutic 
benefit for those suffering psy- 
chiatric woes. With ESAs, the 
major issue isn’t where you’re 
allowed to bring them, but 
where they’re allowed to live. 
Under the Fair Housing Act, a 
"reasonable accommodation’’ 
must be made for folks with a 
physical or mental disability 
who need the assistance of an 


animal. Basically, even if I have 
a no-pets rule in my building, 
I’m still legally required to 
allow you to live with your ESA 
if you have a disability that enti- 
tles you to one; you just have to 
provide a note from your doctor 
(or social worker, or some other 
professional) certifying that 
you have a need for the animal. 

While you can’t take your 
emotional support animal any- 
where you want, the Air Carrier 
Access Act does allow you to 
bringit to the airport and onto the 
plane. Unlike a service animal, 
an ESA can also be a cat or most 
any other species, though since 
an ESA mustn’t impose an undue 
financial burden on the landlord 
by doing damage to property or 
requiring increased insurance, 
you might have a harder time 
setting up household with your 
rambunctious emotional sup- 
port mongoose. 

“Service animal” and “as- 
sistance animal” are legal clas- 
sifications. That’s not the case 
with therapy animals. These 
tend to be plain old pets that 
some institution — a hospital, a 
nursing home, or, increasingly. 


a college or university where 
student fretting goes into over- 
drive at exam time — will invite 
in to cheer, soothe or otherwise 
distract the residents. Access to 
therapy animals isn’t protected 
by law, so whoever’s hosting 
them can make their own rules. 

Just because hotels and 
movie theaters can’t ask you 
to show paperwork for your 
service animal doesn’t mean 
plenty of websites out there 
won’t be happy to send you 
some anyway. Certain of these 
sites simply offer free-of-charge 
documentation that may make 
your use of a service animal 
less hassle-ridden — surely not 
every maitre d’ out there has 
gotten the relevant memo, after 
all. But others might charge you 
$60 or so for a badge, vest or 
photo ID. If this doesn't sound 
any more useful than those as- 
tronomic registry services that 
allowed you to “name” a star 
after your beloved grandma, 
well, I won’t argue. And let’s be 
realistic: No matter what badge 
or vest you put on him, people 
are still going to want to talk 
about your miniature horse. 


info 

Is there something you need to get straight? Cecil Adams can 
deliver the Straight Dope on any topic. Send questions to Cecil via 
straightdope.com or write him c/o Chicago Reader. 350 N. Orleans. 
Chicago 60654. 
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A VERMONT CABBIE'S REAR VIEW BY JERNIGAN PONTIAC : 


McDonald’s, 2 a.m. 


ook at you, Jernigan — you’ve 
grown a beard.” 

“Yeah, and it’s mostly 
white. I’ve gone full geezer, 
brother. You don’t like the way it looks?” 

“No, it’s not that It's just that I can't 
kiss you anymore.” 

“Well, that settles it, then — it’s 
coming off." 

I was sitting next to Chris Brodowski, 
a 20-year customer. I don’t know how I 
pulled up his given name, because I can’t 
remember the last time I heard anyone 
use it. The man is universally known as 
“Brodie." And “universally” aptly evokes 
Brodie's profile in the Burlington com- 
munity: Everybody seems to know him 
and consider him a friend. He’s just a big, 
and bighearted, guy. 

“Jernigan, have you met my friends 
back here? Amie and Amy?” 

I pivoted in my seat to make eye contact 
with the couple. “Great to meet ya,” I said. 

“Same here,” Amie said. “Brodie’s told 
us many a story about you. I guess you've 
rescued his sorry ass more than a few 
times through the years.” 

“Ain’t that the truth,” I said with a 
chuckle. 

“Well, you don’t need to worry about 
him tonight, because we’re babysitting 
the big galoot,” Amy informed me. “You 
know how he gets when Gracie is away 
— slightly unhinged." 

“Where’s Grace this weekend?" I 
asked Brodie. 

“She’s up in Quebec City for a hockey 
tournament with our eldest He's become, 
like, a real athlete. He’s formidable on the 

“I have no doubt Your mom got the 
two younger kids?” 


“Yup, I’m on my own, which is not the 
best thing.” 

I was driving the group from the Pour 
House (I’ve always loved the pun) to On 
Tap, located at Five Comers in Essex 
Junction. “You gonna be around later to- 
night?” Amie asked when we pulled into 
the bar's parking lot. 

“Most definitely,” I replied. “Call me 
when you need me.” 

For the next few hours, I continued 
working, driving my usual combination 


of regular customers, who call in for ser- 
vice, and random people off the streets, 
who either hail me from the curb or 
catch me at a taxi stand. Downtown was 
buzzing — it being graduation weekend 
for UVM — but the “random” category 
of fares was down significantly from 
past years. The decrease was due to 
that dreadful four-letter word: Uber. In 
common with every city where Uber has 
established service, Burlington has seen 
its traditional cab industry devastated. 
It’s like the fucking plague, the Hackie 
Black Death. Not that I’m bitter. 

At 1:30, Amie called from On Tap for 
the return pickup home, and I hustled 
out to Essex. When the trio entered the 
cab, I could see they hadn't skimped on 
the tap: All three were nicely lubricated, 
particularly Brodie. 

“I am hungry'.” Amy announced. 
“What say you, guys? Let’s stop for 


“Fabulous idea,” Brodie agreed. 
‘Jernigan, what’s open this late? Is the 
McDonald’s on Williston Road 24 hours? 
That’s on the way.” 

“Yup, it is,” I confirmed, and steered 
the vehicle toward Mickey D’s. Years 
ago, I remember, they used to have a 
sign in front of each store boasting “mil- 
lions served.” In short order, the number 
reached “billions,” before, I believe, the 
company dropped the sign altogether 
when the total surpassed 100 billion. 


Speaking personally, I’ll take Al’s French 
Frys any day of the week, misspelling 
and all. 

We pulled into McDonald’s, and 
Brodie entered the joint with Amy, while 
I waited in the cab with Amie. “Not get- 
ting any food?" I asked him. 

“Oh, I’m getting food. Amy'U pick me 
up a Number Three. That’s my jam. So, 
you know Brodie for years, I guess? He 
is the most generous dude, isn’t he? The 
kind of guy, you get in a jam, you can call 
at three in the morning and he’ll come 
running, not a moment’s hesitation.” 

“I know that to be true,” I said. “I’ve 
witnessed it myself. Check it out — what 
the heck is he up to now in there?" 

From where we were parked, we 
could see through the window that 
Brodie was deep in conversation with a 
diminutive older lady. “I wonder what 
that’s about?” I said. “I mean, I know 
Brodie talks to everybody.” 


Amy returned with her bagged food 
for her and her man. “What’s holding up 
Brodie?” Amie asked her. 

“Well, you won’t believe it — or, actu- 
ally, maybe you will. He’s finishing up 
with his new friend. I think he just gave 
this random woman all the money in his 

A couple of minutes passed, and 
Brodie stepped into the shotgun seat 
“Jeez Louise, Brodie — how much money 
did you give that lady?” Amie asked. 

“Oh, so Amy told ya? I don’t know — 
about 180 bucks." 

Arnie shook his head. “And what, pray 
tell, prompted that?” 

“She was telling me about her life. 
She commutes every day up to St Albans 
to work at the Peerless Clothing ware- 
house. Her weekly check is, like, $381. 
She shares a one-bedroom apartment 
with her grown son, who has some kind 
of special needs.” 

“So you gave her all the cash in your 
wallet?" Amie asked. He was incredulous. 

“I don’t know,” Brodie replied. “I 
thought she could really use the money.” 

“Brodie, my man,” I said, “when you 
get to the pearly gates, you are going 
through the speed-pass lane, no ques- 

“Oh, and Amie,” Brodie said, turning 
in his seat, a big, crooked grin on his face. 

" I’m afraid you’re gonna have to cover this 
cab fare. I don’t have any money on me.” 

Arnie and Amy laughed. “Sure 
thing, big fella," Arnie said. “We got 
you covered.” © 

All these stories are true, though names 
and locations may be altered to protect g 
privacy. 3 
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It seems that jazz is perpetually 
on the verge of being “over.” 

Or, to borrow a phrase often 
uttered by Reuben Jackson, 
host of “Friday Night Jazz” on 
Vermont Public Radio: “Jazz is 
the greatest music nobody ever 
gave a damn about.” 

That quote originates from Jackson’s father — and was 
slightly sanitized by the radio DJ. But recent numbers 
reveal the truth in that sentiment Nielsen, the global 
data and information company, noted in its 2016 U.S. 
Music Year-End Report that jazz makes up only 1 percent 
of total audio consumption. 

Jazz has rarely been mainstream. But, once in a while, a 
figure comes along who reinvigorates the genre and ignites 
interest beyond the hepcat set. Saxophonist composer 
and free-jazz pioneer Ornette Coleman did it in the 1960s. 
Trumpeter Wynton Marsalis, along with the so-called 
Young Lions of jazz, energetically ushered in a new age 
of jazz classicism in the early 1980s. Miles Davis practi- 
cally reinvented the genre every few years. More recently, 
mavericks such as Robert Glasper and Jason Moran have 
sparked attention. But figures that resonate widely with 
younger audiences are scarce in the modern era. 

Enter Kamasi Washington. The saxophonist, com- 
poser and bandleader is being hailed by aficionados 
and neophytes alike as a bold new voice in jazz — and, 
in certain quarters, an outright savior of the genre. 

Washington and his band, the Next Step, head- 
line the Burlington Discover Jazz Festival on 
Wednesday, June 7, at the Flynn MainStage in 
Burlington. 

“For a long time, I wondered if 
anyone would come along who could 
really connect with this next genera- 
tion,” says John Gennari, a University 
of Vermont associate professor of 
English, jazz scholar and author. In his 
view, Washington is “a serious musi- 
cian” who has the “kind of magnetism 
and charisma and cultural-political am- 
bitiousness and presence” to do the job. 
Washington burst onto the scene 
in 2015 as if from nowhere. Though the 
36-year-old has been playing music his entire 
life, only in the last two years has he become a 
household name — or as close to one as a jazz 
musician can be in the 21st century. As UK 
website the Independent pointed out, his debut 
album, The Epic, sold more than 70,000 copies 
in its first six months. That's a rare feat for a 
modem jazz record. 


Kamasi Washington shines in a culturally attuned 
constellation of jazz players 

BY JORDAN ADAMS 



The buzz about Washington began 
with his contributions to acclaimed 
rapper Kendrick Lamar's third album, 
To Pimp a Butterfly. Tracks such as the 
bebop/slam poetry hybrid "For Free? 
(Interlude)” place his work front and 

Critics barely had time to catch their 
breath between To Pimp a Butterfly 
and The Epic — the first was released in 
March 2015, the second just two months 
later. (Washington had previously self- 
released a few albums, but those are 
largely unavailable.) 

At nearly three hours and three discs. 
The Epic is aptly named. Its 17 tracks 
comprise a beastly lot of funk, free 
jazz, Afrobeat, bebop, swing and R&B. 
Basically, every descriptor even remotely 


jazz-adjacent has been attached to this 
musical odyssey. Aside from the core band 
of 10 or so musicians, the record boasts a 
20-piece choir and 32-piece orchestra. 
Its wordless vocal swells and sensational 
strings add an eerily cinematic quality to 
the sweeping opus. 

Reaction to the album was over- 
whelmingly positive from both critics 
and fans. As Mark F. Turner opines in his 
review for the website All About Jazz, 
“As fresh as anything in recent years, The 
Epic feels like a throwback to the past as 


it echoes the deep lineage of the likes 
of Sun Ra, John Coltrane and African 
American church music.” 

But the miracle birth of a new 
jazz icon is not simply because of 
Washington’s appeal to genre enthusi- 
asts; it’s because listeners who had never 
particularly cared for jazz like him. 

“I’ve had experiences where people 
say, ‘I hated jazz before I heard you 
guys!’” Washington told Pitchfork in 
a 2015 piece titled “A New Standard: 
Kamasi Washington’s Modern Jazz 
Revolution.” So, how did he do it? 

For starters, Washington is brilliantly 
talented and has been a dedicated stu- 
dent of music since he could walk and 
talk — verifying Gennari’s “serious musi- 
cian” assessment. As for firing up young 


folks, releasing a jazz album on fiber-hip 
label Brainfeeder is bound to garner 
some attention. And the political state- 
ments implicit in Washington's music 
are timely. Throw in family associations, 
industry connections and a little seren- 
dipity, and his arrival at the forefront of a 
new jazz guard makes perfect sense. 

As National Public Radio’s Patrick 
Jaremvattananon put it in a 2015 review, 
the saxophonist and his associates 
“remake the word ‘jazz’ in the image of 
their own generation." 


A TURN OF PHRASE 

Whether he’s remaking the word or 
not, Washington is reluctant to use it in 
describing his own music. 

“I look at the word ‘jazz’ as just a term 
that’s applied to help people recognize 
music that has a similar background,” he 
says in a recent phone call, adding that 
the same can be said of the term “blues." 

“The blues is a cultural musical 
staple,” he explains. “It’s a feeling. It’s 
an idea. It's something that is one of the 
major foundations of African American 
music in a very abstract way. 

“You listen to someone like John 
Coltrane [and] what he’s doing [and] if 
you really have a deep understanding of 
the blues, even when you look at stuff 


like Coltrane’s Interstellar Space, you 
can still hear [it],” Washington contin- 
ues. “But he’s not really playing the blues 
the same way [as] someone like Muddy 
Waters. He just has a shared experience 
with Muddy Waters. And that blues is 
like the foundation of the musical ex- 
pression of our experience.” 

Washington was bom in Los Angeles 
in 1981, and his own experiences help 
to explain how his musical expression 
became so varied and dynamic. He was 
raised in a musical family: His mother. 


Valerie, is a flutist; his father, Rickey, 
also plays flute but primarily focuses 
on saxophone. A close family friend, 
Ronald Bruner Sr., is a session musician. 
The latter two played with megastars 
such as the Temptations and Diana Ross. 
Bruner’s sons, Stephen, Jameel and 
Ronald Jr., are all musicians, too. Bassist 
Stephen, better known by his moni- 
ker Thundercat, prominently appears 
alongside Washington on To Pimp a 
Butterfly and The Epic, and just released 
his third studio album, Drunk. 

After showing advanced academic 
and musical aptitude at a young age, 
Washington attended the distinguished 
Academy of Music and Performing Arts 
at Alexander Hamilton High School in 
West LA. Meanwhile, Reggie Andrews, 
a teacher at Alain LeRoy Locke College 
Preparatory Academy, began cherry- 
picking the most talented music stu- 
dents from all over the city to participate 
in what would be called the LA. Multi 
School Jazz Band. Among them was 
Washington, whose father had once 
been a student of Andrews’. 

The MSJB received quite a bit of at- 
tention, which opened doors. Through 
the band, Washington met influential 
collaborators such as Terrace Martin, 
Miles Mosley, Cameron Graves and 
Ryan Porter. That experience essentially 
laid the groundwork for what eventu- 
ally became the West Coast Get Down, 
a loosely associated group of musicians 
that, over the next several years, col- 
laborated, developed techniques and 
recorded the sessions from which The 
Epic was bom. 

GUARDIAN OF THE GALAXY » P.3Z 


For a long time, I wondered if anyone would come along 
who could really connect with this next generation. . 





Guardian of the Galaxy 


Shortly after enrolling at the 
University of California, Los Angeles 
in 1999, Washington was tapped to ac- 
company Snoop Dogg on an upcoming 
tour. Former Fishbone guitarist Marlon 
Williams was serving as the rapper’s 
musical director and recruited the 
saxophonist on the recommendation 
of Martin, who had already joined the 
touring band, the Snoopadelics. 

Unlikely as it seems, in playing 
alongside the Doggfather, Washington 
learned a new way of looking at music. 

“When I started playing with Snoop, 
the perception was that [it] was going to 
be easy,” he says. “It wasn’t huge chords 
or long-form songs that have five sec- 
tions [or] crazy-hard technical passages. 
But the [execution] of these seemingly 
simple passages was very detailed.” 

Washington explains that it’s all 
about phrasing — the way that the notes 
are shaped and intoned. 

“The phrasing changes how you feel 
the music,” he says. “It can make you 
seem a little crazy to people who don’t 
hear music that way.” 

In a phone call, Burlington-based 
saxophonist Brian McCarthy expands 
on the concept 

“When you're dealing with American 
popular music, whether it’s jazz or 
current pop music, it's all the same 12 
notes,” he says, adding that the musical 
theory behind nearly all modem pop is 
practically identical. 

'3azz has a particular way of speaking 
— the language, the syntax,” McCarthy 
continues. “If you're going to be a jazz 
musician, you need to speak that lan- 
guage. Same thing with R&B, hip-hop, 
blues, funk — these things have a syntax 
about [them], if you think of music as an 
abstract language." 

In a sense, Washington’s placement 
in Snoop's band was a crash course in 
musical communication, which years 
later benefited his turn as a bandleader. 
He refers to it as a “microscopic" view 
of music. 

“I think all of us in the West Coast 
Get Down adopted that idea,” he says. 
“It’s not just about what you play, it’s 
about how you play it” 

ESSENTIAL EPIC 

The impetus for The Epic came when 
Washington and his associates in the 
West Coast Get Down finally decided 
to lay down some material they’d 
honed during a residency at Piano 
Bar in Hollywood. In December 2011, 
they recorded a whopping 192 songs. 


Washington claimed 45 as his own; 17 of 
them formed The Epic. 

“There was a cohesiveness," he says 
of those cuts. “They were on the same 
team. The 17 songs I picked were the 
ones that really captured the essence of 
the song in the way I wanted it to.” 

The Epic is somewhat of a concept 
album, though a prominent part of its 
narrative is something that Washington 
ascribed to it after it had been recorded. 

In a lengthy 2016 feature by 
Adam Shatz in the New York Times 
Magazine, Washington tells the story 
of a series of interconnected dreams 
that center on a mythical mountain. 
At its base lies a village in which a 
group of young warriors live. Atop 
the mountain sits a gate, which a 
fierce guard protects. The warriors 
challenge the gatekeeper one by one, 
and each is defeated except for the 
last, who proves himself worthy of 
becoming the new guard. Eventually, 


he plans to bring the tale to life in the 
form of a graphic novel. 

It seems to mirror, metaphorically 
speaking how Washington and his West 
Coast Get Down brethren have come up 
in the LA jazz scene. As Shatz points out 
in his article, “Jazz celebrates youthful 
originality, but it also prizes respect, even 
reverence, for the music’s founders.” 

The Epic's grand mythology could be 
related to this sense of obligation. 

“I love John Coltrane. I love Charlie 
Parker. Before I tapped my own voice 
in music, their voices inspired me,” 
Washington says. “I think that’s inherent 
in a musician who loves music — there’s 
going to be a reverence for those who 
came before them.” 

But Washington is unconcerned with 
proving a foundational knowledge of the 

“I look at music as being self-expres- 
sion,” he says. “I just make the music 
that I hear in my head. 


“You’re trying to interpret this thing 
that’s really abstract [and] a bit beyond 
you,” he continues. “But you hear people 
before you that have interpreted some 
of these messages in their own way. But, 
what they did — what Charlie Parker 
played — isn’t what I’m trying to do.” 

That doesn't mean, however, that 
Washington is afraid to walk in his 
predecessors’ footsteps. Three tracks 
on The Epic are not wholly original 
compositions. There's a rendition of 
Ray Noble's “Cherokee,” a reinvention 
of Claude Debussy's “Clair de lune” 
and a composition called “Malcolm’s 
Theme,” which lifts text from actor 
Ossie Davis' eulogy of Malcolm X. The 
song also includes a sample from a 
1965 speech given by the late human- 
rights activist. 

Washington’s rendition of “Clair de 
lune” struck a chord with VPR’s Jackson. 
He uses the track as the theme song to 
his “Friday Night Jazz” program. 

“When I first heard it, I thought, 
God, this is bigger than Obama,” Jackson 
glibly tells Seven Days during an inter- 
view near his home in Winooski. 

“There is a challenge inherent in 
recording something that’s been done a 
lot," he notes. “How do you make it in- 
teresting for yourself, your band and for 
the audience?" 

Jackson breaks down how 
Washington was able to create such a 
striking version of a piece he'd heard a 
million times before. 

“It retains [a] dreamy kind of atmo- 
sphere,” Jackson explains. “You hear the 
intro, which is quite similar to any stan- 
dard, classical recording of it. And then 
suddenly you’ve got that slow backbeat. 
The groove is there. It’s got a little more 
sweat in the arrangement. It retains that 
sensuality. It’s kind of wistful.” 

Jackson is an accomplished critic 
with past bylines in his hometown 
Washington City Paper and the 
Washington Post, as well as acclaimed 
jazz pubs such as Jazziz, JazzTimes and 
All About Jazz. For 20 years he was the 
curator of the Duke Ellington Collection 
at the Smithsonian Institution. Jackson 
is cautiously optimistic that Washington 
might be more than just a passing fancy, 
though he points out an unfortunate 
trend regarding such figures. 

“It’s funny," he says. “The fact that so 
many young people are interested in him 
is considered almost like a negative." 

Jackson goes on to explain the paradox: 
Jazz critics and aficionados of a certain 
age lament young people’s lack of interest 
in jazz. But then, when someone comes 
along like Washington, whose boldness 
and ubiquity is somewhat unparalleled at 
the moment, they exclude him. 



“No, not him," Jackson says, feigning 
indignity. 

If there’s a breakaway pop hit on The 
Epic, it’s “The Rhythm Changes." At 
slightly less than eight minutes, it’s one 
of the shortest cuts on the album. On it, 
vocalist Patrice Quinn sings, “Our love 
/ Our beauty / Our genius / Our work / 
Our triumph / Our glory / Won’t worry 
what happened before me / I'm here.” 

She undoubtedly sings of the black 
experience. In a piece for the FADER, 
writer Greg Tate associates Washington, 
Lamar and others in their sphere as the 
musical voices of the Black Lives Matter 
movement. While Washington was not 
the one to declare it, he does see his very 
existence as a representation of that 
movement. 

“This idea of police brutality and the 
fact that it’s treated as not a big deal is 
something I’ve dealt with my whole 
life,” he says. 

Washington grew up during a time of 
mounting racial tension in LA. He was 
10 when taxi driver Rodney King was 
brutally beaten by police following a 
car chase. Caught on video, the incident 
sparked local riots and international 
outrage. 

“You’re a kid who’s never done 
anything, and you see a police officer. 
You don't feel safe,” he says, recalling 
his youth growing up in South Central. 
“You feel like something bad is going to 
happen to you.” 

As the Independent's Phil Johnson 
described him, in person Washington is a 
“large, slightly shambling figure.” But he 
exudes intensity, even in photographs. 

“I’ve been a large African American 
male since I was 12," Washington says. 
“And so I understood that I was looked 
at as a threat, for no reason. I was a 
straight-A student [I] spent most of my 
time in my room practicing saxophone 
— but I’m a threat.” 

Aside from The Epic’s dream-fantasy 
narrative, the album could be seen 
specifically as a declarative statement 
about Washington’s experience as a 
black American, especially considering 
that the penultimate track is an ode to 
Malcolm X. 

“My music is a reflection of who I 
am and where I’ve come from," he says. 
“And so I am the Black Lives Matter 
movement, essentially.” 

POLITICAL 

COUNTERPOINT 

Washington’s latest work is a high- 
concept, multilayered piece called 
Harmony of Difference. The Whitney 
Museum of American Art in New York 
City commissioned it as part of its 2017 


Biennial, which is regarded as one of 
the most prestigious art exhibitions in 
the world. The installation is on view 
through June 1L 

“At first, I was thinking of how I can 
mix a few of the things that I’m inter- 
ested in into one thing,” Washington 
says. “I’ve always been into film, comic 
books, fantasy — stuff like that. I was 
playing around with different ideas of 
how to combine those things.” 

Around the same time, the reality 
that Donald Trump might become the 
Republican nominee for president began 
to set in. “[It] stopped being a joke and 
started becoming a real thing,” he says. 

As Trump turned immigration into 
his flagship issue, Washington began to 
articulate what the piece should be about 

“All of a sudden it was like the di- 
versity that exists in this country ... was 
being portrayed [as] a problem,” he says. 
“I grew up in Los Angeles, and it’s really. 


really diverse. Most of the cultures from 
around the world have some kind of 
representation here. That’s always been 
super cool to me. So I was thinking. 
Maybe I should deal with that.” 

Trump's victory in November sealed 
the deal for Washington. Diversity and 
difference would be the foundation for 
his new project. 

The masterwork in the piece is a six- 
movement suite, also called Harmony 
of Difference. He’ll release it as an EP at 
some point this summer, on yet another 
hip indie label: Young Turks. 

“I use a lot of counterpoint [in my 
music],” Washington says, explaining 
that many of his songs — bass lines, 
chord changes and all — are actually 
built upon three melodies. 

“It kind of mirrors the same thing 
that’s going on with society,” he says. “The 
melodies have their own agenda. And 
then when you try to put them together. 



you have to adjust and move them a little 
bit. But as you do that, you get them to 
come together, and it’s the most beautiful 
way to make music, in my opinion.” 

After he’d composed and recorded 
the music, Washington’s sister, Amani, 
created five abstract paintings to accom- 
pany the suite’s first five movements: 
“Desire," “Humility,” “Knowledge,” 
“Perspective” and “Integrity.” In the 
installation, several mounted screens 
display the paintings as Washington’s 
music plays through a sound system. 

Barcelona-born A.G. Rojas, who’s 
noted for his video work with hip-hop 
duo Run the Jewels, directed an art 
film to accompany the movement’s final 
piece, “Truth.” Unlike the first five au- 
dio-visual components, which can only 
be seen at the Whitney, the final piece 
was released on YouTube in April. 

Through the film’s locations and 
people, even the manner in which they 
are shot, viewers see a world teeming 
with difference and beauty. An intimate 
gathering of women feels vaguely fune- 
real. Two men engage in an intense wres- 
tling bout that looks more like modern 
dance than a fight A young boy washes 
his face. Ethereal shots of the beach are 
bathed in blue light. Meanwhile, the 
musical themes from the first five move- 
ments converge. 

“I tried to extend myself beyond 
what I normally do,” Washington says of 
Harmony of Difference. 

Washington will undoubtedly con- 
tinue to challenge himself and his 
growing legion of admirers. Whether 
or not he’s truly the next jazz icon is, 
predictably, a debated subject And he’s 
certainly not the first to be burdened 
with that label and its attendant expec- 
tations. But UVM’s Gennari thinks the 
musician is a good bet to lead the genre’s 
new generation. 

“Washington represents an amaz- 
ing breakthrough [in] the way that 
he’s inserted himself into popular 
culture,” the scholar says, adding that 
he was surprised when his students 
began buzzing about the saxophonist. 
Usually, it’s him who’s trying to get 
his students excited about up-and- 
coming artists. 

“There really hasn’t been a figure 
since John Coltrane,” insists Gennari, 
“who has created the kind of broad- 
based cultural excitement associated 
with the jazz tradition.” ® 

Contact: jordan@sevendaysvt.com 
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Keeping Spirit Alive 


A Richmond family hikes to remember a son who grew up on the mountain 


M ay 28 is the start of birthday 
season in the Cohn family. 
This was the date, in 1992, 
when Samuel Mariano 
Cohn, the family’s middle son, was born. 
“Birthday season” is what his mother, 
Diane Mariano, calls this time of year. 

Next up is the birthday of Gabe Cohn, 
who will turn 22 on June 9. The oldest 
Cohn son, Max, was born on June 17, 
1988. He’s almost 29. 

When each Cohn baby was born, 
their father, John Cohn, made a big 
banner from sailcloth to announce the 
birth. He hung each celebratory sign 
from the 65-foot-high bell tower of the 
family’s home in Jonesville, a big con- 
verted schoolhouse. The signs read, in 
turn: Meet Max. See Sam. Greet Gabe. 

This past Sunday, family and friends 
gathered to honor and remember Sam, 
who died at age 14 in a traffic accident. 
He would have been 25. Twice a year 
since his death — on Sam’s birthday and 
on the November day when he died — 
the Cohns hike up Bolton Mountain. 

“1 think we connect with Sam outside 
more,” Mariano said. “And we needed to 
go climb the mountain he loved." 

Sixteen people and eight dogs took that 
Sunday hike. The group included Sam's 
brother Gabe and childhood friends who 
are now young men. Sam's grandmother, 
83-year-old Judy Cohn, traveled from the 
Boston suburbs for the occasion. 

“Since Sam died, John and Diane 
have done everything they possibly 
can to keep his spirit alive,” Judy said. 
“And they have. They took a lovely little 
14-year-old and kept his spirit going.” 

This was the 19th hike for Sam on 
Bolton Mountain, where the family has 
trekked in deep snow in November and in 
May’s warm spring sunshine. Though it 
was Memorial Day weekend, Gabe spot- 
ted a patch of snow on the mountain and 
scooped up a handful to make a snowball. 
He remembered the time Sam kept him 
company, and made him laugh, when he 
broke his wrist snowboarding at Bolton 
Valley. Gabe shrugged off the mishap, 
noting that he got his first stitches at 
age 2 — the result of going down a slide 
headfirst 

“I think I’m at 68 stitches,” he said. 
“It’s only been that style since.” 

Gabe and Silas Wells, who was a 
friend of Sam's, talked on the hike about 


OUTSIDE MODE. 


the band in which Sam played drums, 
Black Night Vengeance. Sam, who 
looks like a rock star in photographs, 
also played guitar — an instrument 
he loved. As part of their son's legacy, 
the Cohns established the Sam Cohn 
Musical Soul Annual Guitar Giveaway, 
which presents a guitar or bass each 
year to a student at Mount Mansfield 
Union High School. Kids and teachers 
at MMU nominate students to win the 
instrument. 

“We pick at random," John said. “So 
Sam can choose.” 

Walking up Bolton Mountain, John 
wore his son's childhood backpack, a 
yellow L.L.Bean model with “SAM” 


stitched on it In the pack were totems for 
Sam: a couple of cans of Red Bull and a 
mortar firework. 

After taking a sip of the energy drink on 
the mountaintop, John and Gabe walked 
a few hundred yards past the summit to 
a rickety fire tower in the woods. They 
climbed the structure and set off the fire- 
work, lighting up the cloudy afternoon 
sky in a quick burst of sparks. 

The birthday commemoration con- 
tinued into the evening at the Cohns' 
home, where about 40 people gathered. 
John purchased the converted school- 
house in 1982, not long after he moved 
to Vermont for his work as an electrical 
engineer at IBM. He and Diane, also an 


engineer, met at the tech company and 
have been married for 30 years. 

For the party, Diane baked two carrot 
cakes — Sam’s favorite — and decorated 
them with flowers from her garden. The 
family grilled hot dogs and burgers. Friends 
brought salads, guacamole and cookies. 

Adults congregated in the kitchen. 
Kids played on a trampoline. Young 
adults, some of them friends since child- 
hood, sat outside and caught up. Kevin 
Cafferky, a friend of Sam's who grew up 
a mile away, said he used to go to the 
Cohns’ house after school. 

“I don’t knock on the door,” Cafferky 
said. “I just show up. And every time, it's 
home.” The annual gathering for Sam, 



in his view, is about consistency and 
connection. 

“The freshness of Sam's death isn't 
always present," CafFerky said. “But the 
connections endure. They keep going.” 

On the annual occasion, he said, he 
thinks about the boyhood he shared with 
Sam and the cool things kids do when 
they’re given the freedom to explore and 
make their own fun. 

“Sam was a kid who was allowed to 
grow up and be a lad,” Cafferky noted. 


John and Diane showed visitors their 
SamStones — smooth, flattish rocks 
about two inches across engraved with 
Sam’s name. The Cohns shape them 
from clay, stamp them with Sam’s name 
and samstones.org, and fire them in a 
friend’s kiln. Diane estimated the family 
has made and distributed about 8,000 
SamStones. They have been placed and 
found around the world. 

She keeps a basketful to send to 
people who request them using an 


online form — strangers to the family 
who have heard about the Cohns’ 
custom. Envelopes with SamStones are 
waiting to be mailed to Louisiana, Texas 
and England. 

People might find a SamStone “ran- 
domly” in the Winooski River, Wells said. 
“Or you can just come here and load up.” 

For Diane, SamStones signify “a 
moment [that says] life is pretty precious.” 

Before darkness fell, the Cohns 
opened more cans of Red Bull, poured 


the drink into paper cups and passed 
them around for a toast to Sam. They 
thanked people for being with them. 

“Happy birthday, Sam,” John said. 
Family and friends raised their cups and 
echoed: “Happy birthday, Sam.” © 

Contact: sally@sevendaysvt.com 

INFO 


27 GREEN MOUNTAIN DRIVE, SOUTH BURLINGTON 

NOW LEASING 1BR & 2-BR APARTMENTS 


www.catamountridgevt.com | 802-343-6118 



ITS | SPACIOUS UNITS | CONVENIENT LOCATION | QUIET | SAFE 


BRAND NEW CONSTRUCTION 


AFFORD; 



l • ■ a 


@ 

* 



$ $ 


Contact Kyle Today; 

KMARQUIS@REDSTONEVT.COM 

802.343.6ll8 


Catamount Ridge 



A Human Touch 

Dee Kalea presents 50 years of jazz photography 


A ccording to photographer Dee 
Kalea, her subjects routinely 
praise her for capturing their 
essence. That may be because, 
over nearly 50 years of shooting the big- 
gest names in jazz and Latin music, she has 
developed an inimitable and empathetic 
style. The training Kalea received from her 
mentor, famed jazz photographer Herb 
Snitzer, certainly played a role, as did the 
decade she spent in Los Angeles honing 
her professional skills. 

But there’s an even more compelling 
explanation for the Plainfield resident’s 
ability to transfer the souls of masters such 
as Tito Puente, Sonny Rollins and Nina 
Simone from stage to film: She grew up 
with them. 

“Thelonious Monk often woke me up 
playing my mother and Ornette a tune on 
‘my* beat-up old upright piano at 3 a.m.,” 
writes Kalea, 65, in her artist biography. 

“Ornette” would be Ornette Coleman. 
In addition to being a free-jazz pioneer 
and one of the most famous and influ- 
ential musicians in jazz history, the late 
saxophonist was Kalea’s stepfather. Her 
mother and aunt were among the first 
women to work professionally in New 
York City’s music industry. The former 
was Ray Charles' personal assistant; 
the latter worked with famed producer 
Quincy Jones. 

As a result, Kalea spent a good portion 
of her 1960s childhood in New York City 
nightclubs such as the Village Gate, the 
Five Spot Cafe and the Village Vanguard — 
the last of which she refers to as “my first 
babysitter.” By extension, that would make 
Coleman collaborators such as bassist 
Charlie Haden and trumpeter Don Cherry 
something like her uncles. 

“I was raised with these people and 
have intimate stories of them on their own 
time, not on the stage or in the recording 
studio,” Kalea says in a recent interview at 
Seven Days' office. 

On Friday, June 2, Kalea will share many 
of those stories, and photos, at a pop-up 
exhibit at New City Galerie in Burlington. 
Tided “New York City 1964-Present," it 
is the first of three such showings this 
summer. This one coincides with the open- 
ing night of the Burlington Discover Jazz 
Festival, though it is not affiliated with the 
fest. The exhibit will feature a slide show 
narrated by Kalea, as well as live acoustic 
jazz music and a silent auction featuring 
silver prints autographed by some of the 
musicians she’s shot. 



Proceeds from the auction will help 
Kalea present her photos in her first 
professional gallery exhibit. While her 
work has been featured on album covers 
and used for publicity — and, she says, 
has drawn interest from the Smithsonian 


Institution and the Library of Congress — 
Kalea has never had a proper showing of 
her jazz photographs. 

Why unveil them now? 

“My passion is to share the humanity of 
these musicians,” Kalea explains, adding 


that she plans to speak with jazz scholars 
and students about the personal side of 
her subjects. “There are people dedicating 
their lives to studying the historic music 
of these now-departed figures in music,” 
she continues. “And they’ve never heard 
anything like the stories I have to tell.” 

One such tale concerns Miles Davis. 
Though an undeniable 
genius, the Prince of 
Darkness was also a vola- .111 
tile man. as famous for his 
temper as for his trumpet. 

One of Kalea's best shots 
is a side profile of Davis onstage at the 
Hollywood Bowl in LA, doubled over and 
blaring his horn. The shot is as notable for 
Davis’ exaggerated posture as for Kalea’s 
proximity to him. How did she get that 

“I just asked him,” she says with a 
chuckle. “If I hadn’t, he might have blown 
up at me.” Davis appreciated the photo so 
much, he later autographed a print of it. 

Kalea, who no longer shoots profes- 
sionally, says a key aspect of her photo- 
graphic method was to be as unobtrusive 
as possible. She rarely used a flash and 
never shot with a motor-driven camera, 
which could be distracting because of its 
whir. She made sure to respect the bound- 
aries not only of the performers but of 
the audience, she says, striving to remain 


“There is nothing more offensive than 
a photographer standing right in front of 
a crowd,” she opines. (Kalea declined to 
allow a photo of herself to run with this 
article, perhaps further evidence of her 
desire to focus on her subjects.) 

Kalea says she often waited intermi- 
nable intervals to get just the right shot 
before clicking the shutter. One example, 
and one of her favorites, is a photo of Steve 
McCall. The drummer is seen muting 
a cymbal with one hand, huddled over 
the kit with his head cocked and mouth 
slightly agape. The shot came at the end 
of a nearly 20-minute drum solo, during 
which McCall’s limbs were a frenzied 
blur. Kalea waited, and then waited some 
more. The photo evokes an exhausted 
release after an almost climactic moment. 

The photographer takes pride in 
divining the personal essence of her sub- 
jects through her images. Her familiarity 
with them allowed her to present them 
not as mythical giants but as real people. 

“Dee has had an insider track her entire 
life,” says George Thomas by phone. For 11 
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Applying Pressure 

Despite skeptics, users of hyperbaric oxygen therapy call it a miracle cure 



M ary Kay Blouin felt like 
she was living in a state of 
perpetual exhaustion. After 
a couple of falls on pave- 
ment in the last two years left her with 
a traumatic brain injury — while she 
was recovering from Lyme disease — the 
Middlesex woman says she woke up 
every morning experiencing headaches, 
memory loss, brain fog digestion prob- 
lems, and joint and muscle pain. 

‘1 felt like I was wearing this gray 
blanket, a kind of heavy, exhausted [and] 
dull existence," recalls Blouin, who is 
co-owner of the candy store Delish 
Montpelier’s Sweet Shop. 

But last winter, Blouin found sig- 
nificant relief from her symptoms after 
undergoing an unconventional form of 
therapy with Dr. Grace Johnstone, a chi- 
ropractor in East Hardwick for the past 
24 years. In January 2014, Johnstone 
began offering hyperbaric oxygen ther- 
apy, or HBOT, to patients suffering from 
ailments that weren’t responding to 
medication or other forms of treatment. 

Initially, Blouin says, her symptoms 
worsened slightly after her first hour- 
long session inside the hyperbaric cham- 
ber. But, after three weeks of treatments 
two or three times a week, she says, she 
felt renewed energy and mental clarity 
for the first time in months. 

“I didn’t remember the last time I’d 
felt like myself,” she says. “It was shock- 
ing that nobody was talking about this.” 

HBOT involves exposing patients to 
concentrated levels of oxygen at higher- 
than-normal atmospheric pressure in 
order to, as Johnstone puts it, "enhance 
the body’s natural ability to heaL” By 
increasing the pressure, she explains, 
HBOT boosts the body’s ability to absorb 
oxygen, provides anti-inflammatory and 
antimicrobial effects, speeds the body’s 
ability to repair itself, and boosts the 
immune system. 

HBOT isn’t new technology. The 
Irish physicist and inventor Robert 
Boyle first experimented with it in the 
mid-1600s; clinical applications started 
a couple of centuries later. By the mid- 
20th century, physicians were using 
hyperbaric chambers to treat medical 
emergencies brought on by undersea 
diving such as gas embolisms and de- 
compression sickness. 


Today, HBOT is standard for more 
than a dozen serious medical conditions, 
including carbon monoxide poison- 
ing, radiation and thermal bums, crush 
injuries, severe anemia, and persistent 
diabetic wounds. 

In the last 10 to 15 years, practitioners 
including Johnstone have begun using 
HBOT for ailments other than the 14 
for which it’s currently approved by 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 
Such “off-label" uses, which are legal 
but require a doctor’s prescription, 
are given to patients with dementia, 
multiple sclerosis, Parkinson's disease. 


stroke, traumatic brain injury and post- 
traumatic stress disorder, among other 
conditions. 

HBOT has also entered the realm of 
sports rehabilitation and general well- 
ness. Elite athletes such as golfer Tiger 
Woods, Olympic gold-medal swimmer 
Michael Phelps and NBA star LeBron 
James reportedly have used it to recover 
more quickly from injuries and speed 
recuperation after major competitions. 

Hyperbaric chambers were once 
found only in major hospitals and cost 
several thousand dollars for a single ses- 
sion. But they have found their way into 


small alternative health clinics and spa- 
like settings around the country, usually 
for a fraction of the price that hospitals 
charge. In cities such as New York and 
San Francisco, a single hourlong ses- 
sion in a hyperbaric chamber can run as 
much as $300. By contrast, Johnstone’s 
Community Hyperbaric offers package 
deals for hourlong sessions for as little 
as $45. 

In Vermont, medical doctors as well 
as doctors of osteopathy, naturopaths 
and chiropractors can write a prescrip- 
tion, though insurance typically covers 
only FDA-approved applications. 

In March 2016, Community 
Hyperbaric opened a second office, 
in Montpelier. Located in a converted 
house on River Street, the interior looks 
more like a therapist’s office than a 
medical facility. A steady hiss of venting 
air emanates from behind French doors, 
where two white, soft-sided hyperbaric 
chambers are located. 

One, about the size of a large pool 
table, is roomy enough for a patient to 
recline. The other, a smaller chamber 
designed for sitting upright, is better 
suited for a patient in a wheelchair or 
someone who needs an assistant nearby. 
In either chamber, the patient breathes 
concentrated oxygen through a mask or 
nasal cannula. 

Despite HBOT’s fast-growing popu- 
larity elsewhere in the country, the 
technology is still largely unknown 
and unavailable throughout Vermont. 
Some in the state's medical community, 
including staff at the Vermont Medical 
Society, said they were unaware that it's 
now being offered outside of traditional 
hospital settings. 

Several local physicians contacted 
for this story said they’d heard about 
HBOT’s off-label uses. However, most 
expressed skepticism about its curative 
properties, noting the dearth of peer- 
reviewed research in the United States 
to validate its purported benefits. 

Dr. Peter Moses, a gastroenterologist 
at the University of Vermont Medical 
Center, was asked about recent research 
claiming that HBOT may help patients 
with ulcerative colitis. Moses finds such 
claims dubious. 

“There isn't a lick of data to support 
the use of HBOT for [irritable bowel 



disorder] or for nearly any systemic 
disorder, for that matter,” Moses writes 
via email. “This is a technology that has 
been searching for a clinical niche for 

Similarly, Dr. Joe McSherry, a UVMMC 
neurologist, reports that he isn't aware of 
HBOT's off-label uses but characterizes it 
as “a fairly harmless placebo." 

But Johnstone, a doctor of chiroprac- 
tic who holds a national certification in 
undersea and hyperbaric medicine, begs 
to differ. She’s been researching HBOT 
for more than three years, including how 
it’s used elsewhere in the industrialized 
world. She asserts that American physi- 
cians' misunderstandings or misgivings 
about HBOT stem from the fact that 
American medical schools teach little 
or nothing about mild (lower-pressure) 
hyperbaric therapy. 

Traditional hyperbaric chambers, 
Johnsone explains, typically use 100 per- 
cent pure oxygen at pressures as great as 
2.4 ATA, which is nearly two and a half 
times the average atmospheric pressure 
at sea level. By contrast, mild HBOT — 
the land she uses — applies just 1.3 ATA, 
with 90 to 95 percent oxygen content 
(Normal dry air is 21 percent oxygen.) 
Using lower pressures and oxygen con- 
centration reduces the dangers of fire 
and explosion associated with 100 per- 
cent oxygen delivered from pressurized 
tanks. It’s also more effective in treating 
certain conditions, Johnsone says, while 
minimizing the risk of complications 
typically caused by high-pressure hy- 
perbaric therapy, including lung or sinus 
damage, vision loss, and oxygen toxicity. 


“As safety goes,” she adds, mild 
HBOT is “probably safer than crossing 
the street.” 

Johnstone first discovered HBOT 
after she contracted Lyme disease in 
July 2012, which led to meningitis and 
radiculoneuritis, which is inflammation 
of one or more roots of the spinal nerves. 
After a month of intravenous antibiot- 
ics and multiple trips to the emergency 
room, her Lyme symptoms reemerged. 

“It was completely incapacitating 
for me. I couldn't walk. I couldn’t read. 
I couldn't drive,” recalls Johnstone. She 
didn't return to work for more than a year. 

Then Johnstone met a woman whose 
daughter had Lyme and suffered from 
unexplained seizures. They had an 
HBOT chamber in their home and, in 
April 2013, offered Johnstone an oppor- 
tunity to try it 

“For me, the first time [using HBOT], I 
could tell this was helping my brain,” she 
recalls. Johnstone’s earache, which she’d 
had for nine months, disappeared imme- 
diately, and she says she felt much more 
relaxed. “For me, it was the beginning of 
getting my life back," Johnstone says. 

She eventually took out a bank loan 
and bought herself a hyperbaric cham- 
ber — for $21,000. Since then, the price 
has dropped considerably. One of the 
two in her Montpelier office cost $7,500; 
online, some sell for as little as $3,800. 

Although hyperbaric therapy is still 
“vastly underutilized” in the United 
States, Johnstone says, much of the 
industrialized world considers it main- 
stream medical therapy. In the UK, for 
instance, the National Health Service 


covers the cost of treating multiple scle- 
rosis with mild HBOT. 

Some of the most promising results, 
she notes, have been in the field of neu- 
roscience, especially among patients 
with multiple concussions or strokes, 
or who have undergone brain surgery 
for cancers. Johnstone cites studies 
done overseas showing that HBOT can 
increase the brain’s neuroplasticity, 
or ability to heal, grow and regenerate 
blood vessels and neural connections. 

“We’re just seeing tremendous re- 
sponse ... and what’s amazing is that 
we’re seeing this even years after the 
stroke or concussion,” she adds. “That’s 
very unique to this treatment" 

Even if many Vermont physicians 
haven’t heard about HBOT or scoff at 
it, patients are starting to ask about it. 
Dr. Katherine Wayman is an assistant 
professor of neurology and a headache 
medicine specialist at UVMMC. She 
says that, after a half dozen of her pa- 
tients reported positive experiences 
with HBOT and “many more” inquired 
about it, she attended one of Johnstone’s 
presentations “with an open mind," then 
reviewed the medical literature herself. 

While Wayman emphasizes that 
there hasn’t been enough research on 
HBOT for her to feel comfortable pre- 
scribing it to patients, she acknowledges 
that, anecdotally, those with mild TBI, 
chronic post-traumatic headaches or 
persistent post-concussion syndrome 
have gotten relief from some symptoms. 

Wayman's litmus test for this or any 
other alternative therapy is: “Is it safe? 
And is it affordable?” She notes that mild 


HBOT has a good safety profile with 
few risks of complications. And, as she 
points out, “This is a patient population 
that is really suffering and [has] very few 
treatment options." 

As for HBOT’s affordability, 
Johnstone is trying to address that, 
too. Earlier this year, she partnered 
with the Brain Injury Association of 
Vermont to set up a nonprofit organi- 
zation, Hyperbaric Vermont, which 
aims to make HBOT more accessible to 
Vermonters. Though the BIA-VT hasn’t 
formally endorsed HBOT, “That doesn’t 
mean we don’t think it’s useful," says 
executive director Trevor Squirrell. “I 
think it has its uses ... and it’s helping 

One of those people is “Ann,” a 
67-year-old East Hardwick woman who, 
in July 2016, was diagnosed with my- 
asthenia gravis, a chronic autoimmune 
neuromuscular disease. She requested 
anonymity to protect her privacy. 

“For the next eight months, it was 
just a nightmare,” Ann says. She became 
very weak and had double vision, and 
her eyelids drooped. Because she had 
trouble swallowing, she suffered a 
severe drop in weight and lost control 
of her bodily functions. “I was in bad 
shape ... I really thought I was dying," 
she says. 

For months, Ann took the meds her 
physician had prescribed but says they 
only worsened her condition. One night 
in December, she started vomiting, 
had severe abdominal pain and ended 
up on the bathroom floor. The next 
day, against her physician’s advice, she 
stopped taking her meds entirely. 

In January, Ann tried HBOT at 
Community Hyperbaric for the first 
time. She says her doctor at Dartmouth- 
Hitchcock medical center “pooh- 
poohed” it, and her husband, a retired 
surgeon, seemed skeptical. Still, Ann 
started going three times a week. By late 
February, she saw promising results. 

“It was just a few weeks, and I 
started taking big steps toward feeling 
better,” Ann reports. Today, she says she 
continues to improve and says that even 
her doubting husband is convinced of 
HBOT’s value. 

“It was absolutely a miracle for me," 
she says. “I have my life back ... and I 
don't think I’d be here today if I hadn’t 
stopped the medicine and taken this 

Contact: ken@sevendaysvt.com 

INFO 

Montpelier Community Hyperbaric. 613-3929; 
Hardwick Community Hyperbaric. 472-8900. 
communityhyperbaric.com 



Divine Conn-Eck-tion 

A Burlington Eckankar chapter worships in light and sound 



O n a Sunday morning in May, in a space 
decorated with flower arrangements at 
Burlington’s Main Street Landing Performing 
Arts Center, some 25 people were preparing 
themselves to chant “hu.” 

‘Uust sit comfortably, close your eyes; take a minute 
to open your hearts,” cleric Michelle Josselyn. The 
mostly middle-aged adherents, who sat in rows of 
straight-backed chairs, fell into silence. 

Then the group began a resonant, musical drone 
that rose and fell like a melodic swarm of insects: 
“Huuuuu." The chant lasted about seven minutes 
before the voices finally trailed off. “May the blessings 
be," Josselyn concluded. 

The attendees, practitioners of the New Age religion 
Eckankar, had come from as far as Middlebury, Stowe 
and Alburgh to the monthly Light & Sound worship 
service. They are some of the 56 practicing Eckists 
around the state. 

Eckankar — “Eck” or “Ek” for short — is a 
Hinduism-based faith, according to Bill Elberty, head 
of the Vermont chapter. This coming September, more 
than 100 Eckists from around the region will flock to 
Burlington for a weekend conference titled “How to 
Survive Spiritually in Our Times.” 

Eck devotees come to meetings and sing the hu to 
pursue spiritual freedom, Josselyn explained, as souls 
seeking their true identities and pursuing a deeper 
awareness of God. “All of us are on a journey, whether or 
not we understand it, whether or not we like it” she said. 

In conversation, the group tosses around phrases 
such as “soul travel” and “Eck master” and espouses 
the power of dreams and visions. Members’ religious 
backgrounds differ, as does their degree of involve- 
ment some are recovering atheists or Catholics, while 
others are practicing Buddhists. 

“Everything is acceptable; nothing [is] wrong here," 
Josselyn said. 

Eckankar was founded — or “rediscovered," as prac- 
titioners would say — in 1965 by a Kentucky man named 
Paul Twitchell. A journalist gym teacher and spiritual 
seeker, he came upon the faith while studying religion 
in the Himalayas, according to Eckankar teachings. 

Twitchell had considered Catholicism, various 
Eastern religions and Scientology before he declared 
himself an Eck master — that is, a man who has “real- 
ized” God and can help bridge the gap between human 
souls and the divine. 

And so the practice was born. Twitchell chose the 
name “Eckankar,” a Hindu word that means “coworker 
with God.” 

The practice emerged in the midst of the counter- 
cultural movement of the 1960s. Scholars have dubbed 
the surge of interest in Asian religions during that era 
America’s “third great awakening,” according to Erica 
Andrus, a senior lecturer in the religion department at 
the University of Vermont. 


Eck “is still embraced as an alternative to hierarchi- 
cal, mainstream, church-based religions,” she said. “It 
appeals to people who want to have a kind of religion 
that they can engage in [in] a physical way, by chanting, 
meditation, in the way that many Americans look to 
eastern religions.” 

Eckists believe that God, or “Sugmad" — considered 
an “it,” not a “he" or “she" — is present in each of us. The 
Eck, or Holy Spirit, guides us toward “self-realization 
and God-realization.” Adherents also embrace ideas of 
karma and reincarnation. 

Eckankar has evolved over the years. Originally, it 
was referred to as the “ancient science of soul travel," 
and later as the “religion of the light and sound of 
God,” explained Ben Callaghan, spokesperson at the 
Eck world headquarters in Minneapolis. This year, Eck 
took on the new label “path of spiritual freedom.” 

“It’s a living teaching,” Callaghan said. “It's about: 
How do we present ourselves to meet the conscious- 
ness of the day?” 

Currently, the group follows, but does not worship, 
the Minneapolis-based Harold Klemp as the Living 
Eck Master, one who has achieved “Mahanta,” or the 
“highest state of consciousness,” according to the 
Sunday service program. (The program also advised 
that Mahanta is one of a litany of words trademarked 
by Eck.) 

Vermont’s Eckankar group has been meeting regu- 
larly in Burlington for hu chants, worship and scriptural 
studies since the late 1960s, according to Callaghan. 
Worldwide, the practice claims “tens of thousands” 
of adherents, Callaghan said, though the organization 


doesn’t keep track of exact numbers because “growth 
isn't the focus.” 

Once followers choose to become members — for a 
suggested donation of $60 a year — they receive dis- 
courses in the mail each month, which they discuss in 
groups or read on their own. 

Vermont is the least religious state in the union, ac- 
cording to a 2017 Gallup poll. Nonetheless, individual 
spiritual practices can blossom in this climate, Andrus 

“[Religions like Eckankar] can really thrive in a 
place like Vermont, or Burlington particularly," she 
said. “Burlington has this history of being countercul- 
tural on one hand, but also that New England sense of 
‘you do your thing, I’ll do my thing,’ ‘live and let live.”’ 

Eckists say they’ve found a receptive audience 
for their message. Although they don’t proselytize, 
the local group has grown over the past decades, ap- 
proximately doubling in the last 20 years, according 
to Elberty. Last week, a woman approached Josselyn 
in the supermarket, she recalled during her Sunday 
remarks. The stranger asked Josselyn which vitamins 
to buy, then broke down sobbing. 

“I don’t know what is attracting me to you; I just 
had to talk to you,” Josselyn recalled the woman saying. 
That attraction, Josselyn added, “was not me. Somehow 
the spiritual forces touched her for a reason.” 

For Elberty, head of the Vermont group, Eck 
provides a chance to find spiritual fulfillment on his 

The Woodstock-based lacrosse coach and educa- 
tor grew up as the son of mostly agnostic academics. 


a “hyperactive boy" who craved spiritual 
connection. At 14, he started visiting 
churches on his own. “I’ve never been 
satisfied with someone else’s explanation 
of the truth,” Elberty said. 

After college, while living in upstate 
New York, he dreamt he had to read a 
book by Paul Twitchell, The Tiger’s Fang. 
While he'd never heard the title until it 
appeared in his dream, he said, a house- 
mate had the book on hand. Intrigued 
by what he read, Elberty hitchhiked two 
hours to Rochester, N.Y., to attend an Eck 
service. 

He’s been practicing ever since. 

For him, Elberty said, Eck serves as 
an “exploration of spiritual freedom and 
truth in whatever shape the individual 

On a Tuesday in May, eight Eckists 
gathered in a small room up a curv- 
ing flight of stairs on College Street for 
a spiritual discussion. The room was 
brightly lit and cheery, as if compensat- 
ing for the topic of the evening — death. 

Eck clergy member Molly Orshoff, 
who sported a mass of blond ringlets 
and a mellifluous voice, facilitated 
the hour-long discussion of “what lies 
beyond the veil.” 


The group setting fostered intimacy; 
attendees shared stories about the loss of 
a spouse, a friend’s suicide, the imminent 
death of a parent. 

“Embrace the mystery," one woman 

Eckists hold to teachings of karma 
and reincarnation, though it’s not taught 
dogmatically. “We all need to address 
these questions about death or life after 
death," Orshoff said. “No one’s going to 
be able to answer it for us.” 

I'VE NEVER BEEN SATISFIED WITH 

SOMEONE ELSES EXPLANATION 
OF THE TRUTH. 

BILL ELBERTY 

Eck retains traces of Hinduism and 
eastern spirituality; contemplation 
and meditation are embraced. Pictures 
of bearded spiritual leaders with 
names such as Fubbi Quanta and 
Shamus-i-Tabriz hang on the walls. 
According to Eck teachings, these were 
the forerunners of the current Living 
Eck Master. 


After the discussion came the requi- 
site hu chant — “a sacred sound,” Orshoff 
explained, most likely for the benefit of a 
baffled-looking reporter. “It’s a spiritual 
exercise that can help us in the process 
of looking within." 

Orshoff came to Eck after growing 
disillusioned with her Catholic upbring- 
ing, she said. As a child, she asked a nun 
how she could become a saint like the 
ones she had read about. The nun re- 
plied, “That’s for the saints; that’s not for 
us,” Orshoff remembered, adding, “There 
was always a spiritual need in me." 

Eckankar is not without contro- 
versy. In the past, detractors have 
claimed that Twitchell plagiarized 
some of his religious writings and fab- 
ricated some of his experiences. David 
Lane, a professor at Mt. San Antonio 
College in California, has asserted that 
Twitchell copied large portions of his 
books from Sant Mat teacher Julian 
Johnson and other religious teachers 
without attribution. In his 1983 book 
The Making of a Spiritual Movement: 
The Untold Story of Paul Twitchell and 
Eckankar, Lane disputes that Twitchell 
visited India and points to instances 
where the Eck founder fabricated 


teachings and embellished his own 
biography. 

The accuracy of historical accounts 
of the Eck religion may not be what 
matters most to the faithful, Andrus 
said. “Whatever they’re doing is clearly 
meeting some people’s needs in the com- 
munity in a way that they feel is authenti- 
cally fulfilling,” she added. 

Nancy Fuller, a 64-year-old from 
Alburgh, has found contentment in the 
practice, she said. She met her husband, 
Fred, at an Eck seminar and now prac- 
tices daily spiritual exercises in addition 
to attending Eck services. 

After nearly 40 years of practicing 
Fuller said she can’t imagine life without 
Eck. 

“I’ve found a lot of people who take 
comfort in it,” she said. “It provides a lot 
of comfort and solace." ® 

Contact: katie@sevendaysvt.com 

INFO ^ ■ 

Vermont Eckankar Seminar. "How to Survive 
Spiritually in Our Times,’ September 30 and 

Performing Arts Center in Burlington. 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

For a research study to test a vaccine against a respiratory virus 


Ages 18-35 ' 
2 outpatient screening visits 


8 day/7 night inpatient stay 
4 outpatient follow up visits 
Up to $1 650 compensation 


VACCINE TESTING CENTER 

Call 802 - 656-0013 for more info and to schedule a screening. 
Leave your name, number and a good time to call back. 


Email UVMVTC@UVM.EDU 
or visit UVMVTC.ORG 
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Baby’s Got Sauce 

Samurai Soul Food captures the heart of Fairlee 


** HICKEN AND BEER,” an- 

nounces a bold blue sign on 

I the side of the building at 
176 Route 5 in Fairlee. While 
the label gives passersby an inkling of 
what they might find inside, it’s a little 
deceiving: Samurai Soul Food is neither 
a chicken joint nor a beer bar. 

Chef-owners Kelden Smith and 
John Hessler opened the place the 
week of Donald Trump’s inauguration 
in January. Before that, the cooks had 
worked together at the Worthy Burger 
in South Royalton. Hessler’s resume 
includes time at Black Krim Tavern in 
Randolph, as well as years working in 
Chittenden County’s club scene. 

Before opening Samurai Soul Food, 
Smith and Hessler told Seven Days they 
were going to cook what they liked to 
eat — Chinese food, fried chicken, 
Tex-Mex. They hoped their restaurant 
could become a community stronghold 
in a town where the 1,000-odd full- 
time residents rarely eat out. They’d 
serve beer and wine but not bother 
with spirits; guests would order at the 
counter, and servers would bring their 
food to them. 

Huh, wondered this reporter, a born- 
and-bred local. It seemed a little too 
weird, maybe, to work in a town where 
the only culinary successes in living 
memory have been a Greek pizza place 
and a summer snack bar. 

Yet from day one the place was 
packed. Locals responded with a mix 
of astonishment and gratitude. Word 
circulated through the rural towns along 
the Connecticut River: Have you eaten at 
Samurai Soul Food? The food was good! It 
was Jun to hangout there. It wasn't crazy 
expensive! The chefr bought ingredients 
from our neighbor-farmers. 

Crowds have continued to file in 
every Tuesday through Sunday evening, 
filling the 35 seats pretty much until the 
kitchen closes. 




LOCALS RESPONDED WITH 
A MIX OF ASTONISHMENT 
AND GRATITUDE. 


“It’s been nonstop since the day we 
opened," Hessler confirmed, standing 
near the register toward the end of his 
shift last week. “And not just the people 
you’d expect” 

If you’re from here, odds are you’ll 
run into someone you know. At first 
glance, Samurai Soul Food seems to 
cater to a youngish crowd, but you’re 
just as likely to bump into your aging 
uncle — or your cousin and her young 
family — as you are to clink glasses with 
a 30-year-old hipster. 
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FOOD LOVER? 

GET YOUR FILL ONLINE... 




LISTEN IN ON LOCAL FOODIES... 

BROWSE READER REVIEWS OF 1.000+ RESTAURANTS AT SEVENOAYSVT.COM/FOOD. 
REGISTER TO JOIN OUR BITE CLUB. YOU'LL GET FOOD NEWS IN YOUR INBOX 
EACH TUESDAY. 




CELLPHONE AND FIND LOCAL RESTAURANTS BY LOCATION OF 
ID NEARBY EVENTS. MOVIES AND MORE. 


GOT A FOOD TIP? FOOD@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 
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Fully Cooked 

VERMONT SUSHI FACTORY 
DISHES ORGANIC MAKI TO GO 
Attention, local sushi 
connoisseurs: There’s a 
new fish in the pond. Last 
month, Hardwick-based 

began wholesaling all- 
organic, made-daily maki 
in area storefronts and 
co-ops. Chances are, it’s 
headed for a store near you. 

After jason lutz and 
his wife, sarah, welcomed 
a newborn daughter 
earlier this year, Sarah 
started craving sushi, 

Lutz recalled via phone 
last week. But the couple 
keeps a strict organic diet 
and couldn't find organic 
sushi anywhere. So Lutz 
found organic nori, rice 
and fillings and started 
rolling maki himself. 

Lo and behold, the 
sushi was good — good 
enough to sell. Lutz 
teamed up with friend 
and entrepreneur fred 
Johnson and rented space 

Hardwick plant The 
Lutzes began selling maki, 
first to Hardwick’s buffalo 

MOUNTAIN FOOD CO-OP & CAFE, 

then to other stores in 
their area. In the past few 
weeks, they’ve expanded 
to retailers in Stowe and 
Chittenden County. 

“I realized that the end 
product is all about ingre- 
dients,” Lutz said. While 
traditional Japanese 
restaurants generally sell 
very fresh fish, he went 
on, the other ingredients 


are “the cheapest they can 
get" 

By contrast, everything 
in a Vermont Sushi 
Factory roll is organic, 
from the jasmine rice 
to the accompanying 
tamari packet A tofu roll 
pairs Vermont bean curd 
with sweet potato and 
scallion, while a salmon 
roll combines wild fish 
with sprouts, local cream 
cheese and cucumber. 

Also worth noting: All 
the fish is fully cooked. 
“Food safety is one 
concern,” Johnson said, 
but it’s also a matter of 
broadening the product’s 
appeal: “If you look at 
market feedback, the No. 

1 reason people say they 
don’t like sushi is because 
it’s raw fish.” 

If all goes well, 
Johnson and Lutz hope to 
open a brick-and-mortar 
takeout spot For now, 
you can find Vermont 
Sushi Factory rolls at 
Montpelier’s hunger 

market in Stowe and 
Winooski, at Williston’s 

and in a handful of 
smaller shops. 

Hannah Palmer Egan 

Crepes and 
Quilts 

SKINNY PANCAKE TO 
OPEN NINTH BRANCH AT 
SHELBURNE MUSEUM 
The SKINNY PANCAKE. 

which started in the 


summer of 2003 

Burlington’s Church 
Street, will open a branch 
in early June at one 
of Vermont’s premier 
locations: Shelburne 
Museum. 

owns the business with 
his brother, jonny, said 
the crepe restaurant and 
affiliated vendors will 
form a local food court at 
the museum, including 
a kiosk serving Skinny 
Pancake crepes; a chubby 
muffin snack shack offer- 
ing burgers, hot dogs and 
panini; and a creemee 
stand. 

“We will embellish 
on the Chubby Muffin 
[creemee] program to 
capture that Vermont 
creemee mystique,” Benjy 
Adler said, referring to 
his cafe in Burlington’s 
Old North End. 

The nature of the 
museum space is well 
suited to creating a 
dining area with discrete 
options, as opposed 
to building a Skinny 
Pancake restaurant 
there, Adler said. “It’s 
a big space, which is 
why we said we want 
to create an experience 
here. We felt we needed 
to diversify.” 

Shelburne Museum 
will be the Skinny 
Pancake’s ninth location, 
including the Church 
Street cart. The seasonal 
business will comple- 
ment Skinny outposts at 
Sugarbush Resort and 
Stowe Mountain Resort, 
and keep an estimated 
$50,000 in the local food 
economy, Adler said. 

“The location has 
historically sourced 
all of its food straight 
off the distributor 
truck," he said. “We can 
redirect that purchase 
power locally." 







food+drink 



Baby's Got Sauce « P .4z 

The decor is part bachelor pad, part 
tiki bar, part hazy college dorm room. 
But the room isn’t clouded with bong 
smoke, and the bathrooms are impecca- 
bly clean. Strings of chile-pepper lights 
glow red against bamboo-lined walls. 
Posters depict a young Bruce Lee, circus 
polar bears on teeter-totters, clowns. An 
overhead television plays silent anime 
films. Languid goldfish swirl around the 
rocks and plastic plants inside a long 
tank near the door. Tibetan prayer flags 
adorn the doorways. 

At tables and a small bar, guests can 
sip blends of sparkling wine, sake and 
juice. A glass of iced rose splashed with 
blueberry juice tastes like a classed-up 
wine cooler in pink ombre — pale pink 
at the top of the glass gives way to a deep 
berry hue toward the bottom. 

Patrons can also choose from a 
list of half a dozen well-curated local 
beers, such as frequent rotations from 
Fiddlehead Brewing, River Roost 
Brewing Lost Nation Brewing and 
others. Nonalcoholic options include an 
electric-pink fruit punch and Jamaica 
(hibiscus) tea. 

The food strikes a balance between 
irresistible street eats and modern farm- 
to-table comfort fare, without relying on 
the same old overdone tropes — poutine, 
mac and cheese — that you’ll find on 
many a casual menu. Several dishes look 
half Asian or half Mexican; the best ones 
succeed by being neither. 

Take the tuna nachos ($10): Crunchy 
fried wonton strips serve as the chips; 
hunks of blushing raw tuna add meaty 
o heft Shredded cabbage, carrots and pep- 
pers dressed in sweet soy and sesame 


stand in for iceberg lettuce, while pickled 
ginger adds the sour kick that brined 
olives or sliced jalapeno peppers would 
bring to a Mexican plate. Splatters of 
orange tiger mayo — the kind you might 
find atop a spicy tuna roll — take the place 


of cheese or sour cream. Mexican? No. 
Japanese? Vaguely. Delicious? Oh, yes. 

Across the table, spider plants in plas- 
tic pots were suspended from a metal 
bar like coat hangers, adding a botanical 
touch and framing my husband's head. 


He was midway through a bowl of 
Party Animal fried rice ($14), one of 
several pitch-perfect Chinese-American 
plates that Smith and Hessler have spun 
into cool, modem classics. Beneath a 
neat arrangement of Korean barbecue 
chicken, spicy pickles and an egg fried 
soft, a mound of rice was fried with diced 
carrots and peas and crumbled local pork. 
It wasn't what you’d get at your neighbor- 
hood takeout spot, but the core of the dish 
captured exactly that salty, umami allure. 

One table over, a friend of mine 
hunched over an old eight-bit table video 
game, nibbling a beef and broccoli spe- 
cial ($13) between rounds of Pac-Man. 
That dish packed all the sesame-sweet 
satisfaction I’d expect from my down- 
town wok. Except that the beef was from 
nearby Almanac Farm, mindfully raised 
by farmers known to the restaurateurs; 
the sauce was homemade, not glugged 
out of a half-gallon jug. The broccoli was 
fresh and crunchy. 

I looked around, a bit surprised that 
nearly every seat was still full at 9 p.m. on 
a Thursday. Guests bobbed their heads 
to a Talking Heads tune, which drifted 
across the room at a tolerable volume. 

“Fm not sure I would have predicted 
the success of a place like this," I said 
to my friend at the neighboring table. 
“Apparently, people around here have 
been craving something like this.” 

“Totally,” he said, looking up from 
the game. “This is exactly what Fairlee 
needed.” © 

Contact: hannah@sevendaysvt.com 

INFO 

Samurai Soul Food. 176 Route S. Fairlee. 
331-1041.facebook.com/samuraisoulfood 
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S The food court will open the 

ui first week in June and “ramp 
£ up” to be fully operational by 
jjj early July, Adler said. After 
° closing on October 31, it will 
open for next year’s season on 

| Sally Poliak 

s Close to Home 

NEW WORCESTER FARMERS 
MARKET WILL HOST THE 
COMMUNITY ON PRIVATE LAND 
On June 8, a farmers market 
will debut just off Route 12 
0 in Worcester. Located on 
o property privately owned by 
5 entrepreneur KYLE devitt, the 



weekly Thursday- 
evening event will 
combine grocery 
shopping with food 
trucks and live music. 
During the week, the 
spot will serve as a 
drop-by farms tand, 

Devitt said, offering 
wares from a mix of 
area producers. 

Devitt said he 
aims to create a kid- 
friendly place where 
community members 
can gather to enjoy food and 
conversation, purchase local 
ingredients without driving 
to Montpelier, and sell their 
wares sans the competitive 


application process and 
regulations common at many 
well-established markets. 

For instance, some markets 
mandate that farm owners 
remain on-site a certain 


percentage of the 

it “If they don't want 
to take half a day 
to come, set up and 
break down, we still 
want their produce 
represented,” he said. 

If the farmer 
can’t afford to send a 
staffer, either, “We'll 
pick up produce from 
five or six locations 
and sell it all at the 
same booth," Devitt 
added, “so that people get 
a well-rounded shopping 
experience.” 

Devitt is still seeking 
vendors, but noted that good 


heart farmstead will be among 
them, and amanda franz of 
the Everything Space in 
Montpelier will sell medicinal 
herbs and tinctures. Devitt has 
musicians lined up for every 
Thursday in June, including 
Kris Gruen and the Chad 
Hollister Band. 

Devitt himself won’t be 
vending, although he hopes 
to in the future. “I don’t have 
anything to sell at this point," 
he said. “There are plenty of 
farmers in the area. I want 
to provide the space so that 
they have a place to come 
together.” 




OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FOR LUNCH AND DINNER 
AUTHENTIC MEXICAN CUISINE 


BURLINGTON 


FESTIVAL I JUNE 16-24 


SERVING UP SOME 

EL GATO FOOD! 
703 PINE STREET, 


Ft 


JUNCTION 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

5:30pm - 9:30 pm 

call 802-764.1489 for reservations 
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Chewing the Scenery 

A Huntington researcher turns her natural surroundings into inventive vegan cuisine 


I t's spring, and the fragrance of lilacs fills the air. 
Their flowers offer a rare and delicious scent, but 
are they good enough to eat? 

Chances are, consuming the tender blossoms 
has never crossed your mind — unless you’re Melissa 
Hoffman of SHO Farm. On a recent day in the “per- 
maculture food lab” on her 1,296-acre property in 
Huntington, lilac blossoms spilled from a dish onto a 
table, ready to be processed into an infusion that would 
be blended with apple cider. Beside the lilacs was a 
mold-covered wheel of cheese made from Hoffman's 
own pine-nut milk. 

Those are just two of the surprisingly appealing 
concoctions she has made from plants. In Hoffman's 
lab, which evokes a wholesome version of Willy 
Wonka’s chocolate factory, she spends her days turning 
the plethora of wild and cultivated edibles that grow 
on the property — from pine nuts to chaga mushrooms 
to goldenrod — into sustenance, with as little waste as 
possible. 

“This food is free, for a lot of us," Hoffman said. “But 
[using] it takes time and knowledge.” 

That knowledge is Hoffman’s stock in trade. She 
doesn’t sell the results of her experiments at the local 
farmers market — or anywhere. But this June, she’ll 
open her lab to an inaugural small group of students 
seeking to produce their own creations. 

Bom in Michigan, Hoffman, 54, has a background 
in journalism and filmmaking. She is executive direc- 
tor of the Foundation for a Sustainable Future, which 
purchased the former Teal Farm in 2003. The property 
was originally designed to support sustainable crops 
and edible landscaping — cornerstones of the permac- 
ulture movement — with the assistance of Moretown’s 
Whole Systems Design. 

SHO Farm has leased that land from the foundation 
since 2003, and Hoffman’s wife, Shawn Smith, joined 
her in running the farm in 2010. Smith and Hoffman 
also run Earth Asset Partnership, a consulting busi- 
ness that focuses on “investing in no-kill permaculture 
systems and land-based businesses,” according to its 
website. 

The entrance to SHO Farm is a long sweep of 
wooded driveway shaded by a canopy of tree boughs. 
Past the point where one might expect to have made 
a wrong turn into endless forest, the trees open into a 
lush, sloping field. 

There stands a trio of meticulously maintained 
buildings made of weathered wood. One of them — a 
bam trimmed in white and red and topped with a 
weathervane — is Hoffman’s lab. 

Plenty of people play around with food, but few 
do it to the extent that Hoffman does. Her lab is a 
wild collection of old and new, with a classic wood- 
stove standing beside a gas stove, and a collection of 
stainless-steel racks and tables evoking a commercial 
restaurant kitchen. Surfaces are lined with glass jars 




displaying raw materials — 20 different types of dried 
mushrooms, for instance — and the products she's cre- 
ated from them. A fridge and freezer are stuffed with 
her handiwork — chive-bud capers, lacto-fermented 
gooseberries, richly flavored shiitake mushroom stock. 

A dedicated vegetarian who is nearly vegan, Hoffman 
derives most of her nutrition from plant products, with 
the exception of a little honey and duck eggs from birds 
Smith raises on the property. By experimenting, she 
said, she has vastly expanded her diet As she put it, 
her work is “about transforming plants. There’s such 
a spectrum of flavor out there that we don’t even know 
about, in our woods, on our field edges." 

She also aims to fuse food and medicine, “making 
what's used medicinally into the food itself, so the 
food becomes the medicine, and there’s no separation 
between the two,” she said. 

To spread her findings, Hoffman is writing a 
book. And, starting on June 24, she’ll be bringing a 
small group to the food lab for a class called the Food 
Experience at SHO, which is “about bringing global 
possibilities to perennial and ethical food systems,” 
she said. She and her students will explore “what’s 
possible for a regional cuisine that is mentored by our 
global history.” 

A philosophy major in college who once lived in a 
Buddhist monastery in Korea, Hoffman describes her- 
self as one who is dedicated to a form of consumption 
that regenerates the landscape. By deriving food from 



NEW STUFF ONLINE EVERY DAY! PLACE YOUR ADS 24-7 AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM. 
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Call or email Ashley today to get started: 

865-1020 x37, homeworks@sevendaysvt.com 


QUALITY BUILT 


homeworks 


List your properties here 
and online for only $45/ 
week. Submit your listings 
by Mondays at noon. 


■ NEW TO THE MARKET 

■ 

1 Renovated 1830’s twelve room farm- 


rgglBgnl if 

| ond floor studio. $428,500 Tlmmitn R ai 











CITY OF BURLINGTON 

In the Year Two Thousand Seventeen 

An Ordinance in Relation to 

COMPREHENSIVE 
DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE 
Rezone Fletcher Place 
to Residential Medium 
ZA #16-12 

It is hereby Ordained by the 
City Council of the City of Burlington as follows: 

That Appendix A, Comprehensive Development Ordinance, of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Burlington be and hereby is amended to change 
the zoning district on Fletcher Place from Institutional to Residential Me- 
dium by amending Map 4.3. 1 - 1 Base Zoning Districts, Map 4.4.4- 1 Institu- 
tional ZoningDistricts, Map 4.4.5- 1 Residential Zoning Districts and Map 
8.1.3-1 Parking Districts to read as follows: 

' 'See attached map excerpt identified as Zoning Amendment ZA-16-12, Rezone 
Fletcher Place toResidential Medium Density for parcels changed from Institution- 
al (I) to Residential Medium Density (RM) as well as attached Map 4.3. 1-1 Base 
Zoning Districts, Map 4.4.4-1 Institutional Zoning Districts, Map 4.4.5-1 Residential 
Zoning Districts and Map 8.1.3- 1 Parking Districts, changes as indicated in each 




ORDINANCE 4.03 



Public Hearing Date: 05/15/17 
First reading: 10/17/16 
Referred to: Ordinance Committee 
- Second reading: 05/15/17 

Signed by Mayor 05/24/17 
Published: 05/31/17 
Effective: 06/21/17 
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Show and tell. 




Open 24/7/365. 




Extra! Extra! 
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05.31.17-06.07.17 


ATTENTION RECRUITERS: 


POST YOUR JOBS AT: 
PRINT DEADLINE: 
FOR RATES & INFO: 


SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTMYJOB 
NOON ON MONDAYS (INCLUDING HOLIDAYS) 
MICHELLE BROWN, 802-865-1020 X21, 
MICHELLE@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


SEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBS 


We are looking for a 
baker and pastry person 

to work in a very busy bakery/ 
caffe. Must have professional 
kitchen experience, be able to 
communicate well with a 
team, be organized, and love 
the world of pastry! We would 
prefer someone that has 
experience with laminated 
doughs and cake decorating 
skills. 

Send resumes to: 

mirabellesl98@comcast.net. 


Happy Tails 

PET GROOMER 

Happy Tails Pet Resort and Spa 
is a full-service, upscale resort 
providing boarding, daycare and 
grooming services to dogs and 
cats. We are currently looking for 
an experienced Groomer to join 
our team! Candidate will provide 
grooming and salon services 
in a fast-paced setting. This 
position requires impressive pet 
grooming skills and the ability to 
work independently. 

Send resumes to: 
customerservice@ 
happytailsvermont.com 


WORK, WORK. WORK. WC 
WORK, WORK. WORK, WC 
WORK. WORK. WORK, WC 
WORK, WORK, WORK. Wl 


jobs.sevendaysvt. 
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Northeastern Vermont Area Health Education Center 

HEALTH SCIENCE EDUCATOR 

Prepare students for post-secondary training & careers 
in health care fields throughout northern Vermont 
For position details & application information, please visit 

www.nevahec.org 

URSA MAJOR 

Robust Sublime 

HEY, WE’RE HIRING! 

Ursa Major is growing leaps and bounds and 
we're looking for some smart, inspired folks to 
join our growing team here in Waterbury, VT. 
Are you passionate about healthy living? Do 
you want to join a small, entrepreneurial 
company switching tens of thousands of 
people each year over to delightful, toxin- 
free face and body care products? 

LEARN MORE AT... 


URSAMAJORVT.COM/PAGES/WERE-HIRING 


FAMILY RESOURCE COORDINATOR 

37.5 hours 

Family support organization seeks professional in 
Chittenden County to assist in the development and 
coordination of early intervention service plans, conduct 
home visits, and communicate with multiple agencies and 
school districts. Must have experience parenting a child with 
special needs and knowledge of family-centered care, early 
childhood development, community resources for families 
with young children, and strong communication skills. 

Cover letter and resume to 

HR, Vermont Family 
• 0 Network 

v, " 'unt 6Q0 Blajr park Rd , Sujte 240> 

\ / ramuy wmiston VT 05495, 

V Network 

oremailHR@vtfn.org. EOE. 
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Vermont Association of 
Conservation Districts 


Agricultural Conservation Positions 

SOUTH LAKE CHAMPLAIN 
VACD seeks qualified candidates to fill a Conservation 
Planner position and a Cartographic Technician position in 
the South Lake Champlain region of Vermont. Both positions 
will help agricultural producers reduce phosphorus runoff 
impacting Lake Champlain. 

The Conservation Planner will assist small farm owners 
who are in the process of conserving farmland to complete 
necessary easement documentation as well as help farms 
with previously conserved farmland by assessing water 
quality concerns, providing technical assistance, and 
supporting implementation of Best Management Practices. 
Desired qualifications include: Bachelor's degree in natural 
resources, agriculture, soils or agronomy or 5-10 years 
of practical experience in the above fields; knowledge 
of agriculture, agricultural conservation and diversified 
agricultural practices; advanced experience with and 
knowledge of digital map development and interpretation; 
familiarity with the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) conservation planning process preferred. This 
position will be housed in the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) Middlebury field office with 
frequent travel in Addison and Rutland Counties. Starting 
wage is $ 1 6 to $ 1 8 per hour based upon experience. 

The Cartographic Technician will assist and support 
NRCS and VACD conservation staff in planning and 
implementing conservation practices by producing 
maps and other geospatial information and data. Work 
assignments will be carried out primarily in an office setting 
at either the Middlebury or Rutland NRCS field office. 
Desired qualifications include: knowledge and expertise with 
ArcGIS and other mapping tools; proficiency with Microsoft 
Office, Excel and database programs; Bachelor's degree in 
natural resources, agriculture or related subjects; working 
knowledge of natural resources, agriculture, and water 
quality issues a plus. Starting wage is $15 per hour. 


Visit www.vacd.org for detailed job descriptions and 
qualifications. Both positions include training, health 
insurance benefit and generous leave package. Send 
:over letter identifying preferred position, resume and three 
references by June 2nd to 
joanne.dion@vacd.org or 
VACD PO Box 889, Montpelier, VT 05601 





ATTENTION RECRUITERS 


POST YOUR JOBS AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBS FOR FAST RESULTS. 
OR CONTACT MICHELLE BROWN: MICHELLE@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


C-12 jobs® 


05.31.17-06.07.17 



ONE PERSON t 


2 

Last minute opening in 

PERENNIALS 

m 

Great pay, paid holidays & 

immediate retirement plan 

HORSFORTT Full Job Description & Application at 

sen WWW.HORSFORDNURSERY.COM 


Northeastern Family Institute 


“Make a difference in the life of a child!"- NFI Vermont, a leader 
in specialized trauma and adolescent development, is looking 
to expand our team of innovators. Full-time and part-time 
positions available. Competitive wages, training opportunities, 
flexible work schedules and family oriented culture. Excellent 
benefits with tuition reimbursement offered for 30 or more 
hour employees. 


Human Resources Assistant 

NFI Administrative Office 

NFI Vermont is seeking a port time experienced Human 
Resources Assistant to work 30 hours a week. The ideal 
candidate will be enthusiastic, self-motivated, team-oriented 
and will possess excellent communication skills. Primary 
duties include coordination of personnel paperwork with 
our 1 7 programs regarding hiring and benefits information, 
coordination of the agency training calendar, payroll timesheet 
entry and assisting the Human Resource Manager, with 
administrative support. Must be detail oriented and be able 
to multi-task in a fast paced environment. Microsoft Office 
computer skills required. Experience in Human Resource 
Management a plus. 

Please send resume and cover letter to: Amy Whittemore, 
Human Resource Manager, 30 Airport Road, South Burlington, 
VT 05403 or AmyWhittemore@nafi.com. 


Residential Counselor 

NFI Hospital Diversion Program 

The Hospital Diversion Program of NFI VT is seeking a full 
time Residential Counselor. Hospital Diversion provides 
crisis stabilization, clinical consultation, individual treatment 
and discharge planning in a small, safe residential 
setting. Counselors provide supervision and support to 
youth, as well as provide a sense of safety and security. 
Superior interpersonal skills and ability to function well in 
a team atmosphere a must. B.A. in psychology or related 
field required. Position is full-time with a comprehens' 
benefits package. Please e- 


AnnePeterson@nafi.com 


sr letter to: 


Vermont arts council 


FINANCE DIRECTOR 

The Vermont Arts Council, based in Montpelier, is looking for 
a director of finance. This position serves as chief financial 
officer and oversees the administrative operations of the 
organization. The director of finance will play a critical role in 
collaborating with senior management in strategic decision 
making as a new strategic plan is launched. 

This is an opportunity for an experienced financial 
professional to bring their skills and expertise to a unique 
organization — the only state arts council which is also a 
501(c)(3). Candidates seeking a part-time position with 
autonomy, the chance to broaden their skill set and impact, 
the opportunity to work with a creative team, and with the 
ability to use their variety of financial, administrative, and 
communication skills are encouraged to apply. 

For more information go to 
vermontartscouncil.org/about-us/employment. 


Ambulatory LPNs 


r r\CROTHERS 

Environmental Croup, LLC 

ASBESTOS 

ABATEMENT WORKERS 

Crothers Environmental Group 
is seeking full-time Abatement 
Workers. No experience necessary. 
We will train and pay for licensure 
for the right person(s). Starting 
pay is $12 per hour for non 
experienced workers, $15 per hour 
for experienced/licensed workers. 
Position based in Morrisville but 
will service entire State of Vermont 
and Northern New Hampshire with 
a company-owned vehicle. Clean 
driving record required. 

Please email your 
interest to heather© 
k crothersenvironmental.com. I 


UVMHealth.org/MedCenterJobs 


O'BRIEN 


CURRENTLY HIRING: 

MAINTENANCE 

TECHNICIAN 

Goto: 

obrienbrothersagency.com/ 

tompany/rareers 

for complete job descriptions. 
Apply with cover letter, 
references and resume to 

HR@OBRIENeROTHERSAGENa.COM. 

Equal Opportunity Employer. 


FRONT DESK/ 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 

Wanting to get back into 
the work force? Our friendly, 
family oriented dental 
practice in South Burlington is 
seeking a mature, personable 
receptionist Computer and 
phone skills desired. Office 
experience is preferred, but we 
are willing to train the right 
person! We are hiring for a 3-4 
day flexible work week. 








FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @SEVENDAYSJOBS, SUBSCRIBE TO RSS, 
OR CHECK POSTINGS ON YOUR PHONE AT M. SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


NEW JOBS POSTED DAILY! 

SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSIFIEDS 


® jobs C-13 



Looking for 
a Sweet Job? 

Our new, mobile-friendly 
job board is buzzing with 
excitement. 

Job seekers can: 

• Browse hundreds of 
current, local positions 
from Vermont companies. 

• Search for jobs by keyword, 
location, category and 
job type. 

■ Set up job alerts. 

• Apply for jobs directly 
through the site. 


Start applying at 

jobs.sevendaysvt.com 
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The Yestermorrow Design/Build School in Waitsfield 
inspires people to create a better, more sustainable world 
by providing hands-on education that integrates design and 
building skills as a creative, interactive process. 


SEMESTER PROGRAM 
DIRECTOR 


Yestermorrow Design/Build School is seeking a new Semester 
Program Director. This position is temporary and runs from 
early August to mid/late December (dates negotiable). The 
Director is lead instructor and supervisor for the Yestermorrow/ 
UMass Semester in Sustainable Design/Build, a 15-credit, 
16-week program (8/19-12/8/17) for up to 15 undergraduates 
and recent graduates, based in Waitsfield. Started in 2011, the 
Semester Program is focused on the collaborative design and 
construction of a single, high-performance, year-round structure 
for a real client The curriculum includes four credit-bearing 
courses, consisting of lectures, seminars, discussions, studio 
time, and jobsite work. The Director is responsible for delivering 
the academic curriculum, leading and guiding the design/ 
build process, supervising the faculty team (a co-instructor and 
teaching assistant), and teaching the students how to develop 
and structure the design/build process collaboratively and 
constructively for themselves. The Director is also cross-listed as 
UMass Amherst faculty; MArch or BArch required. 

For more information please visit Http://bitJy/2qkfl5P or 
contactericfiyestermorrow.org. Position open until filled; 
preference given to applications received by June 16. 


state <>f Vermont 
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For the people. . . the place. . . the possibilities. 


DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH 

Chief Nursing Officer (Nursing Administrator) 

As the Chief Nursing Officer for the Vermont Psychiatric Care Hospital (VPCH), you will be respon- 
sible for supervising nurses and nurse managers, facilitating the design and delivery of patient care, 
recommending strategies to improve services, and contributing to outcomes related to recovery-fo- 
cused patient care and environment of care goals. VPCH, located in Berlin, VT, is newly constructed 
and fully accredited to serve some of the state's most acute inpatients who are under the care and 
custody of the Commissioner of Mental Health. We are in search of a nurse administrator who cre- 
ates a positive and collaborative work environment and possesses sound management skills to assure 
that operations comply with practice and accreditation standards, as well as all applicable statu- 
tory regulations. As part of the senior leadership team, you will actively recruit and guide staff in 
promoting a recovery-oriented, person-centered inpatient treatment environment. Vital skills for this 
position include a broad knowledge of health care systems and planning, supervisory and budgeting 
competencies, communication, creativity, critical thinking and effective problem solving acumen. 
Qualifying applicants must have either a Bachelor's or Master's of Science Degree in Nursing and 
current licensure, with relevant experience identified. Interested applicants should provide a letter of 
interest and resume specifying experience and unique qualifications relevant to this senior manage- 
ment opportunity. Salary requirements are welcomed. 

Inquiries or submission of interest may be directed to: 

Frank Reed, LICSW, Interim CEO at either frank.reed@vermont.gov (phone #802-241-2010) or by 
mail: Waterbury State Office Complex, Attn: Frank Reed. DMH, 280 State Drive NOB 2, Waterbury. 
VT 05671-2010. Recruitment for this position will be ongoing until filled. 


.VERMONT 


WHERE YOU AND YOUR 
WORK MATTER... 


Vermont arts council 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The Vermont Arts Council seeks an experienced executive 
director to lead the organization into the next stage of its 
organizational development. 

The executive director is responsible for the overall 
management of the Council including budgeting, financial 
planning and asset management, grant compliance, fund 
development, fiscal management, and program oversight. 

The executive director reports to the board of directors and 
supervises the staff. 

Since 1965, the Council has been the state's primary provider 
of funding, advocacy, and information for the arts in Vermont. 
Funded primarily by the state, the National Endowment for 
the Arts, and private donations, the Council awards grants 
to artists, arts organizations, and communities and supports 
the creative sector through technical support, learning 
opportunities, and promotional assistance. 

For more information go to 


.org/about-us/employment. 



NUTRITION SERVICES 


Line Chef 

Hie Line Chef is responsible for the preparation of cold and hot 
food items in quantity for patients, employees, visitors and catering 
requisitions. Must have knowledge of weight and measures conver- 
sion, cooking and baking vocabulaiy and food prep techniques. 
Must have at least one year of experience in quantity food prepara- 
tion and a high school diploma or GED. Culinary degree preferred 
as well as experience in a lead role. 


Full-time and per diem positions available. We offer a competitive 
wage, excellent benefits including health insurance, paid time off, 
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Museum Director 

Rokeby Museum, a National Historic Landmark 
Underground Railroad site, seeks Director to 
oversee all operations including exhibits, public 
and educational programs, collections care, and 
all matters relating to the museum’s property and 
facility. For detailed information, please visit: 
www.rokeby.org/nHiseum-director-search 

© ROKEBY MUSEUM 



Looking for a GREAT summer job? 

Brown Ledge Camp has some options for youl 

NURSES - RN OR NP 

Whether you have been a nurse for some time, or are just 
graduating, we would enjoy speaking with you. Our nurses 
work as a team sharing duties. Our campers are an active, 
well population. We are in search of two nurses to fill out 
our health center staff. 

HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTORS 

2017 will be the 91st riding season at Brown Ledge. We have 
two positions to fill to complete our 11 person riding staff, 
and are looking for riders who have a background in H/J or 
Eventing and have experience teaching. 

ARCHERY INSTRUCTOR 

Are you an archer who can teach archery? Archery is a 
serious, well attended activity by archers of all levels at BLC. 

RIFLERY INSTRUCTOR 

Do you have a background in riflery? Do you have 
experience instructing riflery? Have you ever been on a 
riflery team? 

Interested in any of these positions? 

We would enjoy hearing from you! 1 1 

Want to learn more? Email bill@brownledge.org, 
or call Bill at 802 862 2442, Extension 2. 

If you would like to submit a resume or letter of interest 
email bill@brownledge.org 

COLLEGE STUDENTS ENCOURAGED TO APPLY! 


popolo 

Head Chef 

Opened in 201 2, Popolo is a 
community restaurant serving 
Italian-inspired farm-to-table 
cuisine in historic Bellows Falls, 
VT. We're offering generous 
compensation and benefits for 
an inspired and experienced 
professional, someone anxious 
to make a mark on the culinary 
culture ofVermont, and who 
has fine dining experience and 
kitchen management skills. You 
can learn about this position on 
our website at 
popolomeanspeople.com 



TOWN OF CALAIS 


Selectboard 

Administrator 


Champlain Community Services is a progressive, 
intimate developmental services provider agency 
with a strong emphasis on self-determination values 
and individual & family relationships. 


CASE MANAGEMENT 


Assist Selectboard based on 
your business or municipal 
experience and your 
ability to research, analyze. 


coordinate benefits. 
Email 

calais.townclerk@gmail.com 
for job description, 
pay and benefits. 
Phone 802 456-8720. 


CCS is seeking a Service Coordinator with strong clinical 
and organizational skills to join our dynamic team. The ideal 
candidate will enjoy working in a fast-paced, team-oriented 
position and have demonstrated leadership. This is an 
excellent opportunity to join a distinguished developmental 
service provider agency during a time of growth. Send your 
cover letter and application to Elizabeth Sightler, esightler@ 


COMMUNITY INCLUSION FACILITATORS 


mm* 


iBakYfeM 

PERSONNEL SERVICES 


Carpentry Jobs 
Construction Jobs 
Production Jobs 


Provide one on one inclusion supports to help individuals 
lead fulfilling lives, reach their goals and be productive 
members of their community. We currently have several 
positions with comprehensive benefit packages. Send your 
application and cover letter to staff@ccs-vt.org. 

SHARED LIVING PROVIDER 

Provide residential supports to an individual in your home 
or theirs. A generous stipend, paid time off (respite) and 
comprehensive training & supports are provided. We are 
currently hiring for a variety of situations. Contact Jennifer 
Wolcott, jwolcott@ccs-vt.org or 655-05 1 1 ext. 1 1 8 for more 
information. 


Manufacturing Jobs 


CALL FOR YOUR JOB 

802 - 658-9900 


BUILDING A COMMUNITY WHERE 
EVERYBODY PARTICIPATES AND 
EVERYBODY BELONGS. 
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Center (or Vfomen & Enterpr 


Interim Nonprofit 
Manager 

Experienced entrepreneurial 
leader to coordinate reopening. 

Bring your fundraising and 
project management experience. 
4-6 months with long-term 
potential. Resumes to 

fcarhiring@gmail.com. 


HIRING SALES ASSOCIATES 

Looking to work for a local business? 

Do you love pets and have great people skills? 


Pet Food Warehouse is looking for full-time sales 
associates to provide superior customer sen/ice 
to people and animals. Candidates must be 
reliable, hardworking and have the ability to 
repetitively lift 50 lbs. 


ily in store or online at: www.pfwvt. 
2500 Williston Rd„ S.Buriington 
2455 Shelburne Rd., Shelburne 

PET FOOD 
WAREHOUSE 

■IMe Care About Your Pets!" 



THINK 



An innovator. A team player. A dynamic leader. 
A social justice advocate. A champion. 

A visionary. A game changer. 


Chief Executive Officer 

Ready to lead the team? 

sovt.info/careers 


A global movement 
Postering inclusion 
through sport 


Special 

Olympics 

Vermont 


tajje* 


HARWOOD UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT 

2017-18 SCHOOL YEAR 

SCHOOL NURSE 


The Harwood Unified Union School District is seeking 
a full time school nurse for the 2017-18 school year. 
The candidate should have a minimum of a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing, be licensed as an RN, have or 
be eligible for VT Agency of Education endorsement 
as a school nurse, and be CPR, AED, and First Aid 
certified. Minimum of 2 years of nursing experience 
with school or community/family centered nursing 
experience preferred. Responsibilities include, 
but are not limited to, emergency health care, 
implementation of student health plans and health 
counseling, and education to students, families, and 
staff. Applicant should be fluent and/or comfortable 
working with an electronic data system. 

Interested candidates should apply via 
schoolspring.com job #2773019 by submitting a 
letter of interest, resume, transcripts, proof of license, 
and 3 letters of reference OR if this is not possible, 
apply directly to: 

Laura Titus 

Washington West Supervisory Union 
340 Mad River Park, Suite 7 
Waitsfield, VT 05673 
ltitus@wwsu.org 

POSITION OPEN UNTIL FILLED. EOE 



Environmental Services Job Fair! 


AVAILABLE POSITIONS 


DATE: Tuesday. June 6 
TIME: 8am- 1pm 

LOCATION: Sheraton Hotel. South Burlington. Maple Suite 

• Bring your resume, interview with hinng leaders on site 

• Meet Environmental Services team members 

• Assistance with our online application will be available 


University "/Vermont 

MEDICAL CENTER 


UVMHealth.org/MedCenterCareers 
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NORTHWESTERN 

COUNSELING 

& SUPPORT SERVICES 

CRT Team Leader 


The Community Rehabilitation and Treatment Team (CRT), 
is seeking a strong clinician who is highly organized and i 
energetic. The CRT program serves individuals with severe 
mental illness. The team leader wiU work closely with the CRT 
Program Manager and the CRT Leadership Team to provide 
safe and clinically sound services For individuals enrolled in 
the program. Must work in a supportive role with the Program 

CRT 8 Program; will provide both administrative and clinical 
supervision to direct line staff; and coordinate with State 
and Community Resources. Strong supervisory experience 
is essential. Knowledge of Evidence Base Practices is a plus. 
Master's Degree, licensed or license eligible and minimum of2 

sign-on bonus. Our clinic is located close m interstate 89 and is a 

If you are a fit for this incredible opportunity, 
we’d love to hear from you. 

information for applying, please visit 


NCSS, 107 Fisher Pond Road, St. Albans, VT 05478 
| ncssinc.org | E.O.E. 



SASH Data Systems Manager 


If you have exper 

health services 
oppor 


n data and population health 
ut improving the delivery of 


nay be just what you are looking for! 

Cathedral Square, the Statewide Adminisuator of the 
SASH® (Support and Services at Home) model, is looking 
for a Data Systems Manager for oversight of the SASH data 

purposes and collaboration with the SASH leadership team 

demonstration. This position is responsible for the systems 
management for SASH staff statewide in the primary SASH 
database as well as other third party collaborative software 
platforms in which the SASH network participates. 


Go tc 


athedralsquare.org and sash* 
lformation. Submit cover leti 

jobsCucathedralsqure 


es for 


Sign 


Ambulatory RNs 

on bonus up to S6.QOO 


We are looking for great Ambulatory RNs who are 
passionate about providing care that puts the patient 
first! 

Opportunities exist in our ambulatory, patient- 
centered Primary' Care Medical Homes, Gastroenterol- 
ogy, Neurology, Pulmonology', Transplant, Urgent 
Care and other specialty areas. 

We offer competitive pay, flexible day schedule and 
great benefits (including tuition reimbursement). 


UVMHealth.org/MedCenterJobs 


“(Vermont 


VERMONT STATE REHABILITATION COUNCIL COORDINATOR 

The Vermont Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) 
The Vermont Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) 
is seeking an individual to coordinate the Vermont State 
Rehabilitation Council (SRC). This is an ideal opportunity for 
an individual seeking part-time, home-based self-employment. 
The SRC helps DVR oversee the implementation of vocational 
rehabilitation services in the State of Vermont. The SRC 
includes people with disabilities, employers, disability 
advocates, community providers and State staff. The SRC 
Coordinator must be a well-organized and self-directed 
individual, with good administrative skills, and a willingness 
to travel frequently, primarily within the State of Vermont. 
Experience in working with people with disabilities is a plus. 
For more information on DVR or the SRC please go to www. 
vocrehab.vermont.gov or www.vtsrc.org. 

This is a two-year, contracted position, with an option for 
renewal for two additional years. 

For more information on this position or to submit a bid 
proposal please go to: www.vermontbusinessregistry.com and 


FIREFIGHTER/ 

PARAMEDIC 

The Williston Fire 
Department has one (1) full- 
time opening for a Career 
Firefighter/Paramedic. 
Minimum qualification is a 
current CPAT certification 
at the time of hire. This 
is a vacant position with 
an immediate start date 
available. 

Visit willistonfire.com to 
view the full job posting. 
Mail resume and cover 
letter by June 9, 2017 to 
Williston Fire Department, 
Attn: Chief Morton 
645 Talcott Road, 
Williston, Vermont, 05495. 


Williston Fire is 


n EOE. 



TO END 

DOMESTIC 

VIOLENCE 


Legal Advocate 

STEPS TO END DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE (formerly Women 
Helping Battered Women) 
is seeking: Part-Time Legal 
Advocate: 20 hours/week 
to provide legal advocacy 
services to those who have 

experienced domestic 
violence. Legal and/or social 
service experience required. 
Criminal background checks 
required. Pro-rated benefits. 

Full job description at 
stepsvt.org/jobs. Resume 
& cover letter by June 9 to 
employment@stepsvt.org. 

No phone calls please. 


PEOPLE OF COLOR, PERSONS WITH 
DISABILITIES, LGBTQ INDIVIDUALS 
AND THOSE WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ARE 







FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @SEVENDAYSJOBS, SUBSCRIBE TO RSS, 
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Senior Accountant 

BSD has an immediate opening for an experienced 
Senior Accountant. This position is responsible for 
maintaining the District’s finances in accordance with 
GASB generally accepted accounting principles. The 
Senior Accountant supports the Director of Finance 
in all elements related to the fiscal operations of the 
District. The successful candidate will exhibit strong 
communication skills, attention to detail, the ability to 
meet deadlines, and a willingness to be part of a team. 
An account degree and public sector accounting 
experience preferred, (particularly in a school setting), 
but other combinations of education and experience 
will be considered. Candidate will demonstrate a strong 
knowledge of GASB’s generally accepted principles, be 
highly proficient in use of technology, especially Excel 
8 C accounting software, be experienced preparing & 
analyzing financial statements. The ability to consistently 
meet deadlines is a must. 


Salary: $65,000 - $80,000 annually, . 

with qualifications. 


ha/>f>r*izss 


Kelly Services® is now hiring seasonal delivery drivers for 
assignments with FedEx Ground®. Don't miss out! 


Inquire in Person 
Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm 
322 Leroy Road 
Williston, VT 05495 
802-651-6837 


K3E3Q 


KELLY 



New England 
Federal Credit Union 


New England Federal Credit Union, Vermont's largest Credit Union with 7 branch locations, 
is a growing organization committed to excellence in service, convenience, and simplicity. 
NEFCU offers a stable, supportive, high-standards work environment, where employees are 
treated as key stakeholders. Please visit our website, www.nefcu.com, to learn more 
about the great opportunities and benefits that exist at NEFCU. 


Branch Manager 

Williston 

New England Federal Credit Union is looking to hire an experienced and dynamic leader 
to manage its largest branch, located on Harvest Lane in Williston, Vermont. The successful 
candidate will be dedicated to meeting the requirements and expectations of their internal 
customers (members); establishing and maintaining effective professional and interpersonal 
relationships; cultivating success of their direct reports by motivating, mentoring and 
managing staff performance, and dealing with challenges and opportunities in a fair, 
consistent and timely manner. The NEFCU branch manager is responsible for providing and 
modeling superior service; developing and deepening financial relationships, and ensuring 
the integrity of daily operations in a full-service branch office. The successful candidate will 
demonstrate a complete understanding of our members' financial needs and the various 
solutions NEFCU offers. The successful candidate will be a self-confident, collaborative 
motivator, with exceptional communication skills. An Associate's or Bachelor's degree is 
preferred. Also, two years of banking and/or lending is required. 


Director of Financial Education 

Williston 

NEFCU is also looking to hire a financial Education Director to develop and grow our 
financial education programs for our members and the communities in which we serve. The 
successful candidate will use a curriculum-based approach to deliver the optimal education 
experience. The financial Education Director will identify and develop key performance 
metrics that reflect the mission and strategy of our organization while promoting 
awareness of our financial education program and partner offerings. Qualified candidates 
will possess strong management competencies, critical thinking skills, excellent written and 
verbal communication skills and a minimum of 3 years of relevant experience from which 
necessary experience and expertise were acquired. This position will be based out of our 
Williston location. 


Qualified applicants should submit a complete resume and cover letter illustrating reasons 
for interest and further qualification via nefcu.com and complete an online application. 


NEFCU enjoys an employer of choice distinction with turnover averaging less than 10%. 
More than 96% of our 21 5 staff say NEFCU is a great place to work. (201 6 Annual Staff 
Survey) If you believe you have the qualifications to contribute to this environment, please 
send your resume and cover letter and salary history to HR@nefcu.com. 


nefcu.com 
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Controller 


mount snow. 



Key 

Position 


HOWARD CENTER 

IS HIRING! 


Mount Snow has a great opportunity for a talented Controller to 
join our team. We are enjoying an exciting period of substantial 
redevelopment: our future looks bright.and busy! You will be 
responsible for the company's financial plans and policies, its 
accounting practices, controls, the maintenance of its fiscal 
records, budgets, capital planning and the preparation of financial 
reports. You will lead and develop your finance teams and 
provide consultation, analysis and training to senior leadership, 
management and staff. CPA and/or MBA preferred as well as SOX 
compliance experience. 


NEW WORLD I New World Tortilla is 
TGRT1LIA seeking to fill a key 
full time position 
at our location on Pine Street in 
Burlington. This is a fast paced counter 
service restaurant. Sundays and 
Holidays off. Prior kitchen experience 

Email your resume and cover letter to 


Visit wi 


r.mountsnow.com/careers to learn more about the 


or drop it off at 696 Pine Street. 


qualifications we desire and to apply. EOE 


General Manager 


The Energy Co-op of Vermont is a full-service fuel dealer that helps its 2,000 members 
cut fossil fuel use and invest in efficiency and renewables. Our new General Manager 
will lead this work. 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

• Work with the Board of Directors to implement the Co-op's strategic plan. 

• Lead financial management, planning, budgeting and marketing. 

• Oversee the Co-op's management team. 

• Lead the Co-op's business development initiatives in fuel deliveries, HVAC, energy efficiency and renewables. 

QUALIFICATIONS 

• Superb leadership and management skills with proven ability to motivate employees to reach common goals. 

• Excellent written and verbal communications skills. 

• At least five years experience in financial management, budgeting and planning. 

• Ability to think strategically. Experience with high-level strategic planning. 

• Knowledge of HVAC, fuel dealer, energy efficiency and renewables businesses, especially in Vermont. 

For a full job description and to leam more about the Energy Co-op, visit www.ecvt.net/gm. 

To apply: Send resume and cover letter to: info@ecvt.net. Application deadline: June 30, 2017. 


The Co-op Is an equal opportunity employer, offers attractive salaries, an Interesting and supportive work place and exceptional employee benefits. 



Join a progressive, non-profit Human Services agency, trusted 
for providing high quality care and treatment to people in need. 
New leadership opportunities have been created as part of the 
agency's active evolution to best serve our community. These 
include: 

Director of Outpatient Services 
Director of Long-term Supports and Services 

Are you ready to serve as a key leader improving services in our community? 



VISIT 

howardcentercareers.org 

and enter "Director" to view details and apply. 


lion by over 30 

401(k), generous 
! at 36 days of 


| UNIVERSITY 
M "(VERMONT 
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NBT 


Bicycling Vacations COUNTRY WALKERS 

DATABASE ANALYST 

Join VBT and Country Walkers, an award-winning, Vermont- 
based active travel company, and be part of our high 
performing, international team. Positively impacting people's 
lives through active travel experiences is what we're all about! 
We’re seeking a Database Analyst for our Williston, VT office. 
This is a key role in the Marketing department that supports 
the team with data, reports and analytics derived from our POS 
software and CRM to drive company decision-making. 

Responsibilities: 

• Utilize strong technical skills (SQL, database and excel) to 
provide analytical and database support 

i through a 


Attention to detail and accuracy are critical skills for 
success: knowing how to QC your work to minimize errors 
is essential 

Ability and aptitude for learning new computer programs 
Advanced knowledge of Excel, experience with MS SQL 
Ability to work independently and achieve goals in a timely 


Applicants may submit their cover letter, salary 
requirements and resume to: 

marketingcareersavbt.com 


Dynapower 
Company in South 
Burlington is a leading manufacturer 
of large custom power supplies and energy conversion 
systems. Our staff is dedicated to providing quality 
workmanship and the highest level of customer service. We 
offer an extensive benefits package and a pleasant working 
environment as well as an opportunity for personal and 
professional growth. We are currently accepting resumes 
and applications for the following positions: 

Digital Marketing Specialist 
Electronic Technician 
Spare Parts Specialist 

For the full job description and to apply, go to 
dynapowerenergy.com and click on "employment." EOE 


WORK IN ADULT FILMS 

No experience, all types and 
sizes. Work in films, magazines 
or online. Make money daily, 
while having fun. 


Awesome College 
Grads Needed 

Outside & hands-on work. 
Friendly & courteous a 
must. 

info@iinsideandoutwindows.com 


*£:. 8 HriVermont 


DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH 

Chief Executive Officer (Hospital Administrator) 

The Vermont Psychiatric Care Hospital (VPCH) is seeking 
a Chief Executive Officer for a state-run inpatient, 25-bed, 
acute care hospital. As our hospital administrator, you will 
balance day-to-day operations with leadership in the state's 
recovery focused model of care. VPCH, located in Berlin, 

VT, is newly constructed and fully accredited to serve some 
of the state's most acute inpatients who are under the care 
and custody of the Commissioner of Mental Health. We are 
in search of a dynamic and involved hospital administrator 
to provide both senior-level management and mission-driven 
leadership for the 178 classified and contract employees of 
the hospital. The hospital's new leadership will build upon 
an existing recovery-oriented, person-centered treatment 
environment that routinely collaborates with two other high 
acuity regional inpatient hospital providers and a strong 
statewide system of predominantly rural community mental 
health treatment agency providers. Experience in senior 
level health care operation requirements and/or current 
certification/licensure as a hospital administrator are 
preferred applicant qualifications. Qualifying applicants 
with lived mental health experience and recovery are 
encouraged to apply. Interested applicants should provide 
a letter of interest and resume specifying experience and 
unique qualifications relevant to this senior management 
opportunity. Salary requirements are welcomed. 

Inquiries or submission of interest may be directed to the 
attention of Commissioner Melissa Bailey by mail at address 
280 State Drive NOB 2, Waterbury, VT 05671-2010 OR by 
email to: Jennifer.Rowell@vermont.gov. 

Recruitment for this position will be ongoing until filled. 


->0^-.* Stern Center 

^ 

Director of 
Marketing 
and Business 
Development 

The Stern Center for 
Language and Learning 
(SCLL) is seeking an 
innovative and results-driven 
Director of Marketing 
and Business Development 
charged with extending the 
reach of SCLL’s mission 
in Vermont and on a 
larger platform. This key 
leadership role will develop 






development strategies to 
realize revenue growth, 
pinpoint ways to penetrate 
new markets, cultivate 
productive partnerships, 
and implement marketing 
initiatives to promote robust 
brand recognition. Qualified 
candidates will have an 
MBA or master’s degree in 
marketing, education, or 
related field with three years 
of progressive leadership 

We invite you to learn more 
about us and the position at 
sterncenter.org. 

To apply, email your resume 
to Emily Dawson, 

HR Manager at 
edawson@sterncenter.org. 
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TEACHERS 

Join out growing childcare centers. 

Now offering benefits! 

Email resumes to 

krista@leapsyt.toin or call 879-0130. 


Artist Assistant 


Seeking a candidate to 
assist an artist who has a 
brain injury with 
organization and 
communication. 
gpfeil96@gmail.com 


WORK, WORK, WORK. WC 
WORK, WORK, WORK. WC 
WORK, WORK, WORK, WC 
WORK, WORK, WORK, WC 
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Director of Communications 
and Brand Strategy 


The director of communications and brand strategy is a leader in the organization, 
managing external and internal communications including public relations, 
brand management, advertising, social media and print publications. 

The director works with executive and senior leaders in government relations, 
community relations and marketing to oversee strategy, creation and 
design of the company's key messaging. The position also leads a team of 
communications and brand strategists including writers, graphic designers, 
managers and other communications department personnel. The director of 
communications and brand strategy serves as a consultant to business leaders 
and project managers across the company and leads corporate initiatives and 
IT projects that specifically relate to communications and brand strategy. 

A bachelor's degree with specialized knowledge of journalism or communications 
is required, master's degree or equivalent strongly preferred. Working knowledge 
and understanding of art and graphic design principals and trends, electronic 
production techniques, marketing communications, journalism and public relations 
is essential. At least five years of progressive experience in communications, 
journalism, public relations, advertising or other related field is desired. 


Consider joining Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Vermont. We re one of 
Fortune Magazine's Great Place to Work® award-winning companies. Here you 
will find a rewarding career, positive culture, award-winning benefits package 


and a healthy work-life balance. 
Visit us at 

www.bcbsvt.com/careers 
to learn more about 
us and apply online. 



BlueCross BlueShield 
of Vermont 


Maintenance Technician 

CAREER OPPORTUNITY 


insurance, vacation, holiday, sick leave, 403(b), disability and life insurance. 
Submit a cover letter and resume by May 22nd to Human Resources, 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMFtOYEP • CHT Is csmmitud to a derse worttjAace and highly encomges aomen, omens »iUi 


Systems Engineer 

REPORTS TO: SENIOR SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR 
Overview - Systems Engineer (SE) is responsible (or refining, 

service infrastructure. This individual will work closely with the Core 
Operations and Development Teams to research, acquire, implement 
and maintain the software and hardware systems required to serve our 

production software and hardware systems in order to evaluate and 

This role will also include designing and implementing innovative 
solutions to challenges. 

MANAGEMENT & MONITORING: 

2. Provisions, maintains, patches, and retires infrastructure 

3. Participates in team on-call or escalation procedures and can 
resolve basic issues. 

4. Uses out-of-the-box tools to instrument and monitor systems; 
works well with the monitoring philosophy espoused by the team. 

5. Has comfort working with live production systems, may rely on 
teammates before taking actions. 

6. Proactively identifies risks for production issues and works with 
stakeholders to resolve. 

performance of systems on which they work. 

8. Has a willingness to learn existing systems and can be self-driven 

9. Maintains infrastructure documentation, updating procedures 
INTERNAL SYSTEMS: 

1. Acts as resource for supporting internal company tools, 
troubleshooting and performing maintenance as needed. 

2. Performs hands-on development work as needed to build and 
improve tools for efficient company operation. 

member of internal Help Desk team. 

Email cover letter & resume to jobs@readingplus.com 

reading plus' 
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state Vermont 

For the people... the place... the possibilities. 


STORMWATER TECHNICIANS 
The State of Vermont Agency of Transporta 
Water Quality Unit providing technical, pei 
and coordinating regulatory compliance ui 


ater Technicians to work in its 
re support to agency personnel. 


a professional level for the Mair 


&Open 


View detailed job description and minimum qualifications as well as apply online (only) for this 
position, (AOT Stormwater Technician I, Job Opening # 621346), on or before 6/11/17, by visiting the 
Department of Human Resources Website (DHR) humanresources.vermont.gov/careers; click or 
Seekers”, search for job posting and apply online following the instructions. If you would like 
more information about this position, please contact Craig Digiammarino at 922-4681. 


-VERMONT 


POLISHED CONCRETE PRODUCTION APPRENTICE 

VERMONT ECO-FLOORS 


Opportunity to join a small, innovative polished concrete business 
with a dedicated staff. Projects include regional and national 
award-winning commercial and residential projects 
throughout New England. 

Must be hardworking and friendly with a positive attitude, proactive, 
self-motivated, and able to communicate with management and 


to learn the complex craft of polished concrete. 

Email resumes to: 
contactus@vermontecofloors.com 
Website: www.vermontecofloors.com 


Budget and Financial Manager 

Develop program budgets and manage financial performance for agency 
programs. Responsibilities include budget development, performance 
monitoring, financial and operational analysis, costing, grant and contract 
management, providing general business and operational guidance, and 
collaborating with program and agency leadership to effectively manage 
financial performance. Manage budgets and advise business leaders. Must have 
three to five years’ experience. Full-time, benefits-eligible position. This and 
other new opportunities available in Finance Department as agency integratioi 
continues. Job ID# 3921. 

Maintenance Specialist 

Provide both routine and complex maintenance support s< 


HOWARD 

CENTER 

Help is here. 


:s throughout the 


state. This job is acc 
eluding but not lin 


lunrable foi 
ited to electrical, pit 


iplishing tasks in 

ig, carpentry. 


the building 
painting, HVAC, 

Candidate should have three to five years’ experience in general maintenance. 
Valid driver’s license required. Full time, benefits eligible. Job ID# 3885. 

Substance Abuse Clinical Care Coordinator 

through the new Pine Street Counseling Spoke, ensuring clients receive 
coordinated care addressing Home Health Services. Full time. Benefits eligible. 
Master’s required. Must have LADC or LCMHC or LICSW .Job ID# 3851. 


Sub-Registered Nurse - Medication Assisted 
Treatment Program 

Seeking a Registered Nurse to cover vacancies. Our nurses are responsible for 
safely dispensing methadone and buprenorphine products and maintaining all 
Nursing Dispensaty operations. Must have excellent attention to detail and 
organizational skills plus strong interpersonal and communication skills. Job 
ID# 3677. 

Team Leader - START 

Full-time position available for a creative and innovative individual to lead a 
program staffed by individuals who have experience with mental illness. This 
program provides support services to adults in psychiatric crisis in a variety 
of settings, including clients’ homes, venues in the community, and at crisis 
stabilization facilities with the goal being to help clients avoid requiring a 
higher level of care placement. Bachelor’s degree required as well as past 
experience in the human services field working with individuals with serious 
mental illness and in crisis situations. Past supervisory experience is preferred. 
Valid Vermont driver’s license, a registered vehicle, and vehicle insurance that 
meets at least Vermont minimum standard of coverage. Job ID# 3963. 


Howard Center offers an excellent benefits package including health, dental, and life insurance, 
as well as generous paid time off for all regular positions scheduled 20 plus hours per week. 
For more information, please visit howardcentercareers.org. 

Howard Center is an equal-opportunity employer. Applicants needing assistance or an accommodation in completing 
the online application should feel free to contact Human Resources at 488-6950 or hrhelpdesk@howardcenter.org. 
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.fy. Looking for a change? 

WlkeRobin Join our Team! 

Staff Nurse (LPN or RN) 

Full-Time Evenings 

Unique opportunity on Wake Robin's evening shift for the right nurse. 

Vermont's premier continuing care retirement community seeks a dedicated nursing professional 
with a strong desire to work within a community of seniors. Wake Robin provides high quality 
nursing care in a fast paced residential and long-term care environment, while maintaining a 
strong sense of "home." Wake Robin offers an opportunity to build strong relationships with staff 
and residents in a dynamic community setting. 

We continue to offer generous shift differential for evenings, nights and weekends! 

Interested candidates please email a cover letter and resume to hr@wakerobin.com or complete 
an application online at www.wakerobin.com. Wake Robin is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


c 

OUTPATIENT 


PROGRAM 


COORDINATOR 

Seeking a full-tirr 

e Outpatient Program Coordinator to provide 

psychotherapy 

as well as clinical oversight to the outpatient 

team in a con 

munity mental health setting. Responsible 

for triage and assignment of new clients and maintaining 
program wait list while providing clinical supervision and other 
administrative duties. Masters degree and licensure required. 

3-5 years' experience including supervisory experience. 

To learn more 

r to read our complete job descriptions visit 


our website: wcmhs.org 

Apply online or send your resume to 


personnel@wcmhs.org or 


Personnel, PO Box 647 

Montpelier, VT 05601 


Equal Opportunity Employer 


MHM/Centurion of Vermont is proud to be the provider of comprehensive 
heolthcore in the Vermont Department of Corrections. 

We hove the following opportunity: 


Primary Care Physician 

30 hours a week with F/T benefits 
So. Burlington /Swanton, VT 


We ore seeking o primary core physician (10 hours in Swanton and 20 
hours per week So. Burlington) to provide general primary care services to 
both male and female patients in two correctional facilities. 
Includes intake, yearly exams, chronic and acute care services. 

Join the Correctional Medical Community and provide services to the 
underserved. 

You will receive full benefits, 401 (k) with match and paid malpractice. 
*Will consider p/t roles* 

CVS AND INQUIRIES TO: 

Diana Connerty 

diana@mhmcareers.com 1 508-214-4524 

EOE 


E 

Centurion 


Join the team at Gardener's Supply Company! 

Gardener's Supply is America's leading catalog and 
web-based gardening company. We work hard AND 
offer a fun place to work with summer bocce games, 
BBQs, ping-pong tournaments, employee garden plots, 
and much more! We also offer strong cultural values, 
competitive wages and outstanding benefits (ranging 
from a tremendous discount on plants & product, to 
actually owning shares of the company!). 

CALL CENTER 

SALES & SERVICE SPECIALIST: 

We're searching for several Sales & Service Specialists 
to join our call center team. These individuals will be 
on the phone with customers, building relationships 
and representing our company in ways that reflect 
our core values. He/she will contribute to average 
order size and strive for customer satisfaction on 
sales as well as service calls. Our ideal candidate 
will have previous service and sales experience 
and exceptional communication skills as well as 
the ability to research solutions to customer 
problems or to answer questions. These positions 
are full-time, benefit eligible, with two off-season 
layoffs: mid-winter and mid-summer thru early 
fall- totaling 24 weeks. 

We are a 100% employee-owned company and an award 
winning and nationally recognized socially responsible 
business. Interested? Please send your cover letter & 
resume to Gardener's Supply Company, 128 Intervale Rd, 
Burlington, VT 05401 or to jobs@gardeners.com. 


GARDENER^ 


DIRECTOR OF 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

The Charlotte 
Congregational Church, 
UCC is seeking a new 
Director of Music Ministry. 
Primary responsibilities: 

accompanying 
congregational singing, 
leading Thursday night 
rehearsals with the choir, 
and conducting the adult 
choir for our Sunday morning 
worship services and for 
other occasional services. 
We are looking for someone 
who is classically trained, 
has eclectic musical tastes, 
inspiring energy, is eager 
to collaborate with guest 
musicians and is committed 
to having music be an 
integral part of the church's 
spiritual life. 

This part time position is 
available starting 

June 12, 2017. 

Please send a cover letter 
and resume to: 

Rev. Susan 
Cooke Kittredge, 
charlotteucc@gmavt.net 

Or to 

Rev. Susan Cooke 
Kittredge, The Charlotte 
Congregational Church 
403 Church Hill Road, 
Charlotte, VT 05445. 
Church office: 
802-425-3176. /• 




FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @SEVENDAYSJOBS, SUBSCRIBE TO RSS, 
OR CHECK POSTINGS ON YOUR PHONE AT M. SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


NEW JOBS POSTED DAILY! 

SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSIFIEDS 
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America’s premier innovator, designer and manufac- 
turer of high performance wire and cable with a 60-year 
history of providing solutions to the toughest problems 
in the world's most extreme environments. We excel 
at developing customized products, utilizing our cross- 
linked irradiation technology, that meet power, signal and data transmission needs — 
no matter how demanding the challenge — while exceeding standards for quality, 
durability and safety. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE (INTERNAL) 

The internal customer service representative, via phone and email, will manage 
customer accounts, interface with customers, outside sales reps., and internal 
departments. You will create sales quotes, enter, review, and track orders, handle 
customer inquiries, facilitate design reviews for new products, and much more. Must 
be a team player working collaboratively with many internal and external customers 
in providing quality service. 

Requirements are: a bachelor's degree or equivalent, excellent math skills, prefer 
several years of customer service/account management, excellent communication 
skills, reliable, well organized with special attention to details, be able to work in 
a fast paced environment, and proficient with Microsoft Office. Work hours are 
weekdays 8am-5pm. 

SENIOR STAFF / COST ACCOUNTANT 

This position is responsible for general accounting duties to include month end close, 
creating financial package, general ledger activity, account reconciliation and 
financial analysis. Also cost accounting related issues, systems, and controls. Perform 
cycle counts and other inventory functions. Other responsibilities are assisting with 
budgets/forecasts and analyzing inventory usage. 

Practical experience in the following: 

• 4 year accounting and or finance degree. 

• At least 4 years' experience in accounting, ERP systems or running a business. 

• Be detailed oriented and curious how ERP systems function. 

• Working knowledge of generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). 

• Work with a minimal supervision (i.e. a self-starter) and handle variety of tasks. 

• Excellent computer skills especially in Excel and financial report writing. 


We are ISO & TS certified, offer excellent benefits and wages. 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

Email resume and or cover letter to hr@champcable.com 
or mail to 175 Hercules Dr. Colchester, VT 05446 Attn: HR Dept. 

NO PHONE CALLS! 


CHAMPLAIN 
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Looking for 
a Sweet Job? 



Start applying atjobs.sevendaysvt.com 


WALDOpF 

Food Service Manager 

The Lake Champlain Waldorf High School seeks a food service 

Our well-established food service program follows a Farm to 
School model — utilizing primarily organic and local food. 
The ideal candidate will be committed to creating a varied menu 
and cooking healthy fresh food, have experience planning, cook- 

plcasc send an introductory letter of interest to 
aii . ill (iil, iki-LTiamplainwaldorfschool.org 


EDCEsSs 

Great opportunities now available at the 
EDGE Kids S Fitness Preschool! 

Preschool Director: The Center Director is responsible 
for daily operations in accordance with state licensing 
regulations and Kids S Fitness operating polides. He/ 
she will help oversee the curriculum, market the program, 
manage personnel, and execute the company's high 
standards of excellence. 

This position requires an extensive knowledge of childcart 
management and early education. In addition, the 
Center Director is responsible for maintaining control of 
the administrative, operational, financial, and logistical 
functions of the facility. Other requirements include 
excellent English verbal and written communication 
skills, and the ability to evaluate and solve problems in a 
professional manner. 

The ideal candidate will have strong administrative and 
supervisory skills, a passion for providing quality care 
and education to children, and a talent for building 
relationships with families and staff. 

Compensation: $40.000-$50.000/year and $L000 sign 
on bonus to right candidate! 

Lead and Assistant Teachers: The person in these 
positions will work with an active team to expose children 
with an enriching, hands-on, play-based approach to 
learning. 

Compensation: $ll-$15/hr. commensurate with 
experience and education, plus benefits 
Benefits: Access to company 401k plan. Health Insurance 
and Health Gub Membership included! 

Send resumes to kimk@edgevt.com 




ATTENTION RECRUITERS: 


POST YOUR JOBS AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBS FOR FAST RESULTS. 
OR CONTACT MICHELLE BROWN: MICHELLE@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 
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2%iVermont 


BUSINESS ANALYST I 

Agency of Human Services 

We have an exciting and challenging opening for a Business Analyst I. You will have the opportunity to improve 
the health and human services provided to the citizens of the State of Vermont by ensuring that solutions meet 
the needs of Vermonters. You will identify areas of business process improvement, create technical and business 
process documentation, support and inform decision makers, and bridge the gap between business needs and 
solution implementation requirements. Job Requirements: You must possess excellent communication, facilitation, 
and interpersonal skills. You must be competent in technical writing, business modeling, and organizing 
information. Experience with MS Visio and UML or other formal modeling languages is a plus. Education and 
Experience: 1-2 years of Business Analysis or Information Technology experience at a professional level. Preferred: 
Associate’s or Bachelor's degree in an IT-related subject. 

For more information, contact Robert John Maddock at (802) 233-9757 or email robert.maddock@vermont.gov. 
Reference Job ID #621385. Location: Williston. Status: Full Time. Limited Service - Exp. 07/31/17, which may be 
extended. Application Deadline: June 7, 2017. 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT DIVISION ADMINISTRATOR 

Department of Health 

Join the team that brings public health to local communities! Local Health is seeking a business operations leader 
to join our management team. The Division Administrator brings the business perspective to inform decision 
making across the division. The person in this position oversees the administrative, fiscal and operational functions 
of the division that encompasses collaboration with the business office on budget management, development 
and management of division policy, guidelines and procedures, supervision of administrative staff, grant and 
contract administrator and represents the division on a business and operations workgroup for projects that result 
in department wide impact The ideal candidate will be able to navigate complex issues with the goal of offering 
solutions to improve division operations. 

For more information, contact Allison Reagan at 802-652-4190 or email allison.reagan@vermont.gov. Reference 
Job ID # 621358. Location: Burlington. Status: Full Time. Application Deadline: June 5, 2017. 

DIRECTOR OF CAPITAL MARKETS 

Department of Financial Regulation 

We have an exciting and challenging opportunity for an individual with experience in the areas of capital formation, 
corporate finance and securities offerings in our Securities Division. This position involves the review and analysis 
of securities offerings filed with the Division to ensure compliance with disclosure requirements. This position also 
supports the Division's mission to protect investors while maintaining fair, orderly and efficient markets and helps 
facilitate capital formation options for small business. This position is based in Montpelier and occasional in state 
and out of state travel may be required. Requirements - Juris Doctor (JD) degree or a Master's degree in business 
administration, accounting, finance, business statistics, actuarial science, investment and securities, or a related 
field involving the study of the analysis of finance in a business setting AND at least one (1) year of experience with 
a financial services regulatory organization or in a legal setting primarily engaged in financial services regulatory 
legal work. 

For more information, contact William R. Carrigan at william.carrigan@vermont.gov. Reference Job ID#621420. 
Location: Montpelier. Status: Full-Time. Application Deadline: June 7, 2017. 


To apply, you must use the online job application at careers, vermont.gov. For questions related to your application, please contact 
the Department of Human Resources, Recruitment Senrices, at 855-828-6700 (voice) or 800-253-0191 (TTY/Relay Service). The 
State of Vermont is an equal opportunity employer and offers an excellent total compensation package. 


HUNGRY 

TO FILL THAT 

POSITION? 


Seven Days’ 
readers are locally 
sourced and ready 
to bring something 
new to the table. 
Reach them with 
Seven Days Jobs 
— our brand-new, 
mobile-friendly, 
recruitment 


website. 




■ Post jobs using a 
form that includes 
key info about 
your company and 
open positions 
(location, application 
deadlines, video, 
images, etc.). 


• Accept applications 
and manage the 
hiring process via 
our new applicant 
tracking tool. 


■ Easily manage your 
open job listings 
from your recruiter 
dashboard. 


Visit 

jobs.sevendaysvt.co 

to start posting! 
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food+drink 


the forest that dominates the property, 
she pointed out, rather than cutting it 
down for cultivation, she and Smith can 
protect animal habitat and avoid soil 
erosion. 

Another of her credos is using nearly 
every part of each plant — “stacking 
functions,” as Hoffman puts it — to max- 
imize the benefits of both cultivated and 
wild flora. From mushroom pulp, for 
example, she makes tan-colored paper. 
Pine trees provide numerous edibles: 
She uses immature cones to make syrup, 
collects the pollen and boils the needles 
to make tea. She turns pieces of the pine 
fatwood into charcoal, then into the 
soap that sits in slices on a dish by the 
sink. Pleasant-smelling, it lathers into 
rich bubbles in warm water. 

One of Hoffman's most exciting 
experiments — inspired by others’ 
recipes, she said — is creating wheels 
of “blue cheese” from nut milks. So 
far, she has crafted rounds made from 
cashew milk, pine, and a mixture of 
pine and hazelnut. Inoculated with 
Penicillium roqueforti, just like Stilton 
and Gorgonzola, the wheels develop 
moldy blooms on the outside and blue 
veins in the interior. One was blan- 
keted in green and blue mold, while 
another had turned pure black. 

Depending on the wheel’s age and 
the nut that was used to make the milk, 
slices of the “cheese” might be creamy 
or crumbly. The ones with hazelnut 
caused a slight burn in the back of the 
throat, not unlike a peppery olive oil. 
Although one of the trio was over- 
aged — Hoffman is still seeking the 
sweet spot, she said — the other two 
would have been delectable spread on 
crackers or served with a selection of 
seasonal fruits. 

Proof of Hoffman’s skill is all over 
the lab. A bit of acorn jelly drizzled with 
soy sauce and chives and wrapped in a 
basswood leaf wouldn’t have been out 
of place in a fancy Japanese restaurant. 

Plenty of people make homebrewed 
cider, and much of it is, to be kind, a 
little funky. Hoffman’s brew had plenty 
of yeasty notes but was pleasant and 
well-rounded. 

She had turned black locust, a plant 
that bears incredibly fragrant flowers, 
into a jar of syrup. Sweet but not cloying, 
it captured the flowers’ perfume. 

A cup of bright-orange seaberry 
juice was lightly sweetened with just 
enough maple syrup to take the edge off 
the tart juice. It was like a richer, more 
viscous version of lemonade. A spoonful 
of savory seaberry sauce infused with 
garlic and thyme was markedly different 


and equally wonderful. Also called sea 
buckthorn, seaberry is considered a 
“superfruit,” is well suited to Vermont’s 
climate, and has medicinal properties as 
well as culinary value. 

“It’s an exciting thing to imagine 
these amazing, productive and hearty 
plants growing here, and [to be] able 
to do all of these different things with 
them that we love, that our palates love,” 
Hoffman said. 

While Smith and Hoffman promote 
permaculture ideals, they don’t aim 
for complete self-sufficiency at SHO 
Farm. “We want to circulate our 
money with our neighbors who are 
growing really high-quality food ... 
[to support] the network of regional 
growers,” said Hoffman. So they buy 
from other Huntington producers, 
such as nearby vegetable farmers and 
Running Stone Bread — and some- 
times from farther afield, as long as 
the farmers are “doing restorative 
work," she said. 

Ironically, modem technology — es- 
pecially the recipes and research she 
finds on the internet and the connec- 
tions it allows her to forge with food 
producers all over the world — makes 
it possible for Hoffman to explore an- 
cient food-processing methods, such 
as making wild-fermented miso in the 
Korean tradition. 

A hanging basket near the door 
holds bricks of dried, fermented 
Siberian pea shrub fruits. Soon she’ll 
place the bricks in a brine with char- 
coal and chiles to continue fermenting. 
The bricks will become a paste that 
can be stirred into soups and salad 
dressings, and the liquid by-product 
will be a thick, salty concoction ap- 
proximating soy sauce. 

Like visitors to Willy Wonka’s 
famous domain, guests at SHO Farm are 
likely to leave with a whole new atti- 
tude. Trees and plants that had seemed 
merely scenic now read as food sources. 
The blossoms on those shrubs would 
make a fantastic nectar to drink. That 
tree bears nuts that could be roasted and 
eaten. The edible mushrooms on a fallen 
branch don’t go unnoticed. 

And those lilacs in a vase on your 
dining room table? Maybe you can blend 
some of them into apple cider and enjoy 
their perfume all year round. © 

Contact: podhaizer@sevendaysvt.com 

INFO 



Preseason rate - Single person 
$199 now through May 31 
2 Swimming Pools - Club House Cafe & 
- Landscaped setting 

Poolside 16oz Frozen Margaritas $5.95 
Daily Food & Drink specials 


Regular Price $4. 79 


1 28 Intervale Road, Burlington • (802)660-3505 
472 Marshall Avenue, Williston • (802)658-2433 
Sun-Sat 8am-6pm • GardenersSupply5tore.com 






Mix, Match & Save 

Locally Crown 
Organic Herb 
& Veggie Starts 


BUY 10 OR MORE 

SAVE 10% 


Gardener^ 







JUN.4 1 THEATER 


portraying Othello. Taking o 
the lead role in Shakespt 
tragedy was black American actor Ira 
Aldridge. In her 2012 drama Red Velvet, 
playwright Lolita Chakrabarti offers a 
fictionalized account of Aldridge’s story 
and the challenges he faced as a black 
actor during a time of racial unrest Awa 
(pictured) stars as Aldridge in a staged re 
of the Vermont Shakespeare Festival's St 
explores the concept of artistic identity : 


inning thespian Jolie Garrett 
l of the play presented as part 
ieries. A postshow discussion 
elates to social, aesthetic and 


RED VELVET" 

Sunday. June 4, 3-5:30 p.m.. at Farrell Room, St Edmunds Hall. Saint Michael's 
College, in Colchester. $10 suggested donation; preregister. Info, 877-874-1911. 
vermont5hakespeare.org 






HOMES TOUR 





Women’s Work 


i the 1980s. The authc 


' has shown us tha 




lady Michelle Obama’s message to an audience in Soweto, 
South Africa, in 2011. Oakland, Calif., labor historian 
Peter Shapiro seems to be on the same page in his 2016 
book Song of the Stubborn One Thousand: The Watsonville 


PETER SHAPIRO 


,454-1080. 


hristmas comes early for fans of Dwight & Nicole when 
the Vermont blues-rock band previews its upcoming 
album, Electric Lights, at the Strafford Town House. 
Recorded in Brooklyn with Grammy Award-nominated 
producer Joel Hamilton — he’s also worked with the Black 
Keys and Aaron Neville, among others — the fresh LP is due 
this fall. Vocalist Nicole Nelson, guitarist and singer Dwight 
Ritcher, and drummer EzraOklan serve up soulful numbers 
to benefit the venue’s steeple restoration project A beer 
tasting with Brocklebank Craft Brewing and a rollicking 
opening set by Thunderbolt Research kick off the concert. 
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UST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT 




health & fitness 





COMMUNITY MINDFULNESS: A 20-minute guided 



A Burlington. 6-7 pm. S>0. 10^ 578-9243. 

HOW TO SUCCEED AT BEING HEALTHY ft FIT: Clad 



quility. Turning Point Center. Burlington. 5-6 p.m. 





BABY ft TODDLER PLAYGROUP: Parents co 



language 

BEGINNER-LEVEL SPANISH CLASS: 


FRENCH CONVERSATION: Speakers improve 



Igbtq 

Proceeds benefit Outright Vermont Film House. Main 
Street Landing Performing Arts Center. Burlington, 
7-8 pm $10. Info, eva.rocheleau@gmail.com. 

montreal 

FESTIVAL TRANSAMERIOUES 2017: See WED.31. 
ST-AMBROISE MONTREAL FRINGE FESTIVAL: See 


music 



talks 





tech 



VIRGINIA WOOLFT: Sonia Friedman Productions 




"CREATIVE CONFLUENCE: 

OUT OF THIS LIGHT, INTO THIS SHADOW- 


HIGHLAND CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

2875 Hardwick St. Greensboro VT 


For more information, visit 


Say It forward Productions prespnts 


01 " 

Qtrs 


| An Evening of Comedic Storytelling 
To Benefit Central VT Council on Aging 
Friday, June 9, 7:30pm 
Barre Opera House 


Featuring Awaid-Winning Moth performers Sisanne Schmidt 
& Kevin Gallagher sharing funny, warm stales about families and aging 

Special Guest Performer Willem Lange 
Musical Guests: The Brevity Thing 


Tickets: 802-476-8188 or BarreOperaHouse.org 


Inaugural exhibit featuring CASPIAN ARTS, 
comprised of 22 professional artists working 
within a 12-mile radius of the shores of Caspian Lake 

Opening reception Sunday. June 4th 6-7 :30pm 

Catered by Hardwick Street Cafe 
Exhibit on view June 2nd- July 25th, 2017 


FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Reardon Classroom, Medical Education Center, 

UVM Campus; 6:00-7:30 pm 

June 6 > Facilitated Book Discussion: 
When Breath Becomes Air 
by Paul Kalanithl 

Robert Macauley, M.D., Professor of Pediatrics 
and Medical Director, Clinical Ethics 

University o/Vermont I 


www.UVMHeolth.org/MedCenterCMS or coll (802) 847-2886 
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Queen Adjustable 
Sets Starting 
as low as 6-7 f 


i month financing 


(Serta j 

/comfort 


FREE BOXSPRING 


up fo ^800 


Free boxspring with 
purchase of iComfort, 
iComfort Hybrid or 
Simmons Hybrid mattress 

5/17/17 thru 6/05/17 


The Mattress Outlet 


2800 Shelburne Rd., Shelburne 
burlingtonbedrooms.com 
802-985-3049 

Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-6 
Sunday 1 1 -5 


HURRY IN FOR INCREDIBLE MEMORIAL DAY MATTRESS SAVINGS! 



FIND FUTURE DATES ♦ UPDATES AT 




Adults: * 28 * | Kids (6-18): *14 I kids 5 & under pay their age 

* Includes 6 half pour beer samples. Additional samples can be purchased. 

Reservations encouraged, call: (802) 327-232 to reserve. 


NEW DISC GOLF COURSE - FRONT 9 OPENING JUNE 16 th All Swine 
& Dine guests will get a free 9-hole round on the new disc golf course at the Tram base. 


SWINE rn DINE 

Friday, June 16 th , 2017 | 5-9pm | Alice’s Table Patio 

Kick summer off with a special pig roast, microbrew samplings, lawn games, 
and live music from, Navytrain. Featured craft brews: Kingdom Brewing, 
14th Star, Hill Farmstead, Citizen Cider, and Zero Gravity. 



calendar 
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SEVEN DAYS 



7k BELIEF THAT I Cl 


BE MORE. A CONFIDENCE IN MYSELF. 


802-860-EDGE essex i south Burlington i williston edgevt.com/join 








fairs & festivals 

ADAMANT BLACKFLY FESTIVAL: Revelers 







LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT 




I INDIE FESTIVAL: See THU.l, 9 a.m.- 


food & drink 


BREAKFAST BUFFET: A scrumptious buffet-style 



Hall Park, 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Info, burlington 
farmersmarkeLorg@gmail.com. 

CAPITAL CITY FARMERS MARKET: Meats and 

Montpelier. 9 a.m.-l p.m. Free. Info. 793-8347. 

CHAMPLAIN ISLANDS FARMERS MARKET: Baked 
of local goods. Grand Isle SL Joseph's Church. 10 





health & fitness 

BACKYARD BOOT CAMP: Ma'am, yes, ma'am! 



kids 





Igbtq 

montreal 

FESTIVAL TRANSAMERIQUES 2017: See WED.31. 
ST-AMBROISE MONTREAL FRINGE FESTIVAL: See 


'50 YEARS AGO: A BEATLES CELEBRATION': Fans 




Arlo Guthrie and Peter Yarrow 


benefit for Victor Jara Film 

June 8, 7:30 pm at The Barre Opera House 


Tickets, info: 602-476-3155 • www.barreoperahouse.org 


SEVEN DAYS tickets 


EVENTS ©M SALE 


«a 




FERMENT IT! 


FERMENT IT! 
Cultured Veggies 
& Kraut 


^9 ^Benefit in 

2nd Annual 
Benefit in Drag 


<@> 


Creating Living 
Wall Art & A Film 
Showing! Infertility 
Fundraiser 


Burlington 




Tree Tours 

SUNDAY. JUNE 4. 

THE MOUNTED CAT PATIO 
(OUTSIDE HILTON BURLINGTON) 

I £T 

Typhoon of 
Tenderness 


A Live at ArtsRiot 
Recording with 
Ryan Miller & 
Henry Jamison 


SELLING TICKETS? WE CAN HELP! 


SEVENDAYSTICKETS.COM 




calendar 



POMERLEAllI 


Dealertrackl 


Take 

STeps 

imneir 


2017 


THIS SATURDAY! 

June 3, 2017 
10:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. 

ArtsRiot, Burlington 

Register at stepsVT.org/events 

WALK in purple shoes to raise 
awareness of domestic violence 

BID on auction items to support 
services & programs lor survivors 

LISTEN to stories by those 
affected by domestic violence 


EVERY ANIMAL DESERVES 
A SECOND CHANCE 

Join Vermont's largest dog-friendly event benefiting 
the Humane Society of Chittenden County 


Sunday, June 11 
Veteran's Memorial Park, 
South Burlington, VT 

Information & Registration: A 

chittendenhumane.org 


REGISTER 

TODAY! 


BSfS 


nyChamplainValley, II) 





SUN.4 


agriculture 



LULAROE VSA VERMONT FUNDRAISER: Sartorially 


community 

FOR MINDFUL LEARNING: Peaceful people gather 






LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SE 


EVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT = 



kids 


PEER-LED MINDFULNESS MEET-UP FOR TEENS: 

niques. Stillpoint Center. Burlington, 9-10:30 a.m. 
Donations. Info. 720-427-9340. 


language 

SPANISH GROUP CLASSES: Students roll their 



montreal 

ST-AMBROISE MONTREAL FRINGE FESTIVAL: See 




COMMUNITY SONG CIRCLE: Singers of all ages and 
Up Singing and Rise Again son| books. Center for 


theater 



actor Ira Aldridge. See calendar spotlight. Farrell 


Colchester. 3-5:30 p.m. S10 suggested donation: 
preregister. Info. B77-874-1911. 

BREAD LOAF ORION ENVIRONMENTAL WRITERS' 
CONFERENCE LECTURES & READINGS: See SAT.3. 
BREAD LOAF TRANSLATORS' CONFERENCE 


LECTURES & READINGS: See SAT.3. 

BURLINGTON WOMEN'S POETRY GROUP: Female 



sion. Phoenix Books Misty Valley, Chester. 4 p.m. 
Free. Info. 875-3400. 


MON. 5 

OPEN STUDIO: See THU.l. 3-5 p.m. 



A SPECIAL HISTORIC PARTY WITH 
9 STRAIGHT HOURS OF FREE MUSIC 


Canada Quebec! 


(ARIANE MOFFATT. 
MARIE-PIERREARTHUR, 




calendar 




UST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SI 






calendar 


UST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SI 


HERBS & FOODS TO SUPPORT HYPOTHYROIDISM: 

skin, depression, insomnia and other symptoms. 
Montpelier, 6-7 p.m. $5-7: preregister. Info, info® 








434-6500. 


RESTORATIVE GENTLE YOGA: See WE0.31. 
SUNRISE YOGA: See WED.31. 

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT NURSING STUDENT 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT SOUND BATH: See WED.31. 
YOGA NIORA: THE YOGA OF DEEP RELAXATION: 


kids 



264-5660. 

SEWING CLUB I & II: See TUE.6. 



BURLINGTON DISCOVER JAZZ FESTIVAL: DOM 
FLEMONS DUO: Percussive banjo playing pleases 

FlynnSpace, Burlington. 6 p.m. $30. Info. 863-5966. 


BURUNGTON DISCOVER JAZZ FESTIVAL: KAMASI 
WASHINGTON: Described by National Public Radio as 
'changing the way people think about jazz,' the cel- 
ebrated saxophonist wails on numbers from his forth- 
coming ER Harmony of Difference. Flynn MainStage, 
Burlington. 8 p.m. $25-60. Info. 863-5966. 

DEOBRAT MISHRA: The celebrated player and 

Interfaith Gathering Shelburne, 7-9:30 p.m. $22. 
Info. 985-3819. 



talks 


ANNELISE ORLECK: The labor historian orates the 





Library. 3-7 p.m. Free. Info, 773-1860. 

BREAD LOAF ORION ENVIRONMENTAL WRITERS' 
CONFERENCE LECTURES & READINGS: See SAT.3. 
BREAD LOAF TRANSLATORS' CONFERENCE 
LECTURES & READINGS: See SAT.3. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING BOOK CLUB: Avid readers 



Colchester. 6:45-7:45 p.m. Free. Info, 264-5660. 
WEDNESDAY WORKSHOP: Lit lovers analyze works 
members. 110 Main SL, Suite 3C, Burlington. 6:30 ^ 
space. Info. 383-8104. 

WRITING CIRCLE: See WED.31. ® 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 



For a research study to test a vaccine against a respiratory virus 


Ages 18-35 1 
2 outpatient screening visits 


8 day/7 night inpatient stay 
4 outpatient follow up visits 
Up to $1650 compensation 


VACCINE TESTING CENTER 

Call 802 - 656-0013 (or more info and to schedule a screening. 
Leave your name, number and a good time to call back. 


Email UVMVTC@UVM.EDU 
or visit UVMVTC.ORG 


The 

UNIVERSITY 
-■£■ "/ VERMONT 






THE 15TH ANNUAL 




SEVEN DAYSIES 

Locals Pick the Best of Vermont 

THANKS FOR THE NOMINATIONS! 

During the past two weeks, we’ve collected 
57,515 nominations from 3,513 readers — you rock! 

WHAT’S NEXT? «■ 

In Round 2, pick your favorite from among the top nominees 
in each category — it’s multiple choice! 

Voting starts Monday, June 12, at noon on sevendaysvt.com. 


D6ALER.C IVI 


^ | 0 


NOMINATE DESIGNATE ' CELEBRATE 


— 






MAY 17-30 

Write in your 
favorites. 


JUNE 12-27 

Pick the best from 
top finalists. 


AUGUST 2 

See who won in 
Seven Days! 



classes 


IT BRAZILIAN JIU- 


meditation 

Sign up for a 


) THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.7S/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONUNE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


acting 


DANCE STUDIO SALSALINA: 

Salsa classes, nightclub-style 
group and private, four levels 
Beginner walk-ln classes. Wei 
6 p.m. $!5/person for a one-h 


language 

ANNOUNCING SPANII 


Wednesday. May 10- Ju I. Z&6.30- 


astrology 

ASTROLOGY AT RAILYARD: 

readings: Sun, 1-3:30 p.m! mi 
preregister. Astrology 101: The 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Know Your Nal 







PLAN YOUR DAYCATION TODAY! 

smuggs.com/sdsu • 1.888.851.3106 


SMUGGLERS' NOTCH 

V*E-R-M-0*N-T s 

America’s Family Resort” 


Your Daycation includes ... 


music 


T he antiseptic set of a local TV 
news show is an awkward 
venue for hip-hop. But the 
bright lights didn’t seem to 
faze Burlington rapper S.I.N.siZZle. 
When WCAX-TV booked him last year, 
he opted to deliver his dynamic track 
“Rock Out,” complete with howling soul 
hooks from vocalist Stacy Campbell. 
“See, I’ve been waiting for a long time / 
to hit the stage, make it all mine,” S.I.N. 
raps on the chorus. 

True, indeed. 

That cut comes from S.I.N.’s latest 
album, Winters in Vermont. It’s a state- 
ment of purpose, a manifesto advising 
that, after years of hustling to help build 
Vermont’s hip-hop scene, the rapper is 
ready to take his place at its forefront 
The WCAX appearance might as well 
have been a breaking news bulletin to 
that effect The rapper's conviction and 
charisma shone through the screen. The 
clip was passed around on social media 
for months, helping new fans to find one 
of Burlington’s most respected but over- 
looked hip-hop figures. 

“I feel like that was a big moment,” 
S.I.N. says in an interview with Seven 
Days. “That was when I realized a lot of 
people who don’t know me are getting 
an introduction.” 

Even more will get to know him 
soon. The rapper opens for Arrested 
Development at Burlington’s Waterfront 
Park on Saturday, June 10, as part of the 
Burlington Discover Jazz Festival. The 
initiation of wider audiences to S.I.N.’s 
music is overdue. But, in reality, he’s 
been hiding in plain sight 

When S.I.N. — whose given name is 
Edwin Nana Owusu — first arrived in 
Burlington as a University of Vermont 
student in 2001, Vermont hip-hop was in 
a very different place. The Loyalists were 
just getting started, and seminal groups 
such as the VT Union and the Aztext 
hadn't even formed yet. At the time, the 
epicenter of the scene was Eye Oh You 
and their residencies at Red Square. 

That group featured Konflik, MC 
Fattie B and the iconic DJ A-Dog, the 
last of whom has become the patron 
saint of Vermont hip-hop since his pass- 
ing in 2013. The crew was always keen 



Winter Is 
Coming 


Burlington's S.I.N.siZZle stakes a claim 
to the throne of local hip-hip 

BY JUSTIN BOLAND 


to spotlight new talent and immediately 
saw the potential in young S.I.N. 

“They would let me get on the mic 
with them all the time,” S.I.N. says, re- 
calling his introduction to Burlington. 

Since then, he’s done more than 300 
shows. And S.I.N. has been one of the 
go-to local opening acts when serious 
hip-hop is coming though town. Given 
any opportunity to perform, he generally 
delivers home runs. Whether opening at 
Higher Ground for the likes of the Wu- 
Tang Clan and Planet Asia or headlining 
at the FlynnSpace, as he did last fall, 
S.I.N. leaves it all onstage every time. 

Born in Ghana in 1981, he grew up 
in New York City before coming to 
Vermont A natural at networking, S.I.N. 
has been an integral part of Burlington’s 
rap scene since he arrived. One of his 
first major projects was the King of VT 
rap battles, which he envisioned not as a 
competition but as a means to showcase 
local talent. 

“I realized we all needed a new way 
to grab people’s eye,” S.I.N. explains. “It 
wasn’t really about proving who the king 
of the mountain was; it was a new way 
for all of us to showcase our talents. And 

The battles were also a turning point 
for Vermont hip-hop. 

“It really helped everyone get to know 
each other,” confirms rapper Learie, 
head of the Aztext family and occasional 
rap-battle champion himself. 

“My first-ever battle was against him, 
which I barely won,” Learie recalls of a 
competition at Burlington’s Manhattan 
Pizza & Pub, circa 2009. However, S.I.N. 
would get his revenge in a 2015 battle at 
the now-defunct Zen Lounge. Friendly 
rivalry aside, Learie credits S.I.N. as a 
mentor and positive force in Burlington, 
a sentiment that is widely shared. 

“He is an important artist in our com- 
munity,” says Anthill Collective artist 
Scottie Raymond. “[S.I.N.] has done a lot 
of work in helping raise awareness for 
nonprofits and played a significant role 
in the lives of a lot of younger perform- 
ers who look to him for support, knowl- 
edge and guidance." 


WINTER IS COMING » P.6B 
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Discovery Channels 

Ah, the Burlington Discover Jazz 
Festival. Much like the lilacs that 
precede its arrival, the fesfs sweetness 
and ubiquity are matched only by 
its ephemeralness. It’s here, it’s 
everywhere and then it’s gone — so 
you’d be wise to get out there and 
appreciate it while you can. 

Before we dive in, I’d like to share 
one of my favorite memories of 
BDJF. It’s also kind of embarrassing. 
Good thing I’m into the whole self- 
deprecating thing. 

Allow me to set the scene: The year 
was 1997. My middle school’s jazz band 
was set to perform on the top block of 
Church Street as part of the festival’s 
school band performances. When I 
discovered that its repertoire included 
an instrumental version of the theme 
from the James Bond film Goldfinger — 
the one shirley bassey famously sang — I 
begged our band teacher to let me sing 
it. He agreed, and I was stoked. 

So there I was, a 14-year-old boy 
mired in the depths of puberty, clad in 
my finest color-block silk shirt, crooning 
a torch song written for a Welsh diva. 

In my head, I was straight-up fabulous. 
However, I think it’s safe to say the whole 
thing just didn’t land. To wit: It’s hard for 
a voice-cracking pimple-faced goon to 
sound coquettish, try as he might. It was 
my first and last performance at BDJF. 


But enough about the past. Let’s take 
a look at the present 

This year’s top headliners are 
nothing short of ridonkulous: arrested 

DEVELOPMENT, DIANA KRALL, TERENCE 
BLANCHARD & THE E-COLLECTIVE, PINK MARTINI, 
TROMBONE SHORTY & ORLEANS AVENUE. And 

let’s not forget about kamasi Washington. 
The tenor saxophonist, composer and 
bandleader is the subject of this week’s 
cover story. Flip back to page 30 to get 
the full scoop. 

You could spend up to $300 to catch 
all of the aforementioned artists. But if 
dropping three bills is not in the cards 
for you right now, you’re in luck — free 
shows greatly outnumber ticketed ones 
during the 10-day fest Here’s a day-by- 
day summation of a few totally fresh 
and free shows during the first week of 
BDJF. Visit discoverjazz.com for a full 
list of events, venues and stages. 

On Friday, June 2, Burlington's mal 
maiz provide thumpin' cumbia grooves 
during the weekly Truck Stop at 
ArtsRiot, along with ska-reggae-punk 
outfit skeleton dancer. Meanwhile, 
you have two chances to catch the 
northern swamp-rock stylings of matt 
lorenz’s one-man band the suitcase 
junket: a late afternoon show at the 
Downtown Transit Center and an early 
evening show at the City Hall Stage on 
the Church Street Marketplace. Stick 
around for the eclectic Affobeat brass 
collective the Brighton beat. Finish 


off your night with the majestic and 
ethereal lady moon & the eclipse at the 
Top Block Stage, also on Church Street. 

This coming weekend, Saturday 
and Sunday, June 3 and 4, is a genuine 
fustercluck. Try your best to keep your 
FOMO in check as you pick and choose 
where to be and when. 

Our friends at BDJF describe 
soul understated, featuring vocalist/ 
songwriter mavis ■swan" poole, as “one 
of the rarest discoveries in music since 
Motown.” Catch them at the City Hall 
Park stage on Saturday. In the evening, 
you’ll want to head over to Juniper to 
hear a gaggle of hometown heroes pay 
tribute to saxophonist wayne shorter. 
The lineup includes james harvey, ray 

VEGA, ROB MORSE, BRIAN MCCARTHY and GEZA 

On Sunday, the top level of the 
Lakeview Parking Garage is the place 
to be — and not just for youths looking 
for a chill spot to get high. Take in 
the stunning views as psychedelic 
West African ensemble barika blow 
your damn mind. Afterward, you can 
keep the Afro-funk vibes flowing with 
sabouyouma back at the Top Block Stage. 

Monday’s biggest face-off happens 
at 7 p.m., when seven acts go head-to- 
head across town: singer-songwriters 

ANDRIANA CH0B0T and ANDREW OF THE 

north simultaneously take over the 

SOUNDBITES » P.67 















music 
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The camera loves him, too. 

Last month, he sat in on the Fox 44 
show “Morning Brew” to show off the 
new music video for his single “Never 
Scared." S.LN. was calm and genuine, 
at ease with hosts Brittney Hibbs and 
Megan Carpenter. The 
video itself nearly stole 
the show, though. 

Created by Trezise 
Productions, an up- 
and-coming video outfit 
based in Burlington, it’s 
a cinema-quality piece of 
work. Featuring sweep- 
ing drone shots and carefully composed 
DSLR work, the shoot took place during 
a miles-long hike through the woods on 
a flawlessly frozen Valentine’s Day. 

“Jumping around on a frozen lake 
when you can’t swim is probably not 
the best idea,” S.I.N. says, chuckling. 
The results were well worth the risk. 
Indeed, it’s one of the best-looking rap 
videos Vermont has ever seen. And it's 
evidence that S.LN. is going all in on his 
music, a development that has been a 
long time coming. 

The reinvention of S.I.N. could be 
traced back to 2015, when he incorpo- 
rated his Green Mountain Music Group 
and started getting more serious about 
event promotion. But the real turning 
point was probably his last mixtape. 

Most mixtapes are rushed affairs. Yet 
when S.LN. dropped Living in Sin early 
last year, it sounded more like a warning 
shot. His flow was more focused than 
ever, and the songs were richly detailed 
and often intensely personal. The proj- 
ect made it clear he was gearing up for 
something big. 

Winters in Vermont delivers on that 
promise. It’s a short but potent set. 


Part of what makes the album so re- 
markable is the balance between slickly 
commercial product and heartfelt, 
lyrical hip-hop. Radio-ready rap singles 
are seldom as brutally honest as “Never 
Scared” or “Think Back" — the latter a 
perfectly executed trib- 
ute rap to some fallen 
friends, including A- Dog. 
“I really cut it down 
the very best tracks," 
S.I.N. explains of the 
record. “I was very fo- 
cused on how to package 
and present my ambition, 
you know? But I also wanted to make 
people know it’s all authentically me.” 

The summer of 2017 is looking like 
the summer of S.LN. In addition to the 
jazz fest gig, he's been booking a long 
lineup of shows locally and beyond and 
promises more music is on the way. But 
in his typically humble fashion, S.LN. 
views his own momentum as an op- 
portunity to build a bigger platform to 
introduce Vermont artists to the world. 

“I feel very free,” he says. “I don’t feel 
like I’m a traditional rapper. I don't feel 
pigeonholed by any one style. I’m an 
artist before anything." 

Years after helping to give S J.N. his 
start, Fattie B very much agrees. “It's 
been an honor to watch him grow,” he 
says. “I’d say the scene is better because 
of him. He did it the right way: by earn- 
ing it” © 

Contact: music@sevendaysvt.com 

INFO 

Winters in Vermont is available on iTunes 
and Spotify. S.I.N.siZZIe opens for Arrested 
Development on Saturday. June 10. at 5 
p.m.. at Waterfront Park in Burlington. $35. 


I'M AN ARTIST 

BEFORE ANYTHING. 
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Light Club Lamp Shop and Radio Bean, 
respectively; Foam Brewers hosts the 

PAUL ASBELL JAZZ QUARTET; the TIFFANY 

Pfeiffer quartet lights up Red Square, 
while the whitesell brothers take over 
the City Hall Stage directly across the 
street, queen city hot club fill Leunig's 
Bistro & Cafe with sizzling gypsy jazz, 
and groovy R&B quartet top brahmen 
swing by the Skinny Pancake. 

By the time Tuesday, June 6, rolls 
around, you might feel the urge to mix 
it up a bit. After all, you’ve been going at 
it nonstop for more than four days. 
ArtsRiot hosts a special jazz 
edition of its regular trivia 
night Or maybe you’re 
craving something truly 
“out there." If so, the le 
duo has you covered with 
their off-center brand of 
improvisational free jazz. 

Finally, indulge 
yourself with a Hump Day 
treat on Wednesday, 


Steel drums add tropical flair to the 
band's innovative rock-jazz fusion at the 
Top Block Stage. Downhill at the Skinny 
Pancake, artist-in-residence hannah fair 
reinvents her weekly set for a special 
one-off tribute to various ladies of jazz, 
with support from the chris von staats 

And that’s only a fraction of BDJF 
offerings. We’ll be checking in on the 
festival’s remaining days next week. 


Signing Off 

Unfortunately, this 
week’s music 
vs ends with 
frowny face. 
Winooski- 
based record 
label section 


indie-music enthusiast and shutterbug 
Britt shorter recently announced the 
imprint's demise on Facebook. 

Why is he hanging up his hat? Short 
answer; Nature calls — literally. Though 
anyone who’s worked with Shorter can 
attest to his dedication to Vermont’s 
music scene, his true passion lies with 
our lurry and feathered friends. A 
student of veterinary medicine, his 
pursuit of higher education dictates a 
move to the Boston area. Shorter has 
been accepted into the prestigious 
Cummings School of Veterinary 
Medicine at Tufts University and hopes 
to eventually work directly with wildlife 
populations and conservation efforts. 

Since its formation in late 2013, 

SSR dropped a series of eclectic vinyl 
releases, such as apartment 3’s self-titled 
debut and wren kitz's For Evelyn. If you 
haven’t added any of the label’s titles to 
your collection, the time to act is now — 
Shorter plans to liquidate SSR’s entire 

In his FB statement, Shorter thanked 
“everyone who bought a record, 
downloaded music, hosted an event, 
attended a show, hooked a band, wrote 
an article, reviewed an album, designed 
a poster, liked a post, shared music with 
a friend, and on and on.” 

Best of luck, Mr. Shorter! Now, who's 
going to step up and start their own 
boutique label to fill SSR’s void? We’ll 
be waiting over here, listening to SSR’s 
entire discography. © 




|C0MEPY 5 NIGHTS A WEEK| 


SOVEREIGNTY. ILLAOELPH, MGW. 
AND LOCAL AND FAMOUS ARTISTS 


THE TOBACCO SHOP WITH THE HIPPIE FLAVOR 

75 Main Si, Burlinglon, VT 864.6555 • Mon-Thur 10-9 
Fri-Sal 10-10 Sun 10-8 
www.nortliernllgiitspipes.coin 


ORDER YOUR TICKETS TODAY! 








WED. 31 

burlington 

CITIZEN CIDER: Brett Hughes 

JUNIPER: Ellen Powell Trio 


LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Cody 




Standup Open Mic.7 p.m.. free. 
Opposites Attract (standup). 9 
p.m, free. 

Chittenden county 


MISTER SISTER: Godfather 



barre/montpelier 



WHAMMY BAR: Open Mic. 7 


stowe/smuggs 


middlebury area 


outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE: Open Mic with 


THE SKINNY PANCAKE 
(HANOVER): Bow Thayer 

(folk-rock), 7:30 p.m. free. 



(indie folk, storytelling). 7 p.m.. 

stowe/sni uggs 

M00GS PLACE: Chris Lyon (solo 

middlebury area 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: DJ 

champlain 

islands/northwest 


TWIGGS — AN AMERICAN 

rock), 7 p.m.. free. 


outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE: Good Time Charlies 
MONOPOLE DOWNSTAIRS: 

Night with DJ Skippy (hits), 10 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE 
(HANOVER): Toast (soul. funk). 


SAT.3 

burlington 

AMERICAN FLATBREAD 

ARTSRIOT: 2nd Annual Benefit 
in Drag (drag).7p.m.. $10-60. 

BLEU NORTHEAST SEAFOOD: 






LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Thea 





MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: 
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REVIEW this 


smalltalker, 

Walk Tall 

(SELF-RELEASED, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

Burlington-based soul band smalltalker 
are not as idle and awkward as their 
name suggests. The group's debut EP. 
Walk Tall, bustles 
with the virtues of 
communication and 
confidence, affable 
skills that keep this 
band connected. The 
four-song EP credits 
an ambitious lineup 
of 10 core musicians, 
plus two rotating 
members. Although 
smalltalker have 
only a handful 
of recordings, the band’s live 
performance is already well embraced, 
earning them a season full of festival 


dates this summer, including Grand 
Point North, the Frendly Gathering and 
Otis Mountain Get Down. 

Walk Tall opens with “Looking." 

A warm wave of organ and vocal 
harmonization leads into a burst of 
brass and a soul-rocking bass line. In 
contrast to this self-assured 
start, bassist and 
vocalist Mike Dondero 
admits, “I try to play 

I’m not so smooth.” 

Silky and precise, the 
sound heavily evokes 
Steely Dan's tight party 
grooves. The band carries 
itself like a sustainable 
commune, each member 
holding space for each 
other’s talent to shine. 

“To Change" enters with popping 
funk bass, danceable percussion and 


flawless falsetto vocals from guitarist 
Nico Osborne. The brass section moves 
fluidly in and out of the track while 
almost imperceptible sparkles of guitar 
and keys hover in the background, 
creating a lush and dynamic field. 
Toward the end, the song breaks down 
for a Wurlitzer solo by keyboard wiz 
Danny Whitney. His licks sound like 
they streamed out of a time machine, 
before gracefully receding as the tune 
lingers on in a beautiful vocal section. 

“Uncle Milt’s Mediation Room” 
references the unusual practice space 
that brought the band together. It’s an 
instrumental interlude instructed by J 
Dilla’s laid-back style, featuring Jacob 
Ungerleider on reverb-washed keys. The 
track is an opportunity for the listener 
to catch a breather, but it seems like a 
sentimental inclusion — and a missed 
opportunity for a vocal freestyle by one 
of the band's supremely talented singers. 


The EP culminates with “Cassius," a 
song that calls upon Muhammad Ali's 
birth name and spirit of resistance. 
Rolling hand drums and a bluesy bass 
riff with '90s radio-soul vibes set the 
scene. When the rest of the band enters, 
the piece moves into conversational 
jazz terrain. Rob Debruyn offers a 
downright sultry sax solo before the 
song rises into a triumphant victory lap 
of the chorus. 

Throughout, vocalist Stephanie 
Heaghney’s pen is as sharp as her 
tongue as she leads the track with fierce 
power, backed by Claire Sammut's 
controlled soprano. Heaghney's lyrics 
electrify the band's purpose, elevating 
smalltalker’s sound from catchy yet 
slightly derivative to penetrating and 
inspiring. 

Walk Tall by smalltalker is available 
at smalltalker.bandcamp.com. 

AMELIA DEVOID 




Some Hollow, Green 

(SELF-RELEASED, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

Look, I like cheese. Ask anyone I go to 
lunch with. My music 
tastes are no different. 

I can dig some truly 
cheesy shit I’ve been 
to a Better Than Ezra 
show, and not only 
did I genuinely like 
it, I still retroactively 
think it was cool. I 
don’t hate the Gin 
Blossoms in any 
way, shape or form, 
and I finally feel OK 
admitting that publicly; I 
don’t hate the Gin Blossoms, you guys. 
Now piss off! 


Sorry. I’m just trying to establish my 
ability to stomach the saccharine and 
eye-rolling cliche lyrics and aesthetic of 
'90s kinda-rock. Because for all of that, I 
just can't quite get behind what 
Vermont’s Some Hollow 
are playing on Green. 

The EP is the group’s 
first after forming last 
year. Some Hollow 
aren't a bad band by any 
means. Front man Jason 
Lee has a distinctive, 
evocative voice — not to 
mention the ability to pen 
a sugary hook. Drummer 
Josh Morse holds it down 
well. And whenever Aidan 
Lenihan chimes in on the pedal steel, it 
is incredibly lovely. 


But Some Hollow have also managed 
to make an album that panders to some 
of the most nauseating aspects of pop 
music. Green’s five songs all go straight 
for the gooiest part of the heart Any 
one of these tracks could find itself on 
a CW network show and be just fine. 
That’s the sort of territory Some Hollow 
stray into here, and I just can’t forgive it 
“Roses are red, violets are cool 
/I’m just so happy being here with 
you,” Lee sings on “Roses,” the album’s 
third track. And that’s where I gave up 
trying to find positives in the lyrics. The 
writing is just so heart-on-sleeve, not to 
mention unimaginative, that the effect 
is to cheapen Lee's genuinely excellent 
voice. That’s at least true on the EP. 
When I saw Some Hollow live a little 
while back, they had what seemed a 


more experimental side than what they 
present on record. 

If Some Hollow are shooting for 
mass appeal, then certainly there are 
positives to the EP. The production is 
crisp, and the band is easily able to handle 
the arrangements. If the band’s songs 
are cheesy, they’re equally catchy, so it 
wouldn’t surprise me to see them get some 
radio play. And that in itself is respectable. 

This brand of pop is startlingly hard to £ 

write and play, requiring a balancing act g 

of art and commerce. So I salute the band > 
for being able to do it Yet none of that will g 
make me love Green. n 

Download Green by Some Hollow s 

at somehollow.bandcamp.com and 
see if I’m just being an icy-hearted 
curmudgeon. 

CHRIS FARNSWORTH g 


@ GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: 


ARE YOU A VT ARTIST OR BAND? SEND US YOUR MUSIC! DIGITAL: MUSIC@SEVENDAYSVT.COM: 
SNAIL MAIL: MUSIC C/0 SEVEN DAYS 255 S. CHAMPLAIN ST., SUITE 5, BURLINGTON, VT 05401 


obsessed? 


f Are You Having Problems with 

Your Health Care or Insurance? 

Vermont Legal Aid The 0ff ice of the Hea |th Care Advocate is here 

Find, fix and feather with Nest Notes 
an e-newsletter filled with home design, Vermont 


to help. We are a free resource available to 
help all Vermonters and are here to help solve problems related to health care. 

real estate tips and DIY decorating inspirations. / 


Call 1-800-917-7787 to speak with a Health Care Advocate. 

Sign up today at sevendaysvt.com/enews. 


vtlawhelp.org/health 



music 



Chittenden county 


FOUR QUARTERS BREWING: 



HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 
LOUNGE: VT Coverband 



8 p.m, $10/12. 

Me (acoustic rock). 7 p.m.. free. 

with DJs Chia and Rob Douglas 

(house). 9 p.m, free. 


MONKEY HOUSE: dreambeach- 






DJ Craig Mitchell (hits). 9 pm. 

barre/montpelier 


BAGITOS BAGEL AND BURRITO 




Kiwi Connection Before the dust settled from Ne 

2013, fellow countrymen BROODS dropped their weighty single “Bridg 
the brother-sister duo enlisted producer Joel Little for their debut cut - 
initial EP. The pulsing, yearning track was a promising introduction 


Zealand pop star Lor 
’ Aside from their he 


established: 


rated synths, EDM embellishments, confessional lyrics and 
/, the emotions are bigger, the hooks are bolder and they’re pri 
dance Boor. Catch Broods on Friday, June 2, at the Higher Gr 


stowe/sm uggs 

MOOGS PLACE: Seth Yacovone 

outside Vermont 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE 
(HANOVER): Trivia Night, 7 pm.. 


TUE.6 

burlington 

AMERICAN FLATBREAD 

(jazz). 5:30 p.m., free' 1 

CLUB METRONOME: Dead Set 









JUNE 2-11, 2017 

DIANA KRALL | ROBERT CRAY | KAMASI WASHINGTON | TROMBONE SHORTY & ORLEANS AVENUE 
PINK MARTINI | TERENCE BLANCHARD & THE E-COLLECTIVE | ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT 

SULLIVAN FORTNER TRIO | PETER BROTZMANN & HEATHER LEIGH | CAMILA MEZA QUARTET | DOM FLEMONS DUO 
JANE BUNNETT & MAQUEQUE | BASSDRUMBONE | THE VT / NY COLLECTIVE | BLAKDENIM 

SIDEWALK CHALK | NICK CASSARINO'S SALVATION STATION | OPERATION: PRINCE WITH CRAIG MITCHELL & THE PURPLE ONES | DWIGHT 6 NICOLE 

Free live music daily from Noon-9pm 


Tickets and Info: 802-863.5966 





New England 
Federal Credit Union 


ti NL'j.'i.'Mignaa r# 

BCA 


A 




discoverjazz.com 



DEALERCHM Q ““ssskj SEVEN DAYS 




i 

5 

I 




IRISH WHISKEY 


authentic 


Bourbon Cask: A delicate blend of 
grain and malt whiskey matured in 


TAST|N£ 


POINTS 


WEST CORK 

A DISTILLERS 


Irish Owned and 
Hand Crafted 


($) Triple Pot Distilled 

a Prepared with 
O Fresh Local 
Spring Water 

Only Distillery to 
Malt Its Own Irish 
Grown Barley 


#ST C ORk 

hi Knm ' 



middlebury area 



outside Vermont 


WEO.7 

burlington 


AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
BURLINGTON HEARTH: Paul 






Gusto (jazz). 7 pm. free. 





Friends (hip-hop. soul). 9 p.m„ 

Ri RA THE IRISH LOCAL & 
WHISKEY ROOM: The County 
Down (Celtic, eclectic). 7:30 pm 


RADIO BEAN: NoMad Stories 

(jazz, psychedelic). 3 p.m., free. 



soul). 8:30 pm. free. Nate Reit. 



RED SQUARE: DJ CreS (hip-hop). 
SIDEBAR: Smokestack 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE 
(BURLINGTON): Hannah Fair 


VERMONT COMEDY CLUB: 
LGBTQLOL (standup). 9 pm 


Chittenden county 

MISTER SISTER: Godfather 



barre/montpelier 

SWEET MEUSSA'S: 0. Davis 



middlebury area 


TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Trivia 
Night, 7 p.m.. free. Open Mic 
Night. 9 p.m., free. 

northeast kingdom 

PARKER PIE CO.: Trivia Night. 7 

outside Vermont 


THE SKINNY PANCAKE 
(HANOVER): Bow Thayer 






DUinn 

ddD THE mORniHG SHOUJ 

Weekdays 5-10 a.m. 


What if we told you that 
pou could share your jokes 
with the world? 


No, we’re not kidding. 
Each week, we’ll publish 
one joke submitted by 
a comic on our arts blog, 
Live Culture. So, what 
are you waiting for? 

TO SUBMIT, GO TO: 
SEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOKE. 



art 


All Together Now 

W. David Powell, White River Gallery @ BALE 


IN POWELL'S HANDS. DISPARATE ELEMENTS COALESCE INTO 

SOMETHING NEW AND MYSTERIOUS. 


W David Powell reaches into 
his unique reservoir of 
scientific, historical, liter- 
I ary and visual references 
for an exhibit at the White River Gallery 
@ BALE in South Royalton. Titled “The 
Golden Era of the New Dawn & other 
distractions,” the show of 32 collage and 
print works is on view through July L 
Powell’s fascination with science is play- 
ful, but his work also speaks to the lack 
of that interest in contemporary culture. 

“I am increasingly interested in the 
19th century, when knowledge was 
shared and scientific pursuit was part 
of a holistic ‘natural philosophy,’ not 
a narrow search for new weapons or 
drugs,” he writes in an artist statement. 
“We have lost much of our childlike 
wonder and awe for a universe that pres- 
ents us with new marvels. The need to 
quantify existence has become a shackle 
to science and education." 

Powell himself is in no danger of 
losing his sense of wonder and awe. 
He brings viewers along for the ride 
through his seemingly limitless collec- 
tion of images from old books, maga- 
zines, maps, postcards and other ephem- 
era, which he repurposes as exquisitely 
executed collages and prints. His skillful 
cutting, imaginative assemblage and 
other techniques make each image a 
seamless whole. In Powell’s hands, dis- 
parate elements coalesce into something 
new and mysterious, a sum greater than 
the individual parts. 

“Globalization the Prequel,” for 
example, overlays old maps with grids 
in a collage of four large “globes" and 
numerous smaller ones. The effect is 
that of an imaginary world, but labels 
in bold imply otherwise. Rosebud and 
Miles City, for instance, actually exist 
in the lower 48 states. The former name 
has multiple potential references: the 
Rosebud Indian Reservation in South 
Dakota, the mysterious dying utterance 
in Orson Welles’ Citizen Kane, the bud 
of a rose, a term of endearment. The 
work inspires thoughts about the world 
before the era of globalization, yet pres- 
ents more questions than answers. 

If mystery appeals to humans gener- 
ally, mystery in art has a special appeal; 
it gives people the opportunity to enter 
an endless loop of satisfaction as they 


ruminate on what they see. Such mys- 
tery is here in spades. 

A Georgia native, Powell received 
his BFA in painting from the University 
of Georgia and an MFA in visual art 
from the Vermont College of Fine Arts. 
Currently he is an associate professor of 
art at the State University of New York 
at Plattsburgh. Powell’s work has been 
exhibited in Massachusetts, Illinois, 
New York and Vermont and forms part 


of numerous university and private 
collections. 

Among the many achievements in 
Powell’s decades-long graphic arts 
career was his award-winning cover for 
Eat a Peach, the Allman Brothers Band’s 
third studio album. Powell found inspi- 
ration for it in a couple of vintage post- 
cards he purchased at an Athens, Ga., 
drugstore; one depicted a huge peach 
on a truck, the other a watermelon on a 



railcar. Such strong graphic images con- 
tinue to appear and resonate in Powell’s 
work today. 

Words and wordplay contribute 
another dimension to his work, often 
imbuing his images with humor and 
providing clues to his intention. That 
wordplay can be maddening and charm- 
ing in equal measure; it’s not always easy 
to grasp Powell’s meaning or to deter- 
mine if he intends any meaning at all. 

In the small gallery, curator Dian 
Parker has superbly organized group- 
ings of two to four works each, arranged 
in various ways. The most visually ar- 
resting is a trio of painted wood panels 
whose titles are palindromes. The 
phrases “Bird Rib,” “DNA Land” and 
“Lion Oil” are incorporated into the 
works, too. 

“Lion Oil” calls to mind the advertis- 
ing labels that once appeared on wooden 
boxes of produce or other goods. The 
words “lion oil" in capital letters domi- 
nate the top of the work; a corked brown 
bottle of “Lion Oil” fills the lower por- 
tion. This visual gives traction to the 
idea that there is such a thing as lion oil 
and conjures the powerful image of a 
lion in the viewer’s mind. 

“DNA Land” (acrylic and carbon 
transfer on wood panel) and “Bird Rib” 
(assemblage and acrylic on wood panel) 
are less specific but still tease the imagi- 
nation. The latter piece incorporates a 
circular proportional scale that covers 
a painting/collage of a bird skeleton, 
which is not to scale. 

Solving the riddles in Powell’s work 
might lead to a better understanding of 
it, but the artist doesn’t seem to demand 
that of his audience. Puzzles are fun 
whether you solve them or not 

Grouped together are “Portrait of 
the artist as a young boy,” “Daddy” and 
“Innocence.” Created in 2013, all three 
collages evoke youth. “Innocence” 
consists of a baseball, a pair of boy’s 
black-and-white Buster Brown shoes, 
and a dinner fork. “Daddy" uses generic 
icons — a saw, a hat and an accounting 
sheet — to signal a grown man from a 
child’s perspective. 

A standout in the exhibit, “We Are on 
a Mission" incorporates pen and ink and 
calligraphy. A bit of ornamental paper 
adds a decorative element An ancient 






‘Mnemosyne’ Mnemosyne was the goddess of memory in Greek mythology and the source of the ■ 



Burlington City Hall. 8 

JANN LABELLE-PRINCE: "60 Vearsof Painting.* 




VISUAL ART IN SEVEN DAYS: 

ART LISTINGS AND SPOTUGHTS ARE WRITTEN BY 
RACHEL ELIZABETH JONES. LISTINGS ARE RESTRICTED 
“ IS IN TRULY PUBLIC PLACES. 




GET YOUR ART SHOW LISTED HERE! 

IF YOU'RE PROMOTING AN ART EXHIBIT, LET US KNOW BY POSTING 
INFO AND IMAGES BY THURSDAYS AT NOON ON OUR FORM AT 

SEVENOAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT OR GALLERIES@SEVENDAYSVT.COM. 




ART SHOWS 



I Qrcana | 

Gardens & Greenhouses % 

Certified Organic Plants & Produce 


50% off AH Sedums-- 

Plant your rock garden! 

50% off 

Brassicas, Onions, 
Leeks i Shallots 

Hosts, and Heuchera Sale 1 
25% Off all varieties 

for your shady spots y 


Only 4 miles from 1-89 in beautiful Jericho, VT 

www.arcana.ws 802-899-5123 ana:®] 





APPLY TODAY 


SERVICE, 

LEADERSHIP, AND 
MANAGEMENT 


SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 


SIT Graduate Institute 


Real skills. Real world. 


School for International Training 


GRADUATE.SIT.EDU 


I RIVER VALLEV/WATERBURY SHOWS 









‘Industrial Design: Motorcycles’ The Bundy 

Modern, Waitsfield’s midcentury architectural gem, welcomes summer in style with 
a selection of motors and sleek machinery, industrial lighting by Johnny Swing and 
paintings from Michael Craig-Martin, Kirk Dunnan and Peter Voorhees. If the names 
Ducati, Laverda and Moto Guzzi mean anything to you, you won't want to miss this 
one. If motorcycles aren’t your thing, take in Swing’s dramatic sculptural light fixtures 
made using satellite dishes instead. Bundy Modern is open Saturdays and Sundays from 
noon to 5 p.m. or by appointment Through July 9. Pictured: Ducati motorcycles with 
"Lightwing" sculpture by Swing. 




VOUR STATION FOR VORIETV 


ONLINE AT 101THEONE.COm 


ONE 


ANNUAL" 


AT THE B.O.R - BARRE, VT 


PROCEEDS 
TO BENEFIT 


10am " 3pm 

FREE 

ADMISSION! 


LACEYSFUND 


SPONSORED BY 

Mo ntpel ier 

National Life 
.^1 Group* 

fmsm 


SUPPORTING 
RETIRED K9'S 


DOZENS OF VENDORS REPRESENTING 
0 UJIDE ARRAV OF PET PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 

Toys ~ Cloths ~ Boarding - Food - Veterinary Services ~ Activities 
Training - Travel ~ Cleaning - Volunteering - Clubs - Rescues + more! 




additional support from 


101 


7 101. 5 

Great Hits of the 70’s & 80’s 






movies 







your time to quit? 

VCBH is here to help 


and Health is conducting a study to 
help mothers quit smoking. 

With your participation, you could 
earn up to SI ,360. 

If you have at least one child 
. under tho ago of 1 2, you may 
k qualify for this study. 

To see if you qualify, go 
online to http://j.mp/1MSDgeE 
' ■- to take our online survey 

I or call (802) 656-1906 to 
leam more about 


:• Vormonl Ceiiteron 


vermom teenier on 

(802) 656-1906 http://j.mp/lMSDgeE 4 h Behavior jUloalth 


MASTER'S DEGREE PROGRAM IN CLINICAL 

PSYCHOLOGY 


Our Master of Arts degree program prepares students for entry-level 
professional psychology positions in the public mental health system or study 
towards a doctoral degree at another institution. Elective courses in play 
therapy, marital and family therapy, intensive individual psychotherapy, and 
group therapy. 

The curriculum of our program is approved by both the Vermont Board of 
Psychological Examiners and the Vermont Board of Allied Mental Health 
Practitioners. 


APPLICATIONS ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED. 


Saint Michaels 
College 


Q smcvt.edu/psych 


GRADUATE PROGRAMS 











More movies! 


OFFBEAT FLICK OF THE WEEK 

BY MARGOT HARRISON 


I Called Him Morgan 

In 1972, hard-bop jazz trumpeter Lee Morgan was shot by his common-law wife, Helen 
More, while performing at New York's Slugs' Saloon. His death quickly passed into the 

strange relationship and where it led in this documentary featuring interviews 

jealousy. While critical views are mixed orfwhether it sheds any lighton the sad case, 
the doc sounds like a must for fans of the jazz of the era. It's one of three jazz-related 

the theater website for times, which change daily. 

READ THESE EACH WEEK ON THE LIVE CULTURE BLOG AT 

sevendaysvt.com/liveculture. 



Have a Hobie Summer! 


ISHING • CRUISING • SAILING 'advaI'TT'agI ' 

^ SMALL BOAT EXCHANGE 

2649 Shelburne Road • 985-5222 • smallboatvt.com 


Classes meet one weekend a month in Burlington, Vermont. 


Preparation for licensure as a clinical mental health counselor 
and certification as a substance abuse counselor. 


Accepting applications for 2017 and January 2018. 


Specializations offered in Integrated Mental 
Health and Addictions Treatment for Children, 
Youth and Families or Adults 


Southern, 0 
New Hampshire 
University 


800.730.5542 | pcmhadmissions@snhu.edu | snhu.edu/pcmh 










u}to inwwHiwi i ira noi id drive 
DMMIftMTw'WNM. THK0U6H IT- 


i don't UK Feeling like i'id driving umol A ghost. 


C ROBERT WALDO BRUNEUE JR 2017 BRUNELLES34SAOl.COM WWW MRQRUNEl l E COM 

by TOM TOMORROW 


fun stuff 


MR. BRUNELLE EXPLAINS IT ALL J! 

LIFE’S LITTLE SECRETS. REVEALED! 


DtfT DAmc FEA^S 




MORE FUN! STRAIGHT DOPE (P.28) 
CROSSWORD (P.C-6) 
CALCOKU & SUDOKU (P.C-7) 



DISCOVER 

StJohnsbury 


There are so many reasons to come 
to St. Johnsbury. These are just a few... 





fun stuff 


JEN SORENSEN HARRY BLISS 



“Doug, it’s me, Sean. We met at the TribecaFilm Festival ... Lori Shlesinger’s 
after-party? We snuck off together and dressed up in her negligee? Her son 
caught us in Lori’s bed? No?" 

RACHEL LIVES HERE NOW 









CHECK OUT ROB BREZSNY'S EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES & DAILY TEXT MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTROLOGY.COM OR 1-877-873-4888 



-0,6 bike ferry is bacK 

‘cokSrS^V 

ESKrs* 

■ ssssgi. 


sponsored by: 

^ New England 
Federal Credit U 


Online 

Thursday! 


j EvaSollberger’s 

JjSTUCK IN 

^>'1 VERMONT 

/" gaw 1 — " 


..AND LOVIN' IT! 

Watch at sevendaysvt.com 



SEVEN DAYS 

pERMRIS Vermonters 


MEN Seeka^WBMEIil 





and CYO Christmas trees, among other 


For relationships, dates and flirts: dating.sevendaysvt.com 


W5MBI MEN 

A RECENT ADVENTURE IN TUSCANY 

w ho^nj oy s h avingVmwi 1 thTfamd y a nd 
friends, friterests include hiking, biking 

a nd'movles^reparing thoughtful' 8 
friends « a great source of pleasure. ^ 





A BUSTLE IN YOUR HEDGEROW? 



ADVENTUROUS HOMEBODY 
MISSING MALE ENERGY 





EASYGOING. TRUTHFUL. HONEST 





COUNTRY GIRL WITH A SMILE 










CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 
Browse more than 
2,000 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company. 

a See photos of 
this person online. 


LIFE IS BETTER WHEN SHARED 







LOW MAINTENANCE. ASK FOR NOTHING 



THOUGHTFUL. AMBITIOUS. 









BLUEGRASS ADDICTED 






I also enjoy pets. patriotsfan2, 56, Q 



to be outside playing than inside. 
However, I do enjoy theater shows 
occasionally and certainly movies. If 

we should talk. Copemicus23. 58. □ 








SINGLE VERMONT MAN 
SNEEDSHISGIRL 

Please be honest loyal, attractive, 
humble, kind and OK with lots of sex if 



WE CAN BE AWESOME TOGETHER! 






MENSeeta^MEN 

WEIRD, BRAVE. HONEST 






White male, 50, single. Want to 
date to find a lady to fall in love 
with (relationship). I love to 
ride my motorcycle. I am a Civil 
War Confederate reenactor. 
Love history, not hate. I am a 
Christian. Love God and Jesus. 
#L1045 


SWM, bisexual, 50s, in good 
shape. Looking for black/ 
white male. FWB. I'm mostly 
a bottom. Love to give oral, 
receive anal. You: clean, 
nice guy, slim, DD-free, well 
endowed a plus. Let's get 
together! #L1046 


GWM, 65 years young 
and healthy. Looking for 
companionship and more with 


another older gay male. Hope 
to hear from you. #L1047 


You: fit, beautiful, happy, 
creative. Me: SWM, fit 
handsome, happy, creative. 
Together create a space of 
love fit for eternity in Lamoille 
County with apple/pear 
hedges, ponds, chickens, cow, 
honey bees, music, singing, 
dance, conscious conception. 
Write me. 8L1048 


65-y/o divorced WM seeking 
woman for casual encounters 
and maybe more. I do have 
some health issues such as 
artery disease and neuropathy. 
I am a nondrinker and seeking 
the same. Please write if 
interested. #L1049 


50-plus man seeks bright fun- 
loving woman who enjoys arts/ 
music/theater, nature, creative 
living cooking, humor: who's 
active physically, culturally, 
sociopolitically, philosophically, 
spiritually liberal and open- 
minded. Friendship and/or 
romance. No punk/metal/hard 
rock. #L1050 


Almost 39-y/o woman: 
brunette with hazel eyes. 
Undergrad student sending 
herself to school. Loves 
motorbikes, kayaking, 
exploring cooking. Very 
straitlaced: DD-free. Looking 
for all-American type of guy for 
a fun summer. #L1051 


Attractive SWF, 63. active with 
many interests. Ready smile 
looking for dating to LTR with 
gentlemen of similar traits. 
Country home, self-sufficient. 
Would love a partner to share 
life’s adventures. Widowed, 
miss cuddling. Chittenden/ 
Addison County. #L1053 


SWM 54-y/o seeking a 
romantic relationship with 
one special lady. Love is the 
greatest human experience, 
and to have someone to share 
that with is all that I could 
hope for. I am a man seeking a 
female 30 to 54 y/o. #L1054 


Teacher in the Kingdom, outside- 
of-the-box and off-the-grid male 
boomer approaching retirement 
seeks feminine companionship 
for sailing adventures on 



Memphremagog as well as 
foreign travel. Self-sufficient but 
seeking to share. Habla Espanol? 
I am a man seeking a woman 55 
to 65. 0L1O55 


Me: woman, somewhat defined 
by responses such as “No one 
ever asked about that before." 
Retired, curious, opinionated 
and lovable. ISO mature, laid- 
back. open-minded gentleman 
who appreciates what is. I am a 
woman seeking a man. 8L1056 


Warm, genuine, earthy single 
woman, 41, inspired and 
adventurous grounding to 
manifest dreams. Welcomes 
healthy, kind, conscious single 
man, 36 to 46, interested in 
friendship, dating and long- 
term partnership co-creating 
a family. You value honesty, 
justice, ecological harmony, 
homesteading cuddling and 
wholesome play. I am a female 
seeking a male. 8L1057 


SWM retired. Looking for black 
women. Love the feel, taste 
and smell of black women. 
Seeking FWB. Burlington area. 
Very clean, nice guy. Be honest, 
sexy. Dark meat is delicious. 


Yummy. Photo. Phone. I am a 
male seeking a female. #L1058 

Small-town boy who still 
believes in fairy tales. I want to 
know what love is, want to feel 
what love is. Looking in all the 
wrong places. Want to know 
what it's like to be kissed for 
the first time. Are you the one 
to show me? Are you the one 
to win my heart? I am a 50-y/o 
male seeking a female. 8L1059 


SWM, 59-y/o snowbird looking 
for fit SWF, 40s to 50s. In 
Vermont for six months, island 
in Florida six months. Social 
drinking classic cars, boats, 
travel. No pets, young kids or 
drama queens. Let's see where 
it goes. Live is short; embrace 
it! I am a male seeking a 
female. 8L1060 


40ish SWM seeking a 40 to 
SOish SWF. Life is better when 
shared. Kind, caring, honest and 
affectionate male seeking same 
qualities in female partner. 
Average/getting fit who enjoys 
being outdoors. Nonsmoker. 
Take a chance. Life is too short 
Central Vermont I am a male 
seeking a female. 8L1061 


HOW TO REPLY TO THESE MESSAGES: ^ ' 

Seal your reply — including your preferred 
contact info — inside an envelope. Write your 
penpal’s box number on the outside of that 
envelope and place it inside another envelope 
with payment. 

MAIL TO: Seven Days Love Letters 

P.0. Box 1164, Burlington, VT 05402 

PAYMENT: $5/response. Include cash or check 
(made out to “Seven Days") in the outer 
envelope. To send unlimited replies for only 
$15/month, call Ashley at 802-865-1020, 
ext. 37 for a membership (credit accepted). 


PUBLISH YOUR MESSAGE ON THIS PAGE! 


Submit your FREE message at 
sevendaysvt.com/loveletters or 

use the handy form at right. — \ / 

We’ll publish as many messages as we 
can in the Love Letters section above. 

Interested readers will send you letters 
in the mail. No internet required! 
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Describe yourself and who you're 
looking for in 40 words below: 

(OR, ATTACH A SEPARATE PIECE OF PAPER.) 

AGE + GENDER (OPTIONAL) 

seeking a 

AGE + GENDER (OPTIONAL) 


Required confidential info: 


MAIL TO: SEVEN DAYS LOVE LETTERS ■ PO BOX 1164, BURLINGTON, VT 05402 
OPTIONAL WEB FORM: SEVENDAYSVT.COM/LOVELETTERS 
HELP: 802-865-1020, EXT. 37, LOVELETTERS@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 
THIS FORM IS FOR LOVE LETTERS ONLY. Messages for the Personals, 
Hookups and 1-Spy sections must be submitted online at dating.sevendaysvt.com. 





Experts include: 


Andrew Mikell, esq. 

VERMONT ATTORNEYS 
TITLE CORPORATION 


Mark Antell 

VERMONT FEDERAL 
CREDIT UNION 


Steve Lipkin 

COLDWELL BANKER HICKOK 
& BOARDMAN REALTY 


at sevendaysvt.com/houseparty and 

you'll be entered to win swag from: 


GARDENERS 

VF SUPPLY COMPANY 


SEVEN DAYS 

use 


Tuesday, June 20, 6-8 p.m. 

m 


ALVORSON'S 

lu PSTREET CAFE 


A free workshop for first-time 
home buyers. Talk with experts , ask 
questions and grab a cocktail ! 


BURLINGTON 

FURNITURE 



Summer / Fall 2017 Tickets On Sale Now 


SPRUCE PEAK ARTS 
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Peak Pop! 

Carol Ann Jones Quartet 

Saturday, June 17, 8 pm 

Comedian Bob Marley 

Friday, July 7, 8 pm 

Old Mozo Days: Dar Williams 

Friday, July 1 4, 8 pm 

Old Mozo Days: Hot Sardines 

Sunday, July 30, 7 pm 

Mellow Yellow: Summer of Love Tour 

Saturday, September 2, 8 pm 

Myra Flynn and Band 

Saturday, September 30, 8 pm 

Dave Keller's Soul Revue 

Saturday, October 7, 8 pm 


■3 


Timeless 


Heliand Consort 

Saturday, June 24, 8 pm 

Music for a New World Burlington Civic Symphony 

Saturday, August 5, 8 pm 

Stowe Tango Music Festival in Concert 

Saturday, August 19,8 pm 

Tango! with Counterpoint, 8 Cuerdas 
& Cassotto Duo 

Saturday, August 26, 8 pm 

Northern Third Piano Quartet 

Saturday, September 9, 8 pm 

The Matisse Jazz Project with Christopher 
Bakriges and Gwen Laster 

Saturday, September 23, 8 pm 

Vermont Philharmonic Opera Gala Concert 

Saturday, October 14, 8 pm 
Joe Davidian Trio 

Saturday, October 21 , 8 pm 


Peak Family 


Beatles Celebration with Contois School of Music 

Saturday, June 3, 7 pm 

Old Mozo Days: Rusty DeWees Independence 
Day Bash 

Sunday, July 2, 3 pm 

DreamCycle by Cirque Us ^ 

Monday, July 24, 7 pm 


Poets & Prophets 

Christine Malcolm Band ’gS?-' 

Saturday, July 22, 8 pm 

Old Mozo Days: Mary Chapin Carpenter 
Wednesday, August 2, 7:30 pm 

Banjo Dan's Bluegrass Revue with Bob Amos 
& Catamount Crossing 

Friday, August 1 1 , 8 pm 

Old Mozo Days: Del & Dawg, Songs 8t Stories 

Friday, August 1 8, 7 pm 


Peak Films 


Scout Film Festival Screenings 8i Awards 

Saturday, June 1 0, All Day & 7 pm 

Manhattan Short Film Festival 

Sunday, October 1 , 7 pm I Thursday, October 5, 7 pm 


Peak Passport 

Attend almost any public event! 

Season Passport 
1175 

PASSPORT VearPa “P ort 



SprucePeakArts.org • 802.760.4634 

1 22 Hourglass Drive, Stowe, VT (at the top of the Mountain Road at Spruce Peak) 


Season Sponsors ^ e *?°y umes stoweOreporter pepsi 





